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CHRISTIANITY 


Not Founded on 


ARGUMENT, Se. 


SIX, 


Cauſe of Regret from any Converſation 
with you. On every Subject that occurred 
to our Conſideration you acquitted yourſelf 
always, as I thought, ſo judiciouſly, and fo 
greatly to my Satisfaction, as made me promiſe 
myſelf the oft comfortable Enjoyment of your 
growing Genius. But theſe flattering Preſages 
have been much check'd of late, and receiv'd a 
very melancholy Alloy from the Subject of our 
laſt Meeting: The Subject of the World where 
it is the moſt material to think right, where it is 
indeed of the moſt tremendous Conſequence to 


[ Little imagined I ſhould ever have found 


be miſtaken. What are all your ingenious Diſco-. 


veries of ſpeculative Truths, which at beſt ſerve 
but to entertain and amuſe the Imagination, if, 


in the main Point, in the one Eſſential Truth you 


are ſtill to ſeek? There only it is that Ignorance 
and Error are fatal, and Knowledge truly of Im- 
portance. And had you beſides erred in any 
Branch of human Science, your penetrating Rea- 
ſon would, in all Probability, have recovered 


and ſet * right . 3 but here, be aſſured, it 


will 


=. 
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will have no ſuch Effect, as proudly as you inſiſt 
upon its admired All: ſufficiency. For you told 
me, (your Words made too fad an Impreſſion 
for me eaſily to forget them) That your own 
«© Reaſon was the only Guide you could de- 
c pend upon to come at the Knowledge of every 
« Thing your Maker defign'd you ſhould know; 
that they, who pretended to vote this Principle 
unſecure, reflected highly on the Wiſdom and 
« Equity of its Author; that, for your own Part, 
you had not that impious Notion of the Su- 
e preme Being, to diſtruſt the Conſequence of 
your ſincere Endeavours to pleaſe him, or to 
«« 1magine, that you might innocently tamper 
% with your Reaſon to the Prejudice of your 
2 etirkal Happineſs 3 that if our own Hearts did 
«© not condemn us, we muſt needs have a juſt Con- 
« fidence towards God; that a Man could 
« evidently never be jealous enough of Opinions 


“ contrated by Education, and made facred by 


% Habit; that he could never be too induſtrious 
« in improving his Suſpicions of Things his own 
« Reafon had no Share in introducing ; accord- 
« ingly, that to ſhake Hands fairly with all we 
had been taught, was the firſt Step to be ta- 
« ken if ever we meant to be fixed on any Ra- 
« tional Perſuaſion, fince every one's Tutor 
« could not be in the right; and there was no 
« Mark of Diſtinction poſſibly to be found with. 
« out taking Matters into our own Hands, begin. 
« ning Things entirely again, and boldly ſetting 
« up for ourſelves.” —— A Romantick Sally o 
Youth, and Flouriſh of Philoſophy ! or in t 
facred Phraſe, Propbane and Vain Babbling ! 
It is but too eaſy, my Friend, to ſee y 
Meaning, when you triumph thus in an entire 
Releaſe from the Prejudices of Education; thu 
has been the common plaufible Stile of the = 
. m "i" 


i of 
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modeſt Profeſſors of Infidelity through all Ages, 
and is a Language generally well underſtood, If 
this therefore be the Card you defign to ſteer by, 
you muſt not depend too certainly upon the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of Faith to conduct you, or making 
Heaven your aſſured Port. 

If once you allow yourſelf in Doubting, I will 
take upon me to anſwer for the Conſequence, that 
you never will well believe; if once you come 
fairly to your propoſed Situation for proving all 
Things, be aſſured, that you will never Hold faſt 
any Thing. To offer to fit down to examine, 
ſeems to me to be abſolutely giving up the Caufe 
of Religion, and defiring me to Aifoute, to be 
begging the Queſtion. Yor, is it not moſt ab- Diſpuses, 
ſurd to require a Belief, if previous Examination / alew- 
be requiſite ? If Scepticiſm be this neceſſary Qua- able, no 
lification for the obtaining of a true Faith, how era 
can we ever be ſecure that it ſhall not improve ; 
into direct Unbelief ? If Doubting be at all ad- 
mitted, Conviction can never, | a with any 
Propriety be inſiſted on. Conviction is a dubious 
and uncertain Conſequence wherever there is 
Ground for Debate, and therefore not to be pro- 
miſed for, any more than any other Cantingency. 
If I am once left free to examine, I can by no 
means be tied up in the Iſſue. It is in it's own 
Nature a neceſſary and independent Event, under 
no Influence of mine, where I have no Power to 
interpoſe to direct it's Courſe or Operations, or any 
farther Intereſt or Concern, than merely as a 
L ooker-on. 

Forgive the Freedom of my Zeal, when I * 
tell you plainly, that you know not what manner 
of Spirit you are of, There is no Medium be- 
twixt believing and not believing. If, as I ap- 
2 you, you do indeed intend to wave all 

eligion *till your Reaſon is ſatisfied about it, 

| 43 know, 


ll, 
; 


aith A. 


poſftaſy in 
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know, that from the very Moment of that Re- 
ſolution, ſo long you actually apoſtatize from 
Chriſtianity, and renounce your Baptiſmal-Vow. 
A ſtrange Method this! to turn one's Back upon 
Religion in order to meet it, to diſcard it as a 
means to commence Acquaintance. Alas! Sir, 
to have your Mind thus in eguilibrio is rank Infi- 
delity. Our Saviour has expreſly aſſured us, that 
he looks upon a Seeker as Anti- chriſt profeſt, and 


that he that is not with him, is againſt bim. 


By this Time your Philoſophical Zeal is alarm- 
ed, and you are earneſt to interrupt me with a 
thouſand plauſible Queries to ſtop my Career. 
You have another pompous Lecture, no doubt, 
ready prepared upon the Occaſion to enforce 
your firſt Sentiment, to inſiſt ſtrenuouſly ſtill upon 
the Juſtice of your Examining-Scheme, and the 
Neceſſity of coming indifferent to a fair Trial. 
Be patient, however, for one Moment, and 1t is 
poſſible I may give you all the Satisfaction you 


can defire in that Article, without any of your 


Interpoſition; *tis poſſible I may anticipate the 
Subſtance of the very Argument you propoſe, 
and become myſelf your unexpected Advocate 
on the Point, For never believe but I am con- 
vinced, as well as you, that Opinions founded on 
Prejudice and Ignorance, are not that Truth 
which the Goſpel requires at our Hands; that 
the Tales of our Nurſes (to uſe your own Stile) 
are by no means that kind of Knowledge wherein 
ſtandeth eternal Life, It is yet farther evident to 
me, that where Reaſon is to determine the 
Cauſe, ſhe muſt be left to herſelf to determine 
fairly; that it is the greateſt Injuſtice and Mockery 
to invite her to give Sentence, where there have 
been Practices before- hand, and are Practices ſtill 
continued, to obſtruct or limit her Influence. 
Thus far it ſeems then I readily agree with you 
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in all your Preliminaries in behalf of Reaſon and 
| her Rights, but you will defer building too much 
upon the Conceſſion, *till you hear the Ground I 
rofeſs for this Agreement; which is, my look- 
N ing upon the Subject before us to be abſolutely 
out of her Juriſdiction. I am fully perſuaded, 
that the judging at all of religious Matters is not- 
the proper Province of Reaſon, or indeed an Af- 
fair where ſhe has any Concern. This is the 
oreat Point in which at preſent we differ, and 
wherein I would, if poſſible, obtain your Con- 
currence, Your ed rational Faith is what I F., 
would fain ſhew you to be a falſe, unwarranted cannot be 
Notion of your own, and without the leaft Ground the Prin- 
to ſupport it, either in Nature or Revelation. I 2 of 
mean, that your Aſſent to Revealed Truths 
ſhould be founded upon the Conviction of your 
Underſtanding. That Work, onee happily ef- 
fected, and the Way, if it may be, well cleared 
in your Mind by the Detection of its miſtaken 
Principles, I ſhould make it my next earneſt 
Bufineſs, as due, to endeavour the ſupplying of 
the Deficiency, and providing you ſome better 
Account of the Matter, ſome fitter and more ef- 
fectual Principle of ſaving Knowledge in it's 
Stead. For the attaining of which Purpoſe, I 
can think of no readier Method, than by attempt- 
ing to ſhew you, | 
Firſt, That Reaſon, or the intellectual Faculty, 
could not poſſibly, both from it's own Nature and 
that of Religion, be the Principle intended by 
God to lead us into a true Faith. 
Secondly, That neither is it fo in Fact from the 
plain Account given us of it in Holy Scripture. 
And, Thirdly, By tracing plainly from the 
ſame indiſputable Authority what it poſitively is, 


and by aſcertaining the proper and preſcribed 
Iu F A 4 hoy Meang 
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Means to come at the Knowledge of Divine 
Truths. 
In the firſt Place, then, Can it be by the Ex- 
erciſe of their Reaſon that Men can be required 
Becauſe to think all alike ? The youngeſt Pupil of Philo- 
required to ſophy would ftart at the Propoſition, and there- 
think all fore I ſhould not on any other Occaſion offer to 
alike. propoſe ſuch a Queſtion to you. You underſtand 
too well what the Principle of Reaſon is to ex- 
pe& any ſuch Conſequente from it; nay, not to 
be certain of it's producing a dire& contrary Ef- 
fect. A Thinker of a much lower Degree of 
Proficiency would diſdain, very juſtly, to beſtow 
a ſecond Thought upon ſo prepoſterous a Scheme, 
4 as that of Unity in Opinion propoſed to be effect- 
i ed by Reafoning. He fees readily at firſt View, 
1 that the different Light Things appear in to dif- 
| ferent Men, muſt neceſſarily create a different 
| Senſe of Things; that an Infinity of Sects (as 
they are called) is but the natural and unavoid- 
able Conſequence of every Man's thinking for 
| | himſelf ; that from the very Notion of ſpecula- 
| tive Enquiry, and the immenſe Variety of hu- 
man Underſtandings, Private Judgments muſt of 


| 

| | courſe run into the greateſt Latitude, 

| In the next Place, with what Regard, with 
| what Patience rather, can one of this Claſs be 
| ſuppoſed to attend to Queſtions propounded to 


| Threatned him, under the Reſtraints of Threats and Autho- 
| into Conſe- Tity, to be talked to of Danger in his Deciſions, 
| Pa. and have the Rod held out with the Leſſon, to 
| priferivea. have Propoſitions tendered to his Reaſon with 
| Penalties annexed ? His Reaſon ever neceſſitated 
| to determine juſt as ſhe does of herſelf, and by 
| her Nature incapable either of paying Compli- 
[ ments, or giving Offence. He is conſcious all 
| the while that he has no ſuch free Vote to diſpoſe 
| of, and therefore diſdains, with all Juſtice, an At- 
| tempt 


ine tempt equally weak and unjuſt, of frightning 
him into a Compliance put of his Power. A 

X- Tphpeſe would be all ſo many groſs and palpahle 

Abſurdities upon the Face of ſuch a Commiſlion, 

I fay, if Application were intended to be made 

by it to the Underſtanding. For that it is not T 

ſhall endeavour yet farther to evince by looking a 

little into Life and Practice upon the Occafion, 

by tracing this Faith to it's known Original, and 

pointing directly to the great Root whence all 

our religious Impreſſions notorioufly ſpring. By 

aſking you farther, — — Can a Man be baptized Ordered te 

into a rational Religion? Where is Reaſon con- # baptized 

cern'd when Babes accept the Terms of Salvation 

by Deputy, and are entitled to all the Privileges 

of the moſt extenſive Faith by another's Act? 

By the Baptiſmal Ceremony, they commence 

true Believers at once, and are made Heirs of 

Heaven, you know, by the Faith of their Bondſ- 

men, whilſt as yet they have not the leaſt Share 

or Symptom of Underſtanding themſelves, and 

may in all Poſſibility never live to attain one; 

and which, if they had at the Time, I know not 

yet how they could well give a rational Aﬀent by 

Proxy. Yet ſuch is the Pleaſure and Ordinance 

of God himſelf in this Point. And would he, 

is it probable, have ever laid a Foundation of 

Belief for us, and at the ſame time have made it 

our Duty to ſubvert it? For the very firſt Leſſon 

of Philoſophy, the firſt Step towards the Uſe of 

our Reaſon, is to explode (as you contend, and 

very deſervedly) under the Name of Prejudice, 

all the Effect of our Education, which it is now, 

on the contrary, the Command of our holy Re- 

ligion, that we ſhould induſtriouſly cultivate and 

improve; cultivate, in a Method conformable 

exactly to that of it's implanting, by Application + 

to Heaven, and not to the Schools; by the Uſe 


of 
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3 L of Prayer, and not of Reaſon. A freſh Inſtance 


from the manner of it's Culture, that Reaſon was 
to have originally no Share in making the Graft. 
We are to pray for Encreaſe of our Faith. 
Had we been expected to have contributed to it's 
Eftabliſhment by any Endeavours or Pains of 
our own, we might have had Cauſe to ſuſpect yet 
farther, that the Ground- work too was to be fome- 
thing wherein we were to be ourſelves Acceſſa- 
ries. But if Prayer be the effectual Means propo- 
ſed for the attaining the Perfection of our Faith, 
there is a ſtrong Preſumption too that our La- 
bours of every other Kind were to be ſpared 
throughout the whole Progreſs ; and that it was 
to be introduced after a like manner by Methods 
purely Divine, and without wy of our Aſſiſ- 
tance. That we are to addreſs ourſelves to 
Heaven to inculcate the full Compliment of our 
Belief, will help us to a juſt and uniform Ac- 
count of it's whole Nature, whilſt it points readi- 
ly back to it's Source of Baptiſm, our being to 
look upwards for the Completion of the Bleſ- 
ſing, muſt ſerve ſufficiently to aſcertain it's Ori- 
ginal, and convince us, that it's firſt Seeds can be 
of no human Extraction. For is it poſſible that 
we can conceive how Reaſon can ever found ſuch 
a Faith as Grace can ſecond or add to? Encreaſe 
of Evidence is the only Acceſſion to be made to 
rational Perſuaſion. What a conſiſtent Prayer! 
Give us, O Lord, from Heaven, by thy parti- 
cular Aſſiſtance, a larger Degree of that Faith, 
which we have already attained in part from the 
natural and ordinary Means of Conviction, and 
the Conſideration of the Evidence. 
It is impoſſible, ſurely, when we conſider to 


whom we muſt aſcribe them, that any ſuch ab- 


ſurd Schemes can any longer be ſuppoſed, that 
we can ever imagine, that the great Author and 
3 Finiſher 
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Finiſher of our Faith ſhould have contrived us 
an irrational one, to be afterwards ſuperſeded, or 
even confirmed by a rational one. 

In what Light muſt a Rationaliſt again regard 
all Application by Prayer for the confirming and 
continuing us ftedfaſt in the Faith, and the diſ- 
avowing, in the Fulneſs of our Conviction, all fu- 
ture Uſe of Reaſon for our Security? What is all 
this Practice in your Senſe, but plainly the wilfully 
ſolliciting our favourite Prejudices ? What is all 
this meritorious Perſeverance which we fo ear- 
neſtly affect, but a blind and fooliſh Obſtinacy to 
a preſent Notion, if we have no better an Autho- 
rity than that of our own Reaſon to fix us ? And, 
in Fact, ſo ſtrictly is this irrevocable Conſtancy 
in our Profeſſion, this utter Deafneſs to all farther 
Solicitation for Diſcipleſhip required of all Chriſ- 
tians, that we are warned, though even an Angel 
from Heaven were to preach any new Doctrine 
to us, to give not the leaſt Heed or Credit to his 
Pretenſions. And yet what is there in the utmoft 


of Reaſon's Aſſurances to falſify or confront ſuch 


a Preacher ? What is there that the Nature of an 

external Evidence can poſſibly afford us, that 
has not more than a Balance in ſuch an Autho- 
rity? Had God indeed defign'd that Reaſon ſhould 
be at all imployed upon theſe Occafions, he would 
never, we may depend on it, have thus enjoin'd 
Things which he knew muſt abſolutely deſtroy 
the Effect of it. If the Aſſent he required were 
to be a rational one, it would be highly wicked 


and unjuſt to prepoſſeſs Mens tender Minds in g, 3, 
any Manner before they came to the full Uſe of aug it 
their rational Faculties. But now that we are in our 
actually commanded with early Diligence to re- Childhood. 


. tain our Children as ſo many ſure Votaries to the 
Cauſe we profeſs ourſelves, it is plain that a ratio- 
nal Aſſent is by no Means calculated for, or ex- 

pected 
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Red at our Hands. For, ſure, you will never 
ſay a Man has ſtil] the Uſe of his Reafon impro- 
ving upon him to aſſiſt him afterwards m the ra- 
titying or reverſing of his Parents Inſtructions as 
he ſhall judge fit, when thoſe very Inſtructions 
have all along taken Care (or elſe they have been 
doing nothing) to repreſent all future Diſcoveries 
and Alterations as ſomething beyond Meaſure 
heinous and deteſtable. And what a perverſe 
Apoſtate would he in Fact be looked upon, who, 
upon Notice from his Sureties of the Conditions 
they had engaged him in, ſhould ever think of 
appealing, or making any further Search for he 
Certainty of that Knowledge in which he had been 
inſtructed, and poſitively retuſe to ſtand to what 
they had done in his Name, till they had laid the 
Grounds and Reaſons of their Proceedings before 
him to his Satisfaction? And yet there is not cer- 
tainly, as you ſay, one fingle Argument from 
Reaſon why a Man ſhould not return of courſe 
to Neutrality the firſt Moment he begins to think 
for himſelf. Neutrality! a Term ever of the 
juſteſt Horror and Deteſtation in the Ears of the 
true Believer, in whoſe Account all Suſpenſe and 
Queſtioning upon the Subject amount to a pe- 
remptory and impious Denial. And yet nothing 
is more evident in itſelf, or more readily by all 
allowed than what you aſſert, that no Party is 
qualified to be a Judge, and that to examine fair- 
ly, we muſt come unprejudiced and indifferent 
to the Examination. Examination, in the very 
Term implies a Suſpence of Conviction; and 
therefore if Religion admits at all of Examina- 
tion, it muſt neceſfarily admit likewiſe of (at leaſt 
a temporary) Diſb-lief. The rational Chriſtian, 
whoever he be, muſt of courſe have originally ſet 

out a Sceptic, and heſitated for a Time, even 
 whather that Goſpel were true or falſe. Tell 
3 me 
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me then, I befeech you, you that contend fo 
earneſtly for a rational Belief, ſince the firſt Mo- 
tions of Doubt are, it ſeems, but neceflary Pre- 
parations in your Scheme, and therefore not in 
themſelves criminal, by what Authority (if the 
Evidence happens never to take the Effect) can a 
Man be obliged cwer to be reſolved? If a Man may, 
nay muſt, diſbelteve a while for Information's 
ſake, why may he not even diſbelieve for ever 
on for want of due Information ? If n. Settling of 
be indeed one Moment allowable, who ſhall at- Dake 
certain the preciſe Time for ſumming up the Evi- precariazs, 
dence, and pronouncing Sentence ? Who ſhall 
take upon him to ſettle the laſt lawful Point of 
Heſitation, making the proper Indulgence to the 
tardy Apprehenſion, and exacting a more ready 
Deciſion from the more capable? For all this 
reaſonable Allotment of Time in Proportion to and H 
their ſeveral Abilities, Men muſt innocently take 4 ale up 
who are to work out their Salvation by the Uſe 75 _ 
of their Reaſon : They muſt be permitted to ac- 
quaint themſelves fully and perfectly with the 
Merits of the Cauſe, before they can be expect- 
ed to form maturely, and give in their 1mpor- 
tant Determinations upon it; and the more fair 
and ſevere the Scrutiny, the more Time it muſt 
neceſſarily coſt them: The very Integrity of the 
Examiner will be the natural Impediment to his 
Diſpatch. 

Now if this be the Caſe, that a Man muſt go 
thus long without his religious Determinations, it 
will, I think, be ſomething very difficult to prove 
them neceſlary at all ; fince *tis bable, they 2 v 
mey now come too late to anſwer the End for which r 
they were deſigned. For let us aſk our ſelves, Tine e- 
What is the propoſed Uſe and Purpoſe of this n0ugh to 
Faith required? Is it not to influezee our Aftions, * ＋* 
and direct our Conduct through Life * And when , 


tice. 


have 
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have we more Occaſion for ſuch a Monitor than 
at the Criſis when our Paſſions are moſt prevalent, 
in thoſe early Years when Reaſon is leaſt able to 
form her Judgments in our Aſſiſtance? The Uſe 
of Faith is to enable us 1 overcome the World. 
But what ſhall become of this promiſed Victory, 
if the Conteſt muſt be ſo long depending; and 
if we muſt be ſo long taken up with fitting on our 
Armour? Mean time the Powers of Darkneſs, 
and our own corrupt Diſpoſitions, will be fatally 
gaining Ground upon us every Day, long before 
this boaſted Ally can have raiſed her Forces to 
come in to our Protection, or be qualified in any 
Degree to deal with them. Our Paſſions will be 
beforehand with our Reaſon, in ſpite of all her 
Pretenſions. The Habits of Vice will be taking 
deep Root the while, let her Preparations be ne- 
ver ſo expeditious, or her Motions never ſo 
watchful to oppoſe them; they muſt needs have 
got the ſtart in their Advances, before ſhe can, 
by her Nature, have made any conſiderable Pro- 
greſs in thoſe falutary Diſcoveries, which are to 
regulate or ſubdue them. Now for want of this 
timely Notice, and the Secret of diſtinguiſhing, 
we may more than probably have embark'd in 
wrong Meaſures at ſetting out, and be loſt in the 
Power of Habit beyond Recovery, before we 
know where we are. Unprovided of all reftrain- 
ing Confiderations, and at a Loſs for a better 
Guide, we ſhall, of courſe, give up ourſelves 
whojly to our natural Biaſs, and the Law of In- 
clination 3 and when we have lived the beſt Part 
of our Lives thus at Adventure, and ſtrayed fo 
far without the Leſſons of this ſage Counſellor, 


they will go near, when they arrive to find us 


actually engaged already, and beyond the Power 
of Precept, to retrieve. For want of the early 
Intelligence, we may be innocently involved in 


tha 
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the moſt horrible Degrees of Guilt before we can 
be better informed; ſo that if we have not the 
Benefit of theſe Inſtructions at firfl, it will be to 
very little Purpoſe to have them at all. As long 
as we are debating the Genuineneſs of our Rule, 
we have no Tie upon us to reſpect it's Authority, 
no Inducement to pay it any Degree of Obedience 
or Conformity in our Practice, till it has gained a 
ſufficient Eſtabliſnment and Root in our Opinion. 
Our Actions, if our acquir'd Faith be to preſcribe 
to them, can be under no Direction or Refine 
till the Proceedings of Reaſon have ſettled the 
Standard for Conſcience, and ſatisfied her what 
her Obligations are in thoſe Points. Now what 
a random Conduct this muſt produce with regard 
to any ſtanding Principle, or regular Scheme of 
Morality, is very evident. Whilt I am myſelf 
in Search after juſt Notions of right and wrong, 


and attempting to learn by ſpeculative Diſcoveries 


what they are, tis not much to be expected that 
any one elſe ſhall find them in my Conduct. 
And the Misfortune is, that in our preſent Situa- 
tion there is no ſtanding ftill to look about us, 
even ſo much as to find out the Way. We muſt 
be running on ourſelves in Life, let our Syſtems 
proceed never ſo heavily. 

But were it poſſible ſtill that our doubting Diſ- 
ciple ſnould not be in the mean Time at this ſup- 
poſed Loſs for his Duty on any Occaſion, let his 
natural Obligations, as he may pretend, be never 
ſo obvious and ſelf- evident, and his Practice ne- 
ver ſo ſtrictly conformable; what if without this 


previous Acquiſition and devout Temper I con- ,, . 
tend for, the beſt of Lives is no e _ 75 
to recommend or qualify us for any Regard from Ejteem or 
the Throne of Grace? Good Works done before Acceptance 
Faith, and without the eſpecial Influence of this without 


ſanRifying Principle, are fo far from being ac- 


cepted Faith. 


(6) 
cepted in themſelves as the Terms of a complete 
Obedience, that they do not ſo much as put Men 
into a nearer State for Favour, or a Capacity of 
being the ſooner enlightned ; they do not, as 
our Church expreſſes it, make Men meet to re- 
M! ceive Grace, The exacteſt Obſerver of moral 
i Laws is a vile and wretched Sinner in God's Ac- 
0 count, as long as he proceeds by human Lights 


| and Motives, and upon the Strength of mere 
160 Ethicks only. Nay, even his moſt virtuous Ac- 
| | tions themſelves, are highly criminal and diſ- 
* pleaſing to God, as long as he continues in ſuch 
„ a Diſpoſition of Mind, as they are undoubtedly 
5 of a Nature corrupted and unregenerate. ,For 
i whatſoever is not of Faith is Sin. Without ſome 
| particular Acknowledgments firſt made, there is 
[ not in all our Endeavours the leaſt room to 
| for Acceptance at his Hands. He that cometh to 
i, God, muſt believe that he is; that he has graciouſ- 
l ly revealed his holy Will to Mankind, and grant- 
5 ed them Pardon of Sins by the Mediation of his 
5 Son, and muſt act only in Conſequence of ſuch 
1 Perſuaſion. The un quiet Eſſays of Reaſoning, 
curious Diſquiſitions upon his Being and Attri- 
| | butes, and the Truth and Authenticneſs of Re- 
bl velation, are Practices utterly inconſiſtent with 
[| the Pretenſions of all ſuch as call themſelves 
i Chriſtians, or expect any Benefit from the Goſpel- 
5 Covenant, to which they are always preſumed 
Parties. We muſt be provided of our Greed be- 
fore we are warranted to pray ſo much as for 
Faith itſelf. We muſt not It up our Hands to 
| Heaven with doubting. 
[| | If beyond theſe Uſes aſſigned, the Diſcovery 
0 of our Rule of Action, or the purifying and 
| ſtamping a Value upon the Fruits of common 
li Morality, there be ſtill farther ſomething ab- 
I; ſtractedly of a neceſſary Qualification iri & oo 
l alth; 


5 


Faith, ſomething of a meritorious Nature in the 


Thing itſelf, conſidered merely as a proper Teſt 
of our Obedience. We muſt yet, if Reaſon be 


the allotted Guide, be obliged to wait at leaſt 


till that Reaſon can bring us her Report. Mean 
time in this infidel Interim ſhould Death ſurprize ? Hue 
us, what ſhall now become of our Hopes with- hng enough 
out this neceſſary Preparative for our Introducti- gere 
on? You will examine, you ſay. — Thou Fool ! __ 
this Night ſhall thy Soul be required of thee.— ,, * 
When Death has once overtaken us unfurniſhed 
of our Paſsport, what a kind of Apology to truft 
to will it be to ſay (in ſuch expreſs Contradiction 


to the Proviſion ſo peremptorily enjoined us) that 


we were intending to look into Things ; that we 


were looking out to procure a Wedding-Garment, 

at a Time when we ought to be ready dreſſed to 

attend the Bridegroom, and actually to make our 

Appearance in the Habit? And 1s it now any 

unwarrantable Concluſion, from all theſe Confi- 

derations, to infer, that Religion therefore can 

never be a Thing to be taught, that it muſt needs 

be ſomething that does not require Time 10 attain, ,,,, 

like other common Leſſons and Sciences, which Fi 

are indifferent in their Conſequences ? Since the gu ne- 

very ſame Reaſons that make it neceſſary at all, ery at 

make it equally ſo every. Moment of our Lives. 2 
To leave Mankind a diſputable Subject to ex- f 

erciſe their Judgments upon, and at the ſame 

time to require us all, at the Peril of our Souls, to 

be in the right, — Demonſtration itſelf is not 

Ground ſufficient to exact ſuch an Aſſent, unleſs 

it be ſelf-evident too, and if there be the leaſt of 

Induction or Inference in the Caſe. For the Ge- N 11. 

nerality of Apprehenſions extend not beyond a 7 

ſimple Propoſition; and are thrown out at once Ver Rea- 

at the very Mention of introducing a Medium. th * 

The Souls of the Multitude are lodged in their“ 

. B Hands, 
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Hands, and that for the wiſeſt Purpoſes. They 
are formed entirely with a View to active Life, 
wherein the true Intereſts of Society are much 
more effectually conſulted, than in their being 
calculated for making the moſt ingenious Diſcuſſi- 
ons in the unftuitful Province of Argument and 
Speculation. And what an injurious Repreſenta- 
tion, what an arbitrary Image is this then of our 
wiſe and good Creator! requiring a juſt Judg 
ment of Things, and not giving Abilities to judge 
at all; making Salvation a Matter of blind 
Chance and Gueſs-work, and * our preci- 
ous Souls upon the Hazard of a random Conjec- 
ture; and all this too, where the ini 
either right or wrong muſt in itſelf be equally me- 
ritorious. For the N ature of the Evidence of Re- 
ligion, in your rational Way, being founded en- 
tirely on the Credit and Authenticneſs of Hiſto- 
ry, 2 very critical Point to pronounce upon, it is 
impoſſible, without a good natural Turn for Rea- 
ſoning, and even ſome very confiderable Acqui- 
ſitions of Learning ſuperadded, to give any rati- 
onal Deciſion at all in the Caſe. Whereas, how 
few are there, I ſay, that Nature has endowed 
with theſe proper Talents ; and how much fewer 
whom their Education has adapted for any ſuch 
Tatk? A Conſideration that has often excited 
my Wonder, to ſee Mr. _ Addiſon, in behalf of 
Religion, inſiſting ſo ſtrenuouſſy upon the Force 
of it's external Proofs, and the Authenticneſs of 
Facts, evincing, as he certainly does, beyond all 
The Rea. Contradiction, the Veracity of the Sacred Writ- 
honableneſi ings and Million, as an undoubted and unexcep- 
gene tionable Claim to univerſal Diſcipleſhip. Whereas, 


eligion in 


Speculation if my humble Senſe, the Truth of the Hiſtory 
nothing to itſelf is by no means the Matter in Queſtion, but 
the Pur- my Obligation to aſſent to it. It is one thin 
Paſe. whether a Propoſition be indeed true in itſelf, 


another 


by, 


r / OT 
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another whether a Man be bound to apprehend 
and believe it, A Diſtinction, I can't but think, 
not ſufficiently attended to on this Subject. For 
that abſolute and certain Truth of the Goſpel, 
which ſhines out indeed ſo conſpicuouſly upon a 
proper Diſcuſſion and Acquaintance, does yet not 
at all hinder but that it may very poſlibly appear 
otherwiſe to the rude and ſhort-ſighted Under- 
ſtandings of many, that cannot enter ſufficiently 
into the- Argument to hecome apprized of it's 
Merits. It is ſtill a ſpeculative Truth, whoſe 
Explanation and whole Force depends upon a juſt 
Apprehenſion of moral Proofs, and is to be learnt 
only by Reaſoning ; and therefore muſt from it's 
Nature be liable to be often miſconceived, and 
have it's Opponents ſo far neceſſitated, and there- 
fore innocent in their Oppoſition, without ſome 
farther Cauſe and Principle of Offence to juſtify 
their being damned for miſtaking. Demonſtra- 
tive, doubtleſs, it is; but what 1s that to 'me, 
who have not the Talents requiſite for entering in- 
to Demonſtrations? It is by no means ſufficient 
that your Argument be indeed concluſive in it- 
ſelf, unleſs you can adapt it effectually to my Un- 
derſtanding too, and make it concluſive to me. 
It muſt be upon ſuch a Connexion only, that all 
my Duty in the Caſe can poſſibly be grounded. 
For in what Relation can any thing ſtand to me, 
of which I have no Perception ? Your Muſick 
may poſſibly be juſt in it's Kind to the moſt cri- 
tical ExaRnels, t as long as I am naturally deaf 
or untuned to the Voice > the Charmer, charm 
be never ſo wiſely and expertly, it is impoſſible for 
you to expect that I ſhould ever pronounce from 
my own Knowledge that he does ſo, or expreſs 
any Marks of my Approbation or Applauſe upon 
the Occafion. It muſt be one that hath Ears 10 
hear, and be properly r by it; one, who 
2 by 


cellent Analogy of Reaſon and Revelation, lately 


(20) 
by having cultivated a Taſte for Harmony and 
Concords, is become able to receive it, that muſt 
give it it's due Teſtimony. For me, under my 
unlucky Impediment, it can be no Affront to the 
Juſtneſs of the Compoſition, or any juſt Ground 
of Offence to the Performer, that I have really 
nothing to ſay to it. That the Hiſtorical Facts 
of the Goſpel are moſt highly credible and con- 
vincing to ſuch as have the Capacity to look into 
them, we both readily agree; but to ſuch as have 
not, I affert, that they are properly neither true 
nor falſe; they are not chargeable with any Ver- 
dict about them, one way or the other. The 
Reaſoners on the other Side ſay, This is true, and 
therefore all Men muſt believe it.” I fay, it is 
< true, but all Men cannot believe it, or frame an) 
s reaſonable Notion about it.“ The Difference he- 
twixt us is evidently not the Truth of Chriſtiani- 
ty; that main Point we both unanimouſly allow: 
The Connexion and Juſtice of the Inference, that 
becauſe it is true, therefore all Men are bound to 
believe it, is the Circumſtance I ſo juſtly except 
againſt, 

For the fame Reaſon, all the ingenious Appli- 
cations of myſterious Prophecies, and their Refe- 
rences, are in my Opinion never to be mention- 
ed as Arguments and Means of Conviction, in 
behalf of a Truth deſtined to be univerſally re- 
ceived. The learned and profound Calculation 
of DaniePs Weeks, if religious Faith were a Mat- 
ter of mere Speculation, would go near to tempt 
me D into a favourable Opinion of the Cri- 
ticiſm and Juſtneſs of the Conjecture. The ex- 


communicated, might induce me yet more pow- 
erfully to acknowledge at leaſt a very great and 
ſpecious Appearance of Truth in it's traced Con- 
nexions and Inferences, if the Subject were in- 

different 
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different in it's Conſequences, and I were left to 
myſelf to pronounce freely what occurred natu- 
rally to my Mind from the Conſideration of it. 
But when I conſider all theſe enlightening Lucu- 
brations as Proofs actually inſiſted on, and whoſe 
Force I am bound to admit, as calculated for the 
eneral and ready Uſe of all thoſe to whom the 
83 of Believing is addreſt; or, in ſhort, as 
that which any Part of the Evidence of Chriſti- 
anity is to ſtand upon, or depend for it's Support; 
however I may honour the ſagacious Authors of 
theſe new Lights for their particular Diſcoveries, 
I cannot but draw to myſelf very different Conſe- 
uences from thoſe they ſeem to expect from 
their Propoſal of them. Inſtead of availing to 
convince my Reaſon of the Truth of any particu- 
lar religious Syſtem, they have a juſt contrary 
Effect, and ſuggeſt ſtrongly to me, that ſuch a 
Poſition can never be that neceſſary Truth, 
which ſtands in need of any ſuch far fetched Apo- 
logies, and laboured Accounts, to reconcile and 
explain it. I conſider all theſe as, in Truth they 
are, Inventions of late Date, and therefore at beſt 
ſuperfluous towards the main Defign, ſince Reli- 
gion muſt needs, to my thinking, have been e- 
qually evident, and well-eſtabliſhed, long before 
ever theſe new Defences were ſo happily thought 
of. Whenever I refle& with myſelf upon the 
general Importance and End of Religion, I can- 
not found it's Evidence by any means on any 
Complication of Circumſtances to be traced out 
by Induſtry or Addreſs, for the Illuſtration of it's 
Authority. I cannot but form to myſelf ſome 
more ſimple Characteriſtick of full Sufficiency al- 
ways accompanying it. I cannot but conclude in 
my Mind, that the whole Force of it's Evidence 
muſt have been contemporary with the original 
Inſtitution itſelf, and * entirely 2 
3 or 


| 

„ | 

for the Purpoſe ever ſince it's firſt Publication; 
that neceſfity Truths were not revealed b 
halves, and left to be perfected afterwards at Lei- 
ſure by the Efforts of Human Wit; that the Evi- 
dence of the Goſpel muſt have this one Property 
of it's Great Author, to be the ſame Yeſterday, 10 
Day, and for ever; and confequently muſt have 
been equally plain and affecting to ſuch as never 
lived to be in the Way of theſe ſupplemental Re- 
velations, and who never heard a Syllable in their 
Lives of Weeks or Analogies. 

There might till be ſome faint Showof Founda- 
tion or Pretence perhaps for our endeavouring to 
multiply this Kind of improved Hints and ſpecula- 
tive Refinements upon the Subject, if the Candidates 
for Heaven were all Philoſophers and Scholars. 
But we are to remember always that the Terms 
of Salvation are equally calculated for the Benefit 
of ſuch as cannot ſo much as read ; as they were 
chiefly publiſhed to the World by Men actuall 
under that Incapacity themſelves. In Fact, it 
notorious that the moſt, and I might add, the 
beſt, of every religious Profeſſion do never con- 
cern themſelves the leaſt in any argumentative 
Taſks, or would indeed he ever the wiſer for it, 
if they did. And thoſe few who pretend, ot 
perhaps flatter themſelves that they are indeed 
rationally convinced in the Point, may yet recol- 
lect, if they will fairly own the Truth, that they 
were equally convinced before the Trial, or, at 
leaſt, had {trong Preſages beforehand, on which 
Side the Truth lay, and intended, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, to be convinced at ſetting out. | 

For granting yet farther every Man living to 
be naturally as capable as you pleaſe of judging in 
theſe Points, that in Conſequence of fach Capa- 
city, his Reaſon, duly excited, muſt needs lead 
him to embrace Chriſtianity, in Preference to 47 

1 © 
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the other religious Profeſſions in the World, and 
to diſtinguiſh ſtill farther our eſtabliſhed Church 
in particular, as the Mode the moft conformable 
to that divine Plan; I aſk ſtill, where is the Man 


living in the Situation requiſite for the Execution 


of ſuch an Attempt, and qualified, even upon this 


Suppoſition, to make the Trial? Prejudice, ever 73, 43“ 
2 than the firſt Eſſays of Reaſon, is as abſo- and 25 7 
lute a Diſqualification for ſuch a Taſk, as the Men 4% 


teſt natural r 02 _/ A thouſand ſtrong 
mpreſſions already ſunk deep into his Mind, a 


thouſand natural Attachments to Cuſtoms, Per- 4y hei- 
ſons and Things, have long e' er this Time put it aa 
abſolutely out of his Power to be able to make Prejudices. 


equitable Decifions in Caſes where the Intereſts of 
any of theſe Favourites are concerned. An inno- 
cent Partiality contracted for particular Objects, 
and Notions familiarized to us by long Acquain- 
tance, an honeſt and natural Fondneſs for our old 
Friends, will never it us now to exert our 
Judgments difintereftedly, where they may poſ- 
ſibly be affected by the Event, or diſpoſe us to 
afford this Exactneſs of fair Play to new Comers. 
As long as Men are ſubject to the Influence of 
Paſſions, as well as Reaſon, ſuch a calm and 
Stoical Conduct is not to be expected; or that 
the Cauſe of the Stranger ſhould have all this ri- 
gid Juſtice and ſtrict Regard that look ſo becom- 
ing in Ly paid to it's Pretenfions and Merit, 
when once the Judge's Affections have been ſo 
deeply pre-engaged, and have unwarily taken 

their Part in the Debate. 
Now it is to be remembered all along, and car- 
ried carefully with us through all theſe Conſide- 
rations, that the great Command to believe, is per- 
emptory and abſolute. No Conditions in the Caſe 
that we ſhall believe if we have Time, if we __ 
B 4 - 
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Ailities; or if preceding Prejudices have not firſt 
taken too faſt Hold to prevent us. 

To paſs over all theſe preſumptive Obſtacles in 
| the Way, let us however ſuppoſe, that our ra- 
—” Rationa tional Enquirer has happily laboured through all 

Faith, Impediments to his Witt; that he is crowned 
when at- with all imaginable Succeſs in his Undertaking, 
= 3 and confirmed at laſt beyond all Remains of Doubt 
aufe and Scruple in his religious Perſuaſions: Let us 
be Ends. conſider him for the preſent as having attain'd to 
the. higheſt Degree of Satisfaction in the Point 
that Reaſon can poſſibly help him to; will a 
Faith, thus built upon £57 og ever furniſh 
1005 out any of thoſe miraculous Effects, which are de- 
Wl. ſcribed to attend a juſt and finifſh'd Belief? Can 
(his this be the Faith whoſe promiſed Influence was 
to ſuperſede the Powers of ſecond Cauſes, and 
i triumph over the whole Courſe of Nature in it's 
| j Operations? Can this be the Faith whoſe Effi- 
5 cacy was to remove Mountains, and make Men 
5 walk upon the Water? Or will it even ſerve to 
W's re any of thoſe more known and ordin 
4 5 haracteriſticks that are given us to diſtinguiſh 
1 the true Believer? For Inſtance, will ſuch a 
| * Would Faith ever produce that lively and active Spirit 
ary % of Zeal in the Cauſe, which is every where ſo 
| ſtrongly recommended to all Profeſſors of the 
| Goſpel? The calm Votary of Reaſon's Dictates 
| will not fo readily be brought to expreſs all that 
ſanguine Concern for his Opinions, which is re- 
quired of a Diſciple of Chriſt. He will be apt to 
ll. be very much wanting in that laudable Warmth 
At with which religious Truths are to be aſſerted and 
5 u He will never be ſolicitous enough a- 
out the Succeſs of his Inferences, or reſent with 
a becoming Ardour the Contradiction of his Doc- 
trines and Hypotheſes. The glimmering Light, 
at 


(+25) 
that conducts his Underſtanding, will never 
have Strength enough to light up ſuch a po- 


n tent Fire as that of Zeal; a Zea! according to 
— Knowledge will ſcarce ever deſerve the Name. 
I He that has once experienced all the Difficulties 
d and Uncertainties, that attend a Courſe of Rea- 


ſoning, will never dare to abet any of his Diſ- 
coveries with Warmth. He will have ſeen enough 
to make him very tender in taking upon him 
0 to dictate boldly, or communicate abſolute Leſ- 


it ſons of Inſtruction, and nothing to authorize his 
a inſiſting vehemently, or contending earneſtly, in 
h Behalf of a Faith wherein he was his own Maſter ; 
a ſince the beſt Warrant of human Reaſon can ne- 
n ver give ſuch Aſſurance of the Truth, but that 
S we may poſſibly be miſtaken ; and if we may, it is 
d Madneſs of Partiality to attack another's Prin- 
's ciples with Vehemence, as if we were the only 
1- Perſons not liable to Error. He conſiders him- 
n ſelf not only as not infallible, but frequently not 
0 conſiſtent with himſelf; that he has found, even 
in himſelf, very different Sentiments, at diffe- 
4 rent Seaſons, upon the ſame Subject. Or if poſ- 
a ſibly he has not actually remarked already any 
it Thing of the Kind, can he ever be ſure from 
0 any Degree of Conviction which he feels at pre- 
le ſent that the Vibration of his Judgment is en- 
8 tirely over, and fixed in violably to that one Point? 
it Can he at any Time be able to promiſe himſelf 
e- riveted for Life in Opinion, and be certain that 
0 his Underſtanding ſhall never revoke her 
h Sentence? And if he cannot indeed be thus ſe- 
d cure of his own Conſtancy and laſting Attach- 
1 ment, it will but ill become him to require too 
h zealouſly of others their ſtedfaſt Adherence to 
= Principles, which he knows not but he may poſ- 
ty fibly live one Day to change and contradict him- 
it ſelf. It is, he is ſenſible, but a very unpromi- 


ſing 
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ſing Dependance for Diſciples where the Guide 
himſelf is liable to alter his Mind, which muft 
ever be the neceflary Situation of every Teacher, 
who derives his Authority from no higher a Prin- 
ciple or ſtronger Light than that of his own 
Reaſon. If he deal ingenuouſly in his Reſearches, 
and proſecute Truth with that Honeſty and Vi. 
our which he ought, he muſt be unavoidabl 
iable to Recantation every Moment of his Lil 
without Remedy. For the Decrees of a human 
Underſtanding can, in their Nature, have no 
Pretenſion to be irreverſible. The cleareſt "Evpyxa 
That can help us to, muſt ever leave Room for 
| *® dpovlides Tee to ſuperſede it. 

And this is another very ſingular and eſſential 
Defe& of a rational Faith, that it muſt always be 
fo very precarious. For what Reaſon firſt eſta- 

Voc hanse. bliſh'd, it is evident the ſame Reaſon muſt ever 
00 ge 0 
abs have the Power to repeal. Hence a rational 
Faith will ever be /ubjef to Change, and the moſt 
fixed Reſolves and mature Determinations, that 
Reaſon can make, muſt be always ready to be 
turned about with every Wind of Doctrine, as the 
Evidence ſhall ſhift to another Point. The Phi- 
loſopher, after his ſtrongeſt Concluſions, ſpeaks 
however very diffidently of their Continuance. 
Such, he ſays, are his preſent Sentiments upon 
the Subject; but that they will be always ſo, 1s 
what he can by no means anſwer for or enſure ; 
fince it is not impoſſible but ſome new Evidence 
may ſtill ſucceed of Weight to turn the Scale, 
and ſet Things again in a quite different Light 
from that in which they have hitherto appeared 
to him. And Reaſon can never, with any Show 


The Author is ſuppoſed here to allude to a Book of that 
Title written, as I think, by the famous Dr. wn, in his 
later Years, and wherein he recanted ſome more 


Opinion, which he had before laudably abetted. 


* 


of 


of Juſtice, be {6 abſurdly partial and tenacious, 
as for the Sake of any Conclufions already made, 
to tutn à deaf Far to all future Suggeſtions, which 
may offer in the Cauſe, and which muſt have 
ſtill an equal Right to Audience with their fa- 
vourite Predeceſſors, if the Sentence of our paſt 
Judgment cannot claim to be abſolutely definitive 
and infallible: Whereas it is the religious Man's 
Reſolution, as it is his Duty, to perſiſt in the 
Faith he has once eſpouſed to his Life's End. 
Convinced of the Truth of his adopted Goſpel, 
he diſclaims henceforth all farther Trial, and tri- 
umphs forthwith in ſuch a ſuppoſed Certainty, that 
he piouſly implores the Protection of Heaven to 
en yon him firm in his preſent Situation, againſt 
the darigerous Power of any Innovation whatſo- 
ever, and all new Principles that might poſſibly 
alter and corrupt him. — It is impoſſible for me 
to ſuggeſt, or indeed for Nature to furniſh out a 
ſtronger Picture of that cool and moderate Tem- 
per of a Rationaliſt which I have been deſcribing, 
than that which our daily Experience preſents 
us with in the Caſe of Converts from one Reli- 
gion to another. The Caſe of the World, where 
Reaſon is ever ſuppoſed to be the moſt eminently 
and viſibly concerned, and profeſſed to be indeed 
the ſole Principle in the Proceeding. Reduce a 
Man once by Argument from his original Preju- 
dices, however groſs and abſurd, and that to the 
moſt juſt and well-grounded Perſuafion in Na- 
ture, and ſee the Conſequence. Will the At- 
tachment of ſuch a Proſelyte to his new Light 
bear any Degree of Proportion ever after to that 
he once expreſſed for thoſe occult and myſterious 
Articles, which he had derived without a Syl- 
lable of Controverſy from the Leſſons of his Pa- 
rents? The ſetting him once to arguing for 
himſelf, has ſpoiled him for ever for any ſecond 
1 Attachment 
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Attachment of the Kind. The Reverential Part of 


our Adherence, which takes it's Riſe from a ſup 
ſed ſacred Authority, being once removed, it is im- 


poſſible we ſhould ever after be brought back again 


to pay the ſame profound and religious Deference 
to our own uncertain Reaſonings, and Diſcove- 
ries of our own making. The juſt Horrour of 
venturing at all upon ſuch a Queſtion, where the 
Truth of Religion is concerned, and where a 
Poſſibility of it's Falſhood is actually ſuppoſed, is 
the beſt and only Security of our proper Vene- 
ration for the Subject. When once theſe impor- 
tant Out-works are demoliſhed, when once we 
are come ſo far as to make no Scruple of examin- 
wg freely for ourſelves, the main Hold upon our 
religious Engagements 1s then broke rough 
and farewel for ever all the true Spirit of Diſ- 
cipleſhip. The very preſuming that we have a 
Right to call theſe Matters to a Re-hearing, and 
Abilities to decide in them for ourſelves, is an ef- 
fectual Step taken towards the throwing off all 
that obſequious Awe, and Dependance, which is 
the Life of this Cauſe. When once we have 
made a Practice of traverſing with ſo much Free- 
dom the Avenues and Approaches of the San- 
ctuary, when once we have preſumptuouſly in- 
ured ourſelves to the ſtamping thus boldly and 
familiarly over holy Ground, we ſhall with Dif- 
ficulty be recovered to a tender Senſe of the 
Reverence and Devotion due to the Place, to the 
pious Poſture of humble Supplicants, and Pro- 
tration. Accordingly we may ever obſerve in 
our Proſelyte, that once turned adrift into Specu- 
lation, however he may anchor accidentally for 
a Time, his contracted Propenſity to Motion and 
fluctuating, will ſtill ſtick faſt to him in all Sta- 
tions. That however fixed and ſatisfied he may 
imagine or profeſs himſelf, his Conſtancy and 

1 Allegiance 
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Allegiance are no longer ſecure, than till a new 
Maſter ſhall offer to his better Liking. That amidſt 
all his Illumination profeſſed, he is yet no deſpe- 
rate Subje& for a freſh Application. He conti- 
nues ſtill ſupine in his Devotion, and diſcovers 
no violent Partiality and Paſſion for the Cauſe. 
His Affections are but half inliſted, and by his 
Poſture, he is yet liſtening out for farther In- 
telligence. In r he wears his Perſuaſion all 
the while like one, who is always ready and diſpo- 
ſed to be converted again, whenever he ſhall meet 
with any Thing that may appear more worthy 
his Attention or Engagement. 
So far we may ſee is Reaſon in it's Effects from 
contributing to the making of one Flock and one 
Fold, that it will but ill ſerve ſo much as to en- 
ſure one ſtraggling Sheep, that it has by Chance 
helped in thither. | 
nce more, as the rational Believer can never 
take upon him to pronounce himſelf inviolably 
ſecure in his Adherence to the Cauſe he has eſpou- 
ſed, ſo neither can he promiſe himſelf that Com- ; 
placency and Satisfaction of Mind, reſulting from Would not 
the Conſciouſneſs of ſuch a Faith, which is the 57 h 
bleſſed Fruit of that true and genuine Faith I comfort 
contend for. For let your common Experience in the Re- 
determine whether that Perſon does not enjoy his fiction. 
Belief with much greater Tranquillity and Con- 
fidence of Spirit, who never aſked himſelf one 
ſingle Queſtion about it, than he, who by the 
moſt elaborate Diſcuſſions, and buſieſt Search, 
has attained to the utmoſt Degree of moral Afſ- 
ſurance in the Matter. The Philoſophical Be- 
liever, who built his Faith originally on the Force 
of Arguments, may poſlibly find thoſe Argu- 
ments not ſo readily occur to his Memory in thoſe 
2 Hours, when he has the moſt Occaſion 
or their Support, and conſequently will be liable 
| at 
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at every Turn to his Miſgivings and Diſtruſſz 
about the Sufficiency of thoſe Reaſonings he cans 
not for the preſent ſo well recollect; whilſt he, 
that has once arrived at the full and lating Af, 
ſurance of a juſt and heavenly Faith, can never 
be to ſeek at any Time for the Grounds and 
Motives of his firſt Conviction and Dependance: 
Having never, for his Part, dealt at all in the 
Evidence of Reaſon, he can never poſſibly have 
the Streſs of his Concluſions diminiſhed or ob- 
ſcured by a Review, or be at any Loſs to reco- 
ver all their original Force at Pleaſure; but muſt 
always have the ſame Baſis of his Hopes alike 
eftabliſhed, and therefore muſt to the End be 
fecure of enjoying all that Peace of Mind which 
the World and carnal Intelligence cannot give, 
without any the Jeaſt Interruption from the Ca- 
price of Thought or Complexion. 

In the laſt Place, no Conviction drawn from Rea- 
ſoning can ever have Force enough to make us Viriu- 


Force ſuf- ous againſt our [nclinations; the higheſt Degree of 


fecient to 


command 


our Paſ- 
W 


Peropenſities of our Nature, (in which our Obe- 


count or Teſtimony at all liable to be controvert- 


moral Aſſurance will never he a ſufficient Balance for 
pon Temptations. The mortifying all our moſt 
oved Affections, and reſtraining all the ſtrongeſt 


dience to religious Rules conſiſts) is too ſubſtan- 
tial a Sacrifice to be made to the moſt 223 
Suggeſtions of our own fallacious Reaſonings. 


We may well conclude, that he who framed 
human Mechaniſm, and conſequently underſtands 


ſo thoroughly the neceſſary Influences of all it's 


various Springs, will always take Care to pro- 


portion the Evidence of the Reward propoſed to 


the Difficulty of the Duty required. A Com- 


mand, that expects us to give up all the Demands 


of our deareſt Paſſions to it's Authority, muſt be 


introduced to us, at leaſt, by no doubtful Ac- 


ed. 
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ed. Venerable Tradition and Hiſtorical Re- 
cords, though never ſo plauſible and well atteſted, 
under all the moſt favourable Circumſtances that 
the ſevereſt Malice of an exceptious Critic can 
demand, or the moſt provident Invention of a 
ſubtle. Impoſtor frame, can yet never, with all 
it's boaſted Pretenſions be a ſufficient Baſis for a 
Belief, which is to produce a new Courſe of Life, 
and an abſolute Maſtery of our Paſſions, in Op- 
poſition to all the importunate Solicitations of 
Senſe, and the violent Appetites of depraved 
Nature. It is ſtill all but human Teſtimony this, 
in it's Nature ever liable to Error, as depending 
only on fallible Authors. And however forcibly 
ſuch an Evidence may operate for the preſent 
upon our Judgment whilſt actually under Conſul- 
tation, however it may induce us at our ſpecu- 
lative Hours to pronounce peremptorily in Be- 
half of it's full Sufficiency, of the abſolute Cer- 
tainty of the Points it conveys, we ſhall ſee all 
it's true Amount and Weight in a juſter Light 
at thoſe Seaſons when we expect to make Uſe of 
it, and feel it's Influence, and ſhall be apt to re- 
member involuntarily when we come to Action, 
and ſome darling Paſſion croſſed by it puts the 
Queſtion in good earneſt home to us; that it is 
nothing more than the precarious Conjecture of 
a fllible Judge, upon the traditional Teſtimony 
of a fallible Witneſs : A ſlender Foundation for 
a Principle, which is to have ſuch vital and He- 
roic through the Conduct of our whole 
Lives! Can a Scheme, thus vouched and aſcer- 
tained, be ever expected to gain that prevailing 
Aſcendancy over our Minds, as to change thus 
wonderfully all our obvious and palpable Inte- 
reſts, and take off all our Regard from Objects 
preſent and familiar to our Deſires, to bring us 
to depend confidently. on diſtant Expectations and 


Promiſes 


Much kf; 


to make us 
* ſuffer Mar- 
tyr dom. 


dence that the Nature of the Subject can pofliblyf 


cluſive and ſatisfactory, to anſwer the Purpoſe 
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Promiſes for our Compenſation? I will very re 
dily grant you all the moral Certainty in the 
Proofs that you can deſire; and tler tha 
this is indeed the higheſt Degree of rational Eyi 


admit. What I contend for is, that it 4 i 
ſomething ſtill greater, and more abſolutely con 


enforcing a holy Life, and to weigh in the Scal: 
againſt demonſtrative Good; that we ſhall hard 
be induced to quit what we actually feel, for any 
leſs Conſideration than ſomething which we accu. 
ally know; that nothing leſs than a thorough Con. 
viction can effectually ſecure a thorough Refor. 
mation. To deter Men from taking up with an 
Enjoyment already in their Power, they mult 
have the cleareſt Proſpect of ſomething better to 
ſucceed in it's Room. Things preſent have all 
the Advantage on their Side in bidding to our 
Senſes, and the moſt valuable Reverſions are but 
of ſmall Regard in Competition with what is be- 
fore us. Nor can we be juſtly blamed for this 
Conduct. Our Reaſon bids us make ſure of ſome- 
thing, and not part with the Good we have to 
truſt too far to Futurity for Amends, if there be 
the leaſt Poſſibility of our being diſappointed in 
our Security. And therefore it is by no means 
ſufficient to ſay that there is a great Appearance 
of Probability, and that Fruth ſeems to lie on 
this Side of the Queſtion. The defending Sword 
muſt play full in Sight, or the delicious Apple 
will infallibly be ſnatched at for Want of a dil- 
ſuaſive of equal Force to reſtrain us. — And if 
this rational Faith will not, as I have hitherto 
ſhewed, ſerve us even defenſively, and on com- 
mon Emergencies, ſo much as to make a good 
living Chriſtian, much leſs will it ſtill to produce 
4 fait ful Martyr upon Occaſion, if ever ſo ſevere 
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an Exerciſe of it he demanded at our Hands. 


Here is yet a more conſpicuous Inftance of that 
abſolute Certainty which there ought to be in our 
Faith for ſuch a Purpoſe, fince the ſtrongeſt Ope- 
rations of our Reaſon can never point out Truth 
to us in a Light glaring and forcible enough to 
furniſh ſuch an Experiment. The glorious and 
undaunted Confeſſors that have encountred this 


| laſt terrible Conſequence, and actually triumphed 


over this fiery Trial of their Perſuaſion, proceeded 
upon a much higher and ſurer Principle to bear 
them out in all their heroic Sufferings, otherwiſe 


J muſt be free to think that Abner's Elegy would 


have ſuited the braveſt of them, Died be as a 
&* Fodl dieth.” Such Degrees of Fortitude are no 
Effects for ordinary Conviction to produce, the 
ſtrongeſt moral Aſſurance is not that cordial Re- 
flection and Dependence that can inſpire all this 
amazing Conſtancy and Reſolution into Men ex- 
piring under the laſt Extremity of Torture, nor 
the moſt flattering Likelihoods a Match for the 
preſent and certain Pangs of agonizing upon the 
Rack. The Philoſopher thus preſſed would be 
apt, with a very natural Caſuiſtry, to diſtinguiſh 
betwixt Opinions and Principles, and to remit 
much of his Tenaciouſneſs under ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, Rational Conviction will readily be diſ- 
truſted when Matters come to ſuch a Criſis, 
though perhaps never before ſuſpected in a State 
of indolent Toleration, and the ſmooth Calms of 
Life, Men at ſuch a Seaſon will naturally be 
alarmed to enquire more nearly what Grounds 
they ſtand upon in the Point, when once they 
find that they muſt indeed put all to the Hazard 
to retain it, and be compelled to ſeal their Pro- 
feſſions, if they will abide by them, with their 
Blood. Such a Proſpect will rouze them in good 
earneſt to a different kind of Examination Rom 
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what has hitherto entered into their Thoughts, to 
know for certain what they have to truſt to, or de- 
termine m the Caſe ; fo near a Concern will im- 
meditely engage their beſt Attention, and the 
Service of all their Faculties in the ay j it will 
t tem upon computing with the moſt impar- 
on — the A and Loſs attend- 
ing each important Alternative, and making the 
ſtricteſt prudential Eſtimate upon the Matter. 
They will then be folicitous to know, by all 
11 Means of Scrutiny, the full Worth and 
its of a Cauſe that is likely to prove ſo ex- 
* to them. Their Prejudices and Puncti- 
10's they will be diſpoſed to lay but ſmall Streſs 
on under fuch Diſadvantages, and will, it is pro- 
bable, not be over-forward to give, even to the 
Appearance of Reaſon herſelf, any Thing more 
than what it will well and ſtrictly bear. In fine, 
will it be any thing very uncharitable to ſup- 
poſe, that a modeſt Diffidence of our own De- 
terminations may prove the Reſult of our matu- 
rer Thoughts in this Dilemma ; that the chief of 
our Diſcoveries will be in the End the great Duty 
of Self-preſervation in Uncertainties z and that 
both Nature and Reafon ſhould unite their Voices 
to determine us anew to lower our Flag of Defi- 
ance, and not venture to die for our Deductions? 
The Rationaliſt may indeed, in his Retirement, 
be wonderfully affected with the abſtracted Con- 
templation of his Diſcoveries, and his formed 
Reſolutions of conſtantly perſiſting in them ; but 
when once he 1s called upon to exert it's promiſed 
Influence, and put it toa Teſt like this, he will ſoon 
be convinced, that he muſt call in much greater 
Aid than that of plauſible Hypotheſes, to con- 
firm him ſtedfaſt amidſt the Rage and Cruelty of 
malicious Murtherers, and enable him to be 
faithful to the laſt to a perſecuted Religion, = 
tnat 
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that nothing, but a fixed and well-grounded Con- 
fidence of being happy for ever in another World, 
can effectually prevail on him to renounce all his 
Hopes and Intereſts in this. Where we are to 
act up to ſuch an exalted Height as to ftrive unto 
Blood, we muſt have ſome very ſubſtantial and 
viſible Inducement before us to keep up our Spi- 
rits in the Conflict; the exceeding Weight of Glory 
will have but little Weight with us, till it be firſt 
fully revealed, we muſt have this Heaven actu- 
ally opened to our View, and behold the Son of 
Man ftanding plainly before our Eyes, not 
through the dim and obſcure Perſpectives of 
Hiſtory and Tradition to ſupport and reward us. 

Thus far the many obvious Difficulties that 
ariſe merely from the very Face of the Matter 
itſelf, when we conſider religious Faith as a 
Thing to be determined by our Reaſon, and 
what naturally and readily occurs to us in reflec- 
ting from ſuch a Suppoſition. 

My next Proof propoſed was, That Reflection 
and common Senſe were ſeconded and confirmed in 
this Point by the Divine Word itſelf, and that it 
was plain from Scripture, that no ſuch Appeal 
to the Underſtanding was actually ever made or 
intended. 

It is indeed but Juſtice due to the Glorious and 
Heaven-concerted Scheme of our Salvation, to 
ſhew, that no ſuch abſurd and prepoſterous Pro- 
ject was ever offered to be ſet on Foot in the 
Cauſe; that the Fountain of all Wiſdom did in- 
deed never form or amuſe us with any ſuch 
ſtrange Propoſal, as, — Judge whether you 
have Time or not; judge whether you are 
* Judges or not ; judge all for yourſelves, and 
yet judge all alike.” 

Now this Part of my Aſſertion would, I think, 
demand of me only a ſmall Degree of my In- 
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duſtry for it's Juſtification. I ſhould, I appre- 
hend, have little more than merely to collect and 
range for the Purpoſe, all thoſe Expreſſions, both 
literal and figurative, that treat of the Nature of 
Faith, or have any Relation to the Subject. Such 
as, —- Leſt they ſhould underſtand with their 
Hearts; — Their fooliſh Heart was darkned; — 
Purified their {carts by Faith. Expreſſions, ap- 
plicable with no Propriety to the intellectual Fa- 
culty, but evidently deſcriptive of the Will only. 

But, as Quotations in Behalf of doctrinal Points 
are many times liable to have their Application 
diſputed, and it is perhaps often difficult enough 
to aſcertain critically their juſt Senſe and Mean- 
ing againſt all the ſpecious Exceptions of preju- 
diced Wit, I ſhall chuſe rather, for the preſent, 
to enlarge upon a Particular, which appears to 
me entirely uncontrovertible; and that is, the 
plain narrative Part of that Hiſtory, as far as it 
relates to the Buſineſs of planting the Goſpel, and 
the Manner by which it was attempted ; of 
which we have, happily for my Purpoſe, fo ex- 
act and diſtin an Account there given us. On 
this Circumſtance, therefore, I ſhall chiefly reſt 
my Appeal, and doubt not to make good my 
promiſed Proof, by producing only to you a 
ſhort Review of tne Courſe of Proceedings taken 
by the bleſſed Apoſtles and their Maſter, as we 
find it recounted by themſelves, in that Under- 
taking. 

Did our Saviour himſelf, then, lay the Argu- 
ments and Proofs of his Miſſion frankly define 
his Diſciples, and then give them Time to con- 
ſider calmly of their Force, and Liberty to de- 
termine thereon, as their Reaſon ſhould direct 
them? Or did they, when thoroughly perſuad- 
ed, ever take any ſuch Courſe themſelves a- 
mongſt their intended Proſelytes? No ſuch 
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Matter. For his Part, he taught them, 9s one 
having Authority. He conſidered himſelf as the 
Perſon he was, as one who derived from Heaven 
the Inſtructions he was communicating, and 
therefore taught them very juſtly, as a Maſter 
who had a Right to dictate, and preſcribe to his 
Pupils without Reply. And, alas! if he had 
taken the other Method, they knew nothing of 
Reaſoning; it was a Matter quite out of their 
Element; they had had their Education on the 
Water; and though they underſtood their Trade, 
ſo far as to be well vers'd in the Uſe of their 
own Nets, would go near, it is likely, to be ſoon 
entangled themſelves, when they had to do 
with the figurative ones of Sophiſtry or Syllogiſm. 
That he did but ill approve the being called on 
upon any Occaſion to explain, will readily appear, 
when we obſerve, how cautious and reſerved 
thoſe who were beſt acquainted with his Manner 
were in that Particular; how fearful at every 
Turn of giving Offence, and incurring Reproof 
by any further Enquiry, even at Times when 
they did not really apprehend his Meaning. 
With what ſtrong Circumſtances of Approbation 
and _— is a ready Acquieſcence always re- 
corded for our Imitation? What Matter of greater 
Merit do we meet with than this of an extempore 
Subſcription? Whereas Reaſon is naturally a 
ſlow, diftruſtful, exceptious Scholar, ever back- 
ward to give any great Confidence as long as ſhe 
can find the leaſt Room to ſtart new Difficulties. 
* We will hear thee again of this Matter, is the 
true adjourning Spirit and Stile of the Acade- 
mic: Whereas the Language of the Goſpel is 
at once, Believe you that I am able to do this 9” 
The Conviction, you ſee, was to precede the 
Evidence, as the Terms of the Favour to be 
conſequently conferred. The Phariſees, it is ſaid, 
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tempting him, aſked a Sign; that is, ſome Te. 
ſtimonial of the Truth of his declared Miſſion : 
And what did this Requeſt produce? Why, he 
fiahed dzeply at their Perverſeneſs, who were fo 
hard to be convinced, and ſtiled them a fooljf 
and adultrrous Generation for their Preſumption, 
Now, this deſiring a rational Evidence for their 
. Diſcipleſhip, the ſecking after a Sign, as the SCrip- 
1155 ture terms it, had, if he had indeed appealed to 
WF their Underſtandings, been ſo far from any 
Thing criminal or blame-worthy, that it had 
been in all Reaſon their indiſpenſable Duty ; 


WHY no 
. 


. whereas it was, it ſeems, in Faith an unwarrant- 
Wk able, preſumptuous, and wanton Curiofity. In 
181 like manner, there was nothing to be ſaid to the 

#1 inquiſitive and fifting Humour of the Greeks, 


3 ſince nothing would paſs with them but the 

ſtricteſt Reaſonings, to which they were ſo ſtrong- 

Wt, ly addicted, that it was juſtly expected, they 

1 would not have ſcrupled to have demanded pe- 

3 remptorily his Credentials, even of their Savi- 
{8 our, and put their daring Interrogatories to the 
Nor bis Holy Spirit himſelf. The Succeſſors in the Mi. 
Halil niſtry we find continuing the fame Method off 
Practice exactly in their Turn, and treading punc-l 
tually in their Maſter's Steps in the Execution of 
their Office, inſiſting conſtantly on the ready Ac-· 
knowledgment of their Doctrines, without any 
Conceſſions of Time for Doubt or Deliberation. 
Of the Terms of the Covenant, one Declaration 
was often thought ſufficient, not to accept them 
then was to reject them, and the leaſt ſtanding-M 
off gave up the Unbeliever to Reprobation.ſ 
Nor could it poſſibly be otherwiſe, if we confider 
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Leiſure the Situation of the Preacher in the Infancy of 
fer ſuch a Revelation, and what an extenſive Province he 
Method. had to run through with his Intelligence. He 


muſt of courſe be always in haſte to get on, _ 
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could have no Time to ſpare, if he were fo diſ- 
poſed. His Commiſſion required him to keep 
ſtirring. The Harvift was plemieous upon tis 
Hands, and that alone muft oblige his Hearers 
to come in at ſhort Warning, to ſnatch the cri- 
tical Opportunity, or fairly expect to ſtand to the 
Loſs. Itinerants could not afford to attend im- 
pertinent Queries, and Jofe their precious Mo- 
ments in Controverſies. To believe, or not, was at 
every one's own Choice; thote that are obſtinate, 
let them look to it. The Duſt was to be forth- 
with ſhaken off againſt them, and the Doom 
pronounced. Their Office was only to circulate 
their Creeds; they were not fent to diſpute, but 
to preach; not to wrangle, but infliudt. It 
was Qualification enough, in fuch a Cafe, for a 
Miſſionary to be furmſhed with his Manifefto ; 
Arguments could evidently be of no Service to 
Perfons who could make no longer Stay m a 
Place. And therefore we fee it was abſolutely re- 
quifite, as was remarked, from their Circum- 
ſtances, that their Diſciples ſhould be thus expe- 
dittous in their Motions, and comply without the 
leaſt Hefitation. And accordingly, we find that 
that whole Congregations were often gained over 
at a Hearing, and Thoutands at a Time actually 
convinced by a ſingle Lecture. So mightily grew 
the Word of God and prevailed. Such a one was 
the Eunuch we read of, the Proſelyte of a ſhort 
Stage, inſtructed one Hour, and baptized the 
next. Sufficient Proofs that there was no ſtand 
ing to make Exceptions in the Caſe z if they had 
a Right to do that, they muſt have had a fur- 
ther Right too to multiply their Replies at Diſ- 
cretion, and, in fine, to have held to their own 
Opinions, and not be convinced at laſt. Nor 
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were indeed theſe Inſtructors in themfelves qua- Zartes. 


lited to go through with any ſuch regular Way 
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of Attack, if the Nature of their Commiſſion 
had admitted it. They wanted as much the Skill 
and Addreſs to manage a Controverſy, as the 
Leiſure to attend it. They were no Proficients 
in any Science, but, on the contrary, the moſt 
artleſs and illiterate Perſons living. A ſhrewd 
Intimation, as it 1s ſo often juſtly repreſented to 
us, that ſuch were purpoſely choſen out to be the 
Inſtruments to convey this Knowledge to us, that 
there might not be the leaft ſeeming Room for 
any miſtaken Notion of the Kind; that we 
might not poſſibly be tempted to attribute to 
Reaſon's Force, or impute to any perſonal Art 
or Acquiſition of their own, an Effect which was 
to be the ſole and immediate Act of the Divinity, 
and wherein the Power cf God was in a particu- 
lar Manner to be glorified. For the ſame Rea- 
ſon the fingle Perſon amongſt them, who was 
poſſeſſed of the ſuppoſed Advantages of human 
Learning, reſolves, we ſee, immediately from 
the firſt Moment of his commencing Apoſtle, 
to leave it all behind him, and abſolutely to diſ- 
claim all farther Acquaintance with it. He was 
determined to &now aothing elſe amongſt his Diſ- 
ciples bu! Chriſt crucificd, nor to make any Uſe 
of the l ijdom of Words, luſt the Croſs of Chriſt 
ſhould be made of none Fffitt. Even the Follow- 
ers of the Impoſtor Mahoamet are fo ſenſible of 
the Advantage of ſuch a Preſumption in their 
Favour, and enter ſo deeply into this Way of 
Reaſoning, that we hear them boaſting at every 
Turn when they defire to do the greateſt Ho- 
nour to their Prophet, and as a moſt undoubted 
Mark of his Divinity, that he could neither write, 
nor read. And as the original and firſt Nego- 
tiators both received and practiſed themſelves ac- 
cording to this conſtant Rule, in the very ſame 
Stile again run all their paſtoral Charges and In- 
ſtructions 
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on ſtructions continued to their deputed Succeſſors 
ill when they are iſſuing out new Commiſſions of 
he Apoſtleſhip, and giving Directions for the Treat- 
nts ment of a Novice, who might happen to be not 


yet quite ſo thoroughly in the Perſuaſion. 
« Him that is weak in the Faith receive.“ Yes; — 
but how ? why, to inſtruc him better; — not by 
any means to confute or argue with him, — not 
to doub!ful Diſputations. | 

On the contrary, how wild a Suppoſition this Te very 
of their propoſing to proceed by Reaſoning in 8% pefttien 
ſuch an Undertaking ; how repugnant to every 3 
Notion of common Senſe! All Expectation or — 7 
Poſſibility of the Kind will readily appear, by Nature of 
conſidering but for one Moment what muſt have e Ping. 
been the neceſſa y Conſequences of ſuch a Miſh- 
on, where the Underſtandings of the whole Au- 
dience were to be fingly appealed to for Appro- 
bation. Why, the Conſequence, doubtleſs, of 
ſuch a Proceeding would have been, that very 
many would have found themſelves entirely at a 
loſs to form any Judgment at all of the Matter; 
many would have ſubſcribed abſolutely to it's De- 
mands, and gone away fully fatisfied of it's Vera- 
city; and others again, as ſtrongly decrying it's 
Authority, and deriding all Notion of it's Pre- 
tenſions, Ever in all ſuch Caſes the Report muſt 
naturally be the ſame which we find of the great 
Apoſtle's Succeſs amongſt his Philoſophical Au- 
dience, Some believed the Things which were ſpoken, 
and ſome believed not. How is it poſſible in the 
Nature of the Thing it ſhould be otherwiſe ? 
The beſt of Arguments are liable to have greater 
or leſs Effects, and operate in very different De- 
grees, according to the different Hands they 
happen to fall into. Much more, if we conſi- 
der on what critical and abſtracted Kind of To- 
picks ſuch a Courſe of Proofs as was to be intro- 
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ductory of a new and perfective Revelation muſt 
chiefly have been fuppoſed to turn. Eternal Re. 
lations, moral Differences of Things, and a pre. 
ciſe Delneation of the Religion of Nature and 
it's Obligations, ſeem readily to occur, alt as ſo 
many indiſpenſable preliminary Articles to be 
er treated of in the Way, and inculcated as the 
Wy Foundation of ſuch an intended Superſtructurr. 
% And are theſe, however certain in themſelves, 
141 fuch obvious Truths as can never poſſibly appear 
otherwiſe, and from which it is not to be fuppo- 
fed any one can ever poſſibly deviate, or one Mo- 
ment withhold his Aſſent? Rather may they not 
be reaſonably expected to be found often produ- 
cing an Effect ſomething ſhort of fuch total and 
abſolute Conviction, ſufficient indeed to make the 
Cauſe appear very plauſible and promiſing, yet not 
4 to the entire Excluſion of all Colour of remaining 
15 ſcruple upon the Subject? But alas! the draw- 
Ws; ing different or partial Concluſions ; the affecting 
137 of Re- hearings, and defiring to take Fime to 

1 conſider, are Conceflions no way compatible with 
3 the Demands of an Apoſtle, who brings with him 
Doctrines of mſtint and zumverſal Uſe, and 
therefore expects very juſtly to make his Converts 
with a Word's ſpeaking. The begging Leave to 
ſuſpend our Deciſion, and be excuſed the pro- 
nouncing Sentence, is a Language favouring of 
very little Acquaintance. with theſe Matters, and 
fuch as would by no means be endured upon the 
Occafion. The thinking to evade the Conſe- 
quence, by commencing an indifferent Stander-by, 
is a Scheme that will very ill anſwer the Ends of 
a Preacher of the Goſpel, a Propoſition of no or- 
dinary Import, and which muſt be taken to be 
either abſolutely received, or obſtinately rejected, 
wherever it is once propoſed ; admits of no al- 
ſenting by halves, or being with Agrippa, aim I 

0 per 
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perſuaded to be a Chriſtian, A divided Verdict, 
or the bare Acknowledgment of it's Probability, 
will never ſerve for a ſatisfactory Account, where 
Souls are depending; or anſwer the Purpoſes of 
a Goſpel, inſtituted to the Intent that a ſhould 
believe on his holy Name. To ſecure ſuch a Con- 
ſequence as this, all theſe Kind of Proofs that 
fall under the Cognizance of Reaſon, muſt ever 
be ſhort and inſufficient, which the Magnifiers of 
it's rational and moral Evidence ſeem not to be 
aware of, nor to remember all the while that all 
this boaſted Demonſtration, in which they fo 
much confide and triumph, does, with all it's un- 
deniable Force, unfortunately ſtill require one 
equal Degree of Capacity to apprehend, and give 
them a proper Hold and Influence, and can 
therefore never poſſibly be accounted thoſe co- 
gent and effective Means, which an all-wiſe De- 
ſigner could purpoſe to rely on, for the draw: 
all Men to himſelf. That it is certainly in Strict- 
neſs diſcoverable by Teleſcopes, and the nice and 
accurate Obſervations of the curious, is by no 
means a ſuitable Character and Property of that 
Light which was prepared (undoubtedly to ſhine 
out) before the Face of all People. Tt was not 
ſurely for ſuch an Inſtructor to propoſe Problems 
to our Conſideration, either indifferent in their 
Nature. or uncertain in their Conſequence ; to be 
concerning himſelf in the ſtating Caſes whoſe De- 
termination might be diſpenſed with, and in 
which he muſt very often expect to be loſing his 
Labour. But thoſe, who are for ſubmitting 1t to 
every one's Examination, ſay no more of Chriſti- 
anity, than that it is indeed a good uſeful Sort of 
Scheme for thoſe that it happens to ſuit, and that 
ſuch as can reliſh it, and find themſelves able 40 
receive it, do for their Parts do well to receive it. 
And was it in Truth, can we ſuppoſe, = hs 
a 
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Sake of any ſuch Concluſion, and to enforce ſuch 
a Perſuaſion about his Errand, that the only Son 
i of God, and Partner of the Divinity, could de- 
. mean this exalted Nature, to ſtruggle through a 
115 long Courſe of human Paſſions and Temptations, 
and be content to expire at laſt under ſuch accu- 
mulated Circumſtances of Anguiſh and Horror 
| upon the accurſed Tree, and all, as it ſeems, by 
103 this Account, to recommend his Doctrines only 
„ to the Opinion of a few Men of Parts, who were 
105 happily formed with Faculties to conceive his 


- 
1 


. Proofs? However uſeful they might in the Event 
ROT prove to their warmeſt Votaries on ſuch Terms for 
Ne. their Influence, as a well-concerted Syſtem; ſuch 
I: i a Diſpenſation, and fo looſe a Tie, muſt evident- 
1 ly forfeit, at firſt View, all manner of Pretenſions 
1 to any divine Foundation, or univerſal Juriſdicti- 

"+ 


on; and be abſolutely deſtructive of all Notion of 

a one 1 hing ncc:ſſary in the Caſe. If a Man is to 

be held only by his own Reaſonings in the Point, 

* what is this but directly licenſing a Diſſent from 
41 the Goſpel, wherever it's Evidence may happen 
. not to obtain; and ſtamping an equal Mark of 
Wo. neceſtary Truth upon a thouſand oppoſite Opini- 
ons? Now if the Caſe of invincible Ignorance, 
which theſe Moderators pronounce ſo tenderly 
upon, be indeed a Plea to be ever tolerated, and 
uncovenanted Mercy lies ſtill open to ſuch as, 
from ſome natural Inſtin&t and Impediment, are 
conſtrained to refuſe the Tender of a Saviour's 
Name and Mediation, what are become, in the 
mean Time, of all the Privileges of the Pale ? 
Where are the mighty Advantages ariſing from 
the inliſting in the choſen Flock, if this Heaven 
be once preſumed thus equally capable of admit- 
ting outliers upon the ſame footing, and allowed 
a common Receptacle for the Partizans on both 
Sides of the Queſtion? But how prepoſterous to 
Ima- 
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Imagination to conceive, that at the taking the 
laſt ſolemn and general Account of the Friends 
and Retainers of Chriſt, that when proper Re- 
wards come to be diſpenſed as due amongſt his 
Followers, and the Mark of the Lamb called for 
to be produced as the Characteriſtic and Claim of 
the Ele&, that the great Judge of Hearts ſhould 
then actually declare in Favour likewiſe of the 
juſt Exceptions of ſincere Unbelievers, and (at 
the ſame time that he is giving the ſevereſt Sen- 
tence againſt the wilfully obſtinate and diſobedi- 
ent) admit this ſtrange Diſtinction, and that with 
regard to this diſſenting Claſs ; they were not in- 
deed included in the general Precept, nor the 
Terms of the Goſpel calculated at all for their Uſe 
or Apprehenſion; that they, on the contrary, 
laboured under the inſuperable Incapacity of a 
particular infidel Make, and antichriſtian Com- 
lexion 3 and therefore could not, with any Co- 
Jour of Reaſon, be expected to join in giving an 
Aſſent, which was, by no Default af theirs, en- 
tirely out of their Power. That he muſt there- 
fore ſtill do them the Juitice to acknowledge their 
ue Merit in their Oppoſition, and invite them 
of courſe to take their Places amongſt the Saints, 
and fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Facod, 
and all the prime Martyrs and Confeſſors tor the 
Cauſe, in the Kingdom of Heaven. Yell done 
good, though unfaithful, Servant; thou haft 
« diſbelieved me from Prejudices which I myſelf 
„gave thee z enter thou, however, into the Foy 
* of thy Lord.“ How much more agreeable ra- 
ther to Equity and Expectation, is the promiſed 
Courſe of Proceeding with ſuch a principled Pro- 
teſter, and the denying him, in his Turn, before 
the holy Angels, who has dared, upon whatever 
fancied Grounds, to deny his Judge before Men. 
If this were not indeed the Cafe, there had been 
very 
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very little Need of the Expence of a Miracle for 
the reducing of St. Paul to the State of Chriſtia- 
nity and Apoſtleſhip, who might, according to 
this Account, have ſucceeded juſt as well in the 
Quality of Saul the Perſecutor; ſince that firſt 
Zeal of his was certainly, ſo conſider'd, in itſelf 
equally meritorious z when, as he teſtifies of him- 
ſelf, he verily thought that he ought to do mam 
Things contrary to the Name of Feſus of Nauzareth,| 

But here again, I have, 1 am very ſenſible, 
been holding you for ſome Time paſt in the high- 
eſt Impatience of Zeal to interpoſe and remind 
me, that if theſe Founders of Chiiſtianity did 
not indeed make their Appeals to Men's reaſon- 
ing Faculty, it was becauſe they were endowed 
with a readier and more deciſive means of Con- 
viction in it's Stead z one more ſuitable both to 
the Capacities of their Audience, and their own 
neceſſary Courſe of Diſpatch, which I have heen 
deſcribing ; and this, by an immediate Appeal to 
their Senſes, by performing Works before ther 
Faces, in Atteſtation of thoſe Doctrines, which 
it was confeſſedly not within the Reach of any 
human Power to produce. 

To all which one might, I think, not unplau- 
ſibly, ſuggeſt in return, what has been ſo often 
urged upon the Occafion, that Miracles have, 
Time out of Mind, been undoubtedly performed, 
as well in Favour of falſe Doctrines, and there- 
fore can never be ſingly, and of themſelves a. 
lone, any certain Marks of a true. This the 
Scripture itſelf confeſſes, when it warns us of h. 
ing Wonders, and falſe Cir ſts , to take the moſt 
exact Care and Caution what we give Credit to of 
the kind; and recommends to us the farther and 
more ſecure Trial of them, by what it calls heir 
Fruits. It allows plainly, by ſen4ing us thus to 
trace Analogies, and conſult more known Rela- 

3 tions 


(47) 


le for tions for the Experiment, that we have no proper 
riſtia- round to aſcertain any Truth from theſe Ap- 
g to Wpearances, diſtinctly conſidered, without having 
n the this Recourſe to a ſurer Standard, and calling in 
: firſt che foreign Aid of moral Conſiderations to con- 
itſelf arm their Authority. It is indeed the moſt I 
him- ¶ think their ſtrongeſt Advocates will at preſent in- 
man) WW upon in behalf of their Weight and Intereſt in 
arelh. 


the Queſtion, that they concur only in contribut- 


ſible, Ning their Part jointly, with other concomitant 


high- WCircumftances, towards the raiſing all together a 
mind i tull and competent Degree of Evidence for our 
didi Reliance. One might alledge yet farther, that 
-aſon- {Wali this wonderful and miraculous Evidence, as 
lowed vou regard it, was indeed, in Strictneſs, but the 
Con- natural Effect of their Doctrine, inſtead of any Natnral 


th to ſupernatural Proof of its Veracity; which may be EG »* 


on beſt learnt by conſidering the Nature of theſe ex- C. 
been traordinary Actions, and the Occaſions on which ee 
cal to chey were generally produced. For inſtance, the 

thei ¶ mighty Act of caſting out Devils, does not ſurely 
which neceflarily imply any fuck Purpoſe in it, as the 
f any mere ſhewing of divine Power, the diſlodging 


that potent and inſidious Adverſary of Mankind, 


nplau- ¶ from his uſurped Seats in a human Breaſt, ſeems 
often WM to carry in it manifeſt Reaſon enough of it's own 
have, Wl beſides, without any ſuch impoſed Conſtruction 
rmed, ¶ of it. For may it not rather he conſidered natu- 


there- 
ves a- 
is the 


rally enough, as an Act only in the way of their 
Function, and abſolutely never to be omitted by 
ſuch as profeſt to plant the Goſpel? The healing 


of H-. of the Sick, ſeems in like manner to want no ſuch 
moſt BY laboured Account to explain it, but to ſpeak it- 
to of felf ſufficiently in it's own beneficial Tendency. 
er and It was a ſuitable Inſtance of that univerſal Bene- 
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volence they were recommending, and which it 
would be very hard to conſider apart from it's 
Merits and Iufluence, as practiſed on an indiffe- 
rent 


(48) 

rent and fruitleſs Qccaſion, merely as expreſliyg 
of the Power they acted by. It muſt ſeen 
ſtrange too, it our Lord had any ſuch Meaning 
as to convince by theſe Works, that he ſhoull 
be always ſo remarkably upon the Reſerve in tha 
Reſpect, whenever he happened amongſt unbe. 
lieving Company 3 that he thould be fo particy 
larly ſparing of theſe ſuppoſed Arguments, 2 
mongſt the very Perſons who ſeemed moſt ty 
want them. More plainly ſtill, that he had nd 
ſuch Intention to prove his own Truth and Cha- 
rater by theſe Inſtances of his Power; he often 
6 806 induſtriouſly avoided that accidental Conſequence, 
WEIS Fhprcial and took particular Care to prevent their ever 
1 Care tales coming to publick Notice, by diſmiſſing molt df 
| 2 were the Company and Attendants, before he bega 
1 zublick, to proceed to the Operation, So far from retain- 
1 ing the grateful Patients as Witneſſes to commu: 
|! Fas nicate what they had experienced, that then 
. Mouths were by ſpecial Command ſhut faſt from 
131 the Liberty of proclaiming the Benefits they had 
1 received, and the ſtricteſt Silence enjoined then 
with regard to the Author. See thou tell no Man, 
WR was generally the Charge. Which ſhews what 
125 Credit or Reputation he affected in all his good 
W's Offices, of which he was ſo ſolicitous to ſtifle 
every the leaſt Report. So far from laying hold 
N on any miraculous Occaſion that offer'd for Mat. 
i", 4 ter of Proof, that when the expell'd 8 wen 
14 57 officious of their own Accord, and in Oppoſition 
to their own Intereſt, to proclaim their Know- 
ledge of his divine Character to the World, the 
Diſcovery was by no means permitted at theit 
Hands, but their Tongues immediately reſtrain- 
ed, and an Act of Omnipotence exerted to oblige 

them to Silence. 
Among innumerable Inſtances of the Kind, that 
appear to me to favour this Conſequence, let 8 
at- 


( 50 ) 
their Applications at all liſten'd to, or regarded; 
and to be the ſole Meaſure and Rule of diſpenſing 
theſe occaſional Favours. Wherever we find them 
conferr'd, it was ſtill firſt perceiving that the Pati- 
ent had Faith to be healed. Wherever there wis 
the leaſt room to diſtruſt ſuch a ow gr} Pro- 
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viſion, he ſeems to capitulate, and guard with 
eſpecial Care, that a Miracle ſnould not be even 
accidentally a Means of Converſion, by diſmiſſin 
the Petitioner with a conditional Remedy, whicl 
was to take Effect only in Proportion to his pre. 
fent Qualifications of the Kind, and of which hi 
Succeſs was to be the ſure Teſt. According 1 
your Faith, be it unto you, were the Terms. As 
elſewhere he attributes profeſſedly the whole Ef. 
ficacy of a Miracle that had taken place, to that 
fingle Preliminary ; Thy Faith (that of which! 
found thee already poſſeſt) hath made thee cobol. 
Thus much I have ventured to intimate of my 
own Sentiment upon this ſtrong Hold, as it is by 
ſome eſteem'd, of miraculous Evidence; and ſuch 
it is, as I cannot but imagine, muſt needs appeat 
ſufficiently concluſive and ſatisfactory for the Pu- 
es for which it is produced. But what if now, 

in Deference to ſome contrary Opinions, I am fil 
diſpoſed to give up all this Part of the Argument; 
what if I am yet content, after all, to grant yol 
readily to the Extent of your Demand, that thek 
Miracles were indeed diſplayed merely for that End 
you ſuppoſe, and carry with them all that invin 
cible Demonſtration you contend for? How vil 
this yet ſerve the Purpoſe ? To whom were the 
fuch Demonſtration ? To thoſe only who ff 
them. Certainly to none elſe. They were Con 
viction enough at that Inſtant of Time, and up 
on that Spot, when and where they were e 
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bited. But wherever either of theſe Circumfia ſ 

ces fail, all that reſiſtleſs Force of the Eviden thi 
» mun 


(Ii) 

muſt fail with it. What they ſaw, will ſerve well 

to convict that one Generation to which theſe 
Wonders were immediately addreſt. Sufficient to 

the Day is the Evidence thereof; but no more. 

Theſe mighty Works could be no Demonſtration 4,,;,,;ry 
to any that were not actually and perſonally pre- n in- 
ſent when they were done; and, for the ſame pair much 
evident Reaſon, can be none to us now. All 3 
that we can poſſibly know of the Matter at this 
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en Difance, will amount, in the ſtricteſt Calcula- 
de tion, to no more than moral Appearances of 
bs Truth, and probable Atteſtations of the Fact. 

« And are we to imagine now, that God would 
u ever leave a Matter of ſuch Conſequence upon 
— ſuch a Foundation? That he, who vouchſafed 


at firſt to create, and then to redeem, at fo great 
NO an Ex nce, the Souls of all Mankind, would 
have fat down, after all, lightly contented to 
have ſcatter'd thus partially and accidentally his 
neceſſary Light amongſt a very few, and leave 
all the reſt of us to the courteſy only of a few 
Reporters; to ſuch a Teſtimony as, if it were 
never ſo falſe, it were abſolutely impoſſible we 
could, in our Situation and Circumſtances, ever 
diſcover to be ſo : To ſuch an Evidence as, though 
never ſo plauſible and well eſtabliſhed, can never, 
3s I have obſerved, carry ſufficient Weight with 
it to be a governing Principle through Life, to 
influence our Conduct againſt our Nature, and be 
an effectual Check and Reſtraint upon all our wil- 
ful and unruly Appetites. A Truth which all 
Men are ſo deeply concerned to know, and act 
upon the Strength of it, muſt needs, one would 
tlink, be ſomething more equally and generally 
JLiſtributed, ſomething more certain in it's Nature, 

and more diffuſive in it's Influence. And an- 
Verable accordingly to ſuch a Characteriſtic, is 
What Light which he hath truly prepared before the 
D 2 Face 
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Face of all People. His Mercy hath he openly 
thewed in the Sight of the Heathen, and all the 
wy of the World have ſeen the Salvation of our 
od 
If the Church of Rome may be allowed of any 
Weight upon the Queſtion, (and there are none 
that ſpeak generally in higher Terms of this Kind 
of Evidence) it appears plainly enough from their 
own Practices what is their Senſe of this Matter, 
That Miracles, zbat ever ceaſe, are by no means 
a competent Support for the Cauſe, or to be pro- 
duced as ſubſtantial and concluſive Teftimonies 
for the Truth of their Religion. They ſhew, I 
ſay, very ſufficiently how abſolutely eſſential in 
their Eſteem the Circumſtance of Continuance is 
for any ſuch Application, when they have Re- 
courſe to the Counterfeit of it's Appearance for a 
Supply; when they pretend their conſtant and 
uninterrupted Succeſſion to this Day, and actually 
attempt to keep falſe and fictitious ones on foot 
for the Purpoſe. | 
If Miracles were neceſſary in the Infancy of 
the Goſpel, they are ſo ſtill, and will be to the 
End of the World : Whenever they ceaſe, the 
Authority of the Evidence which depended on 
them ceaſes with them. That Divine Demon- 
ſtration to By-ftanders, the Voice of God him- 
ſelf, This is my Beloved Son, has been, by one inter- 
vening Age, dwindled long ſince to human Tra 
dition; God no won, bears Witneſs to his Son, 
but Men only bear Witneſs to God. The Date 
will quite change the Property of the Evidence, and 
really make all this Difference. We hear no more 
that awful Sound, but by Repetition and Echo, 
and all that commanding Force of the great ori- 
ginal Atteſtation and Acknowledgment is ſunk 
with us, into the uncertain Aſſertions of fallible 


Men relating it after one another. And hey 
ore 
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fore the neglected Preacher can at this Time of 4-4 reduce 
Day (if he applies to their Reaſon) remonſtrate _ Au. 
againſt an unbelieving Audience with no ſeverer , Kg 
a Charge, than that of the Prophets, Lord, who f man 
« hath believed our Report?“ For a Miracle that Him. 

' Wl was ocular Proof to it's Contemporaries, to us is 

d vo more than uncertain Hearſay. A vaſt Diſpa- 

u rity and Diminution of the Authority; but ſuch 

as muſt neceſſarily be the Conſequence of all Evi- 


dence when once it comes to be reported. It 


avere indeed impoſſible in Nature to have given 
mem ſuch a Kind of Evidence as they could 
1 transfer, with any Degree of equal Weight, even 
n to their moſt immediate Succeſſors, and much 
es to us now fo far removed. That ſeeing in- 
1 deed is believing, has ever been allowed Rea- 
„ foning 3 but that J am to believe a Thing be- 


a auſe another ſays he ſaw it, and it is not in my 
Power to prove a Negative, and contradict him, 
' Ws furely a very unprecederted and new ſort of 
Logic. The Teſtimony of Sight is, by it's Na- 
uu, an Evidence not to be communicated ; all 
the Aſſurance in the World of another's ſeeing, 
he enn never have an equal Effect upon my Senſes, 
or make me ſee a Thing where I was not actually 


5 preſent. The Light of Conviction therefore, 
55 which is thus received, can extend no farther than 
er. 0 the Eye-witneſs himſelf, loſt and extinguiſhed 
55 the firſt Moment it is offered to be imparted. 
- Here then it commences human Authority, and, 
all ſuch, becomes the proper Subject of *our free 
= Enquiry and Debate. It recurs in that Shape to 
_ the Province of Reaſoning, and can now claim 
ho, ll longer to be treated with any other Deference 


than it ſhall appear from it's own proper Merits to 
33 7; 2p SE 

0 entitled to. Now, whatever Degree of Credit it 
ble may, by this Means, in Time acquire in my Mind 
50 from ſtrict Trial and Probation, this can ſurely never 
fore D 3 be 
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be of itſelf that Kind of flagrant and inconteflahly 
Evidence which God expects ſhould work ſuch 
an inſtant Effect on our Minds, and be accepted 
by us at firſt Mention with fo much Readineſs and 
Acquieſcence. The heſitating upon the Geny, 
ineneſs of a particular Tradition, can. never be 
that Offence which God has profeſt himſelf to 
take ſo heinouſly at our Hands, as an Affront to 
his Perſonal Veracity, (with which it has 10 
Connexion) and giving him the Lie. He hd 
belicveth not God hath made bim à Liar, becauſe k 
belicyeth not the Record that God gave of his Son, 
Mult be And yet that there muſt be ſomewhere tl} 
fore gene- We may be certain, (from the Conſideration of 
ral Prin- his reaſonable Nature who enjoined the Duty) 
, ſome general uniting Principle in being, which, 
if well attended to, will be a proper Foundation 
in all for this general Aſſent. That it cannot be 
human Reaſon, we have ſeen clearly on many 
Accounts, both from the natural Effects of Res- 
ſon itſelf, and the known Methods by which 
Faith was firſt introduced. Perhaps then we 
have amongſt us ſome viſible Fountain of Truth, 
ſome univerſal Dictator aſſigned us upon the Spot, 
to whom we may all have Recourſe in our 
Doubts to be reſolved alike, and determined a 
like, Alas! the Evidence of ſuch a Qualifica- 
tion is but ſill freſh Matter for Diſpute ; the 
Authority of this aſſumed Character, and Claim 
of infallible, muſt be grounded ſtill on ſome po- 
fitive Warrant; and the Truth of ſuch a Pre- 
tenſion is again itſelf a new Queſtion, which can 
apply only to Reaſon for Deciſion, and muſt of 
conſequence be {till liable to all the Objections to 
our former Scheme, and to the ſame Variety of 
Perſuafions about it. If the Spirit of Truth dos I | 
not vouchſafe to appear in Perſon, we muſt ever 
have a Right to challenge his Cone | 
| | the 
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Hitherto then, it ſeems, we are abfolutely at a 
Loſs for this general Standard and Principle, ſo 
much wanted, of univerſal Conviction. Have 
we no Proſpect left of making the Diſcovery ? 
And how then ſhall we reconcile the eminent 
Reaſon and Equity of our Law-giver, with the 
giving us thus a Command which (if there be 
yet no farther Expedient remaining beyond the 
Uſe of Reaſon) we muſt many of us neceſſarily 
diſobey. For ſo it is — The God of Juſtice has 
aſſured us, both from our natural Idea of him, 
and his own poſitive Word, that he will require 
no more of any of his Creatures, than what he 
has given them Ability to perform, The God 
of Truth has peremptorily required of us all the 
Belief of his Goſpel under a Penalty denounced, 
of no leſs than Damnation. — The neceflary 
Conſequence 1s, that it muſt be our own Fault 
if we do not believe it; that it is in our Power to 
obey him if we will. 

And how ſhall we then fay ? 

One ſhould indeed imagine, that all the nu- 
merous and glaring Abfurdities that follow ſo 
manifeſtly from the firſt View of the foremen- 
tioned reaſoning Scheme, ſhould have ſent Men 
naturally to look out elfewhere for ſome more 
ſatisfactory Account, and better Ground to fix 
upon in this important Point. But much more 
ſtrange is it to my Apprehenſion, that any Man 
who has ever looked into the facred Writings to 
be reſolved, the authentic Oracles from which 
alone all our Intelligence of that Kind can be 
drawn, could bly overlook it, and miſtake 


the Rule there ſo plainly delineated to our Hands. 

There we find laid down, in the firft Place, in the 

ſtrongeſt Terms, the negative Preliminary I have 

been advancing, and Reaſon ever intirely exclud- 

ed the Queſtion. We are there expreſly r 
f | that 
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that no Man ever attained to the Belief of reveal. 
ed Truths by the Strength or Aſſiſtance of his 
natural Faculties, as we have at once from the 
ſame Authority the farther poſitive Inſtruction 
communicated, and the true Principle aſſigned 
us. Which was 

The third Article I propoſed mentioning, and 
which we have in one plain Word thus fully ſet 
forth to us, No Man can ſay that Feſus is the 
Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt. Here is pointed out 
to us at once that great Dictator and infallible 
Guide we have been ſeeking for, and indeed the 
only Character we can poſſibly think of any way 
equal to ſuch a Province. It could be nothing 
leſs than Omniſcience and Omnipreſence itſelf, 
nothing but this inexhauſtible Fountain of all 
Truth that could be ſufficient to ſuch a Demand, 
And he it is, the promiſed Oracle, who is to at- 
tend the Charge of Believers to the End of the 
World, to keep alive his Divine Light conſtant: 
ly in their Hearts; not to teach them Rudiments 
of Logic, but to irradiate their Souls at once 
with a thorough Conviction, and perform more 
by one ſecret Whiſper, than a thouſand clamo- 
rous Harangues from the Schools. From the 
Satisfaction conſequent to the Mind from his Per- 
formance of this great Office it is, that he is ſo 
eminently ſtiled The Comforter, as his Operations 
are in another Place very ſtrongly and ſignif- 
cantly termed the Power of God unto Salvation, 
Hie that believeth on the Son of God hath tht 
Witneſs in himſelf. In this Senſe it is, that we are 
properly ftiled the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, the 
conſecrated Scenes of his conſtant Reſidence, there 
ever perſonally preſent, and diſpenſing his cer- 
tain Intelligences to the Soul, which the Apoſtle 
calls the Witneſſing of the Spirit with our Spiri. 


It were endleſs to recount all the innumerable 


Paſſages 
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Paſſages throughout the whole Scripture that 


concur in aſcertaining this ſame ſuper-natural 
and all ſufficient Source and Origin of our Faith, 
in Oppoſition to all the feeble Aids, and uncer- 
tain Advices, that Reaſon might poſſibly con- 
tribute to the Purpoſe. For we may obſerve, 
in mentioning the Principle of Faith, that we 
are always informed together both what it is, 
and what it is not: By Grace ye are ſaved, 
through Faith, and that not of your ſelves, it is the 
Gift of God. No Man can come unto me, ſays 
Chriſt, except it be given him of my Father. The 
Motive which induces Men to receive the my- 
ſterious Truths of the Goſpel, is the peculiar 
Grant and Munificence of Heaven, over and a- 
bove the common Privileges of our Nature. It 
ſeems by the particular Negatives every where ſo 
induſtriouſly diſperſed through all the Expreſſions 
that treat of this Subject, that it was apprehended, 
that there might poſſibly happen, amongſt the 
unwary, ſome Miſtake upon the Occaſion ; and 
that therefore, as it was an Article of ſo great 
Concern to have a juſt Notion of, the greateſt 
imaginable Care was taken, by the moſt preciſe 
and emphatical Terms that could be.deviſed, pur- 
poſely to guard againſt any ſuch fatal Conſe- 
ous, But the ſtrongeſt Confirmation of all 
eſe poſitive and repeated Revelations in the 
Point, the plaineſt Declaration and Direction 
what Kind of Evidence Chriſtians were always to 
truſt to and rely on for the Information and Aſ- 
ſurance of their Minds, we may find ſummed up 
in brief in their Maſter's laſt Inſtructions at part- 
ing. The Spirit of Truth, which proceedeth from 
the Father, he ſhall teſtify of me. As we have both 
the ſame Perſon and Commiſſion elſewhere again 
ſpecified; The Spirit, whom I ſhall ſend, ſhall 
lead you into all Truth. But, not to ftand for ever 
| tranſcribing 
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2 Particulars, I refer you once more to 
the great Original, which will, I think, readily 
fave us both all farther Trouble in Quotations 
and Comments, and abundantly evince, in 
poſition to all the evaſive Conſtructions which 
may be impoſed on particular Paſſages, that he 
was in 2 to inſpire Conviction, as well as 
Holineſs, and to illuminate, as well as ſanctify, 
our Hearts. 
Now this Suppoſition, once ſuggeſted, let us, 
for a farther Trial and Confirmation, take a ſhort 
View of Religion in the Light I have been re- 
preſenting it, of Inſpiration and infuſed Evidence, 
Anſwers and we ſhall readily find, that this Principle a- 
exa#h all lone fully anſwers all the Ends propoſed ; that it 
mw 74 concurs in every Particular with what we muſt 
Pas Faith, naturally expect from ſuch an Aſſiſtant, and has 
indeed all thoſe requiſite Qualities which Reaſon 
ſo manifeſtly wanted for the Office. It is, in the 
L of uni- firſt Place, univerſal ; That Grace which bringeth 
2 lu. Salvation bath appeared unto all Men: This is the 
' Light #phich lighteth every Man that cometh into 
the World; the uniting Principle, that ſpeaks the 
ſame Thing to all. Thus inſtructed all alike, 
Men may be brought to think all alike, which 
could never, as I have ſhewed, have poſſibly 
been effected by any other Means. This, again, 
is of Authority and Force ſufficient to counter- 
mand effectually againſt the moſt violent Aſſaults 
of Temptation, as it is itſelf of equal Certainty 
with any Gratifications they can poſſibly propoſe. 
| Since here is Feeling oppoſed to Feeling, Know- 
4 ledge to ſet againſt Appetite, and a ftrong and 
F palpable internal Senſe to balance all the Motions 
Of inſtant of the external. — Above all, it is of immediate 
Efea. Influence, and operates without Delay. Such 
was the happy Metamorphoſis of an officious 


Perſecutor, into as zealous an Apoſtle. A Con- 
verſion 
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verſion effected not by the Force of dilatory In- 
ferences and Concluſions, but by an irreſiſtible 
Light from Heaven, that flaſhed Conviction in a 
Moment. Thus called, we make no tarrying to 
turn to the Lord, and put not off from Day to Day, 
is our Faith completed in an Inſtant, and the 
moſt perfect and finiſhed Creed produced at once, 
without the hazardous Attendance to be paid to 
any tedious Progreſs in Deductions of our own, 
, or the capricious W of a factious and 
t cavilling Council. By this Means all the neceſ- 
. ſary Articles are brought home ſafely at once to 
I our own Breaſts, and the enlightned Diſciple 
* breaks forth abruptly into this full and ample 
it Confeſſion, Rabbi, thou art the Chriſt, thou art L 
ſt the Son of God. This is that ftill, ſmall Voice : 
3 that beſpeaks the immediate Preſence of the Di- / 
n yinity, and makes it's Dictates, as it were ſelf- 
1e evident to the Mind where it is lodged. In this 
th the Sum and Subſtance of all Argumentation is 
be briefly comprized, the very Spirit and Extract of 
to all convicting Power, of a Nature, perhaps, but 1 
ne little differing from that of Intuition itſelf. And 
e, can there be for Minds, thus inſtructed, any 
ch Occaſion to concern themſelves afterwards in un- 
ly muelling any of the vain Subtleties and Conceits 
n, of Caſuiſtry in the Point, or to apply to Libra- 
r- WW ries for a more competent Information and Diſ- 
Its MW covery? What is there after this remaining in 
ty human Wit, or theſe ſuſpicious Repoſitories of hu- 
ſe. man Teſtimony that can now deſerve our leaſt No- 
w- WW tice, or be thought of Conſequence to engage a 
ad Moment's Attention upon this Subject? Here we Of abſo- 
ns have already God witnefling for God, and ſpeak lute Cer- 
te ing for himſelf, and wha? Need have we of farther taint. 
ch VVitueſſes, who have heard, as we may tay, from 
us WW bis own Mouth ? No; we ſtand no longer now in 
n- I Need of any of the Credit of ancient Miracles, 

or 
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or the Genuineneſs of diſtant Records, a very 
flender and inſufficient Ground, as I have ſhewn, 
to anſwer all the great Purpoſes, and enſure all 
the rigid Demands of Religion. We can vouch, 
in it's Stead, a preſent and a ſtanding Miracle of 
our own, an Evidence that ſupports all the fame 
original Authenticneſs which it carried with it in 
Ages fo far remote, this living Witneſs and uncor- 
rupt Commentator in our own Breaſts, ſurviving all 
Changes and Succeſſions, and equally contempo- 
rary with every one of us. It is our Security, 
that he has writ his Law in our Hearts. The in- 
delible Characters ſtamped upon thoſe living Ta- 
blets are ſuch as are outof the Power of the Un- 
faithfulneſs or Ignorance of Tranſcribers to falſify 
or pervert. Such as no Miſrepreſentations can 
ever poſſibly intervene to corrupt, no ſucceeding 
Suggeſtions of a different Stile to difpute the 
Preference, or ſhake it's Authority m our Minds 
by any new Appearance. And, for the utter 
Excluſion of all future Encroachments of the 
Kind, our faithful Monitor and Guardian has 
promiſed to continue this Office, and abide with 
us himſelf (as long as our Faith is expected to 


. laſt) to the End of the World, that we might 


not be left liable one Moment to a Poſſibility of 
Error and Impoſition, which muſt unavoidably 
be the Caſe, 7 Aura were ever left to take any the 
leaſt Part of our Inſtructions from one another. 
Now, what a very different Proſpe& this, and 
Ground of Security from the empty Notion of 
mere manuſcript Authorities and Paper-Revela- 
tions? Compoſed thus of periſhable Materials, 
the Original itſelf, though penn'd like that on 
Mount Sinai by the very Finger of God himſelf, 
and engraven even on Adamant inſtead of 
Marble, muſt in Time come to want Repairs; 
as for the preſent, it would neceſſarily * 
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be multiplied by Tranſcripts for immediate Com- 
| munication. The very firſt Step therefore from 

this genuine Palladium into a Copy and Repre- 
c ſentation at ſecond Hand, will, like the Tradi- 
: tion of a Miracle, detract in a great Degree 
f from it's divine Authority, as this muſt neceſſa- 
WW rily be the Work of Man, and liable of Courſe, 
| from a thouſand Cauſes, to fall ſhort and devi- 

ate from it's great Exemplar. The Oppoſers of 
: the Goſpel ſay, indeed, that this is the Caſe ; and 
- inſiſt ſtrongly, that the ſacred Text has been ac- 
tually much adulterated. With Regard to the 
Truth of their Aſſertion, and how that Fact 
ſtands, I will not take upon me at preſent to 


7 determine: But this, at leaſt, I will venture 34 _ j 
bs to aſſert in my Turn, that fo far from reſting 2.4, call : 
8 the Terms of our Salvation upon a Writing that never Kur- J 
» muſt run the common Hazards of all other Me. . : 
Fr morials of the kind, that even though a conſtant : 


Miracle were to interpoſe upon the Occaſion to 
exempt this important Charge in Particular from 


. 
ry all theſe Changes and Chances incident to all other = 
Compoſitions z though the ſame Almighty Power F 
* that firſt indited were to continue hovering per- 5 
of bpetually with a Guardian Hand over the ſacred 
| Depoſitum, and the conſtant Inſpection of an im- 

* mediate Providence concern'd to reviſe and 2 
5 it up in all it's original Purity, with all theſe 


e cpecial Privileges ſuppos d, it were ftill abſo- 
6 lutely defective and inſufficient for any ſuch re- 
of . M 

vealing Purpoſe as they would expect. The 


. plaineſt Terms, in the plaineſt Characters that 
could poſſibly be deviſed (and who will ſay that 


if this is our preſent Caſe with Regard to the 
15 5 were at the beſt but the putting a 
dead Letter into our Hands, without the addi- 

2 tional Grace of this active Interpreter to attend 
de t That the Proofs of every neceſſary Article 
3 are 
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are certainly there to be traced is not Creum. 
ſtance ſufficient, if any Thing be left in the mean 
Time to the Skill of the Workman, The Trial 
of the Witneſſes, for Inſtance, is, without Doubt, 
a very noble and convincing Demonſtration, as it 
is managed, of that important Point of our Lord's 
ReſurreRion : I ſay, as it ſtands now collected 
and reduced by that able Hand, to complete 
Mood and Figure for our ready Obſervation. But 
the extracting and ranging it thus advantageouſly, 
is by no means the Province of all thoſe whom 
that Leſſon may concern, and who would have 
been but very ill provided with a proper Repre- 
ſentation of that Matter, if they had known no 
other Means of conducting that Argument 
through all it's Connexions in it's fulleſt Force; 
if they had been conſcious of no nearer and more 
opportune Recourſe the while for their Satisfacti- 
on, long before ever this voluntary Apoſtle was 


pleaſed to engage in their Aſſiſtance, and aroſe 4 


Maſter in Iſrael. 

If either our own, or our borrow'd Conſtructi- 
ons upon holy Writ, were our only Means for 
working out the Knowledge of our Salvation, we 
might, I think, venture even to exceed the A 
ſtle's Strain, in expreſſing the Deplorableneſs of 
our Situation, and affert, with the greateſt Ju- 
ſtice, that we wwere of all Creatures the moſt miſera- 
ble. If a juſt Apprehenſion of the Authority and 
Senſe of the Scriptures be neceſſary for us to attain 
by Reaſoning, fo is in the firſt Place, it muſt be 


granted, a good Degree of natural Underſtanding 
or 


the Purpoſe ; ſo is, again, a competent Pro- 
portion of Skill in Language and Science on the 
Occaſion; and, of courſe, the Circumſtance of a 
favourable Fortune to furniſh the Opportunity of 
making ſuch Acquiſition ; ſo is, farther, the En- 
ſurance of a ſufficient Allotment of Years 15 la- 
ur 


1 1 A ws war £m bad * es pra 


| ( 63 ) 
1. bour through the Employment. To fate pro- 
ati perly it's Merits, and clear it's Meaning; to fet- 
1 tle firſt the Canon, and then the Contents, is 
xt, plainly enough a Taſk, that no leſs Qualifications 
it can at all admit our Undertaking. If a Bible 
4; WW therefore be once neceſſary for this ſtrict and ſo- 
ed lemn Peruſal, tis eaſy to ſee, that fo are other 
«te convenient Means of Information in great Abun- 
ut dance to give it both Light and Sanction; that 
ly, ſo is Prideaux's Connexions, for Inſtance, r 
"mM 2 thouſand other Volumes, to ſupport and illu- 
v rate it. 
5 I have been very ſhort and reaſonable in the 
no Computation of my Demands, that I might come 
nt the ſooner to remark upon the Conſequence, and 
ec; Wl aſk in a Word, to what Purpoſe all theſe extra- . 
"re ordinary Ingredients of Senſe and Learning, and 
q. Leiſure, thus almoſt miraculouſly afſembled to- 5 
ras WW gether in our ſuppoſed Examiners? Why, to ; 
enable at laſt, one perhaps in ten Thouſand, to C 
form ſomething of a probable Conjecture upon 
Qq;. ¶ the Subject, and very poſſibly (what the moſt in- 
for W genious Students, who have gone that Way to 
we work, have often had the hard Lot to fall into) 
10- a damnable one. 
of But, to return to my Argument, purſuant to 
ſu- this my Explanation of the Nature of Faith, and 
16 the Means of attaining it, we may be now able to 
nd ive ſome Account how the Want of it comes to 
ain ſuch a Crime, and ſo ſevere a Penalty to be de- May mate 
be MW nounced againſt Unbelief, which upon no other IH 
ng MW Suppoſition we could poſſibly do. The univerſal ” * 
0 Tender of this Conviction, however potent in it's 
he Influence, muſt yet depend greatly upon the pro- 
fa * Diſpoſition of our Minds to give it Reception 
or it's Efficacy, and fo far will give Place, and 
n- afford ample R for Trial and Probation, and 
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la- become indeed a Teſt of our Obedience. Whereas 
Jur I the 
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the arbitrary Determinations of Reaſon are well 
known to be Events entirely out of our Power, 
and conſequently to leave no ſuch Room for ei- 
ther our Merit or. Offence. Hence, I ſay, can 
ariſe the only poſſible Connexion in Nature he- 
twixt Conſcience and Believing, in every other 


Light the moſt ridiculous Jargon in the World. 


Human Invention cannot find an equal Image to 
expreſs the Abſurdity of an obedient or criminal 
Underſtanding. The ſeeing of Sounds, or hear- 
ing of Colours, are Illuſtrations far ſhort of the 
Nonſenſe of Conſcience in Opinion upon any 
other Principle. The commanding Men 4o believe 
rationally, commanding them to have their Rea- 
ſon ſatisfied, and this with threatned Imputation 
of Guilt and Infliction of Puniſhment, is ſuch a 
Scheme at firſt View, as no Pretence of Authori- 
ty, human or Divine, can command any Regard 
or Attention to, or indeed any Notice, but that 
of the Contempt due to Paradoxes, the ' moſt 
eminently impudent and ridiculous. On the 
other Hand, a rebellious Oppoſition of all the 
tous Inſtances of the divine Spirit to enlighten 
our Hearts, the willful Repugnance to all his 
earneſt Solicitations to accept of his ſaving 
Truths, may they not as 3 expect all 
that ſo great an Injury calls for, or the Reſent- 
ment of ſo great a Perſonage can inflict? Here 
Diſbelieving and Guilt have Meaning again when 
put together, ſince the Compliance required 1s no 
onger that of the Underſtanding, but of the 
Will, in it's Nature free, and therefore account- 
able; and though we are not by any means 
chargeable for the Effects of our Apprehenſion, 
yet there is no Reaſon but that we may be with 
all Juſtice called to the ſtricteſt Account for our 
Obſtinacy, Impiety and Perverſeneſs. 1 
ence 
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Hence again it is, that Schiſms and Herefies 
re ſuch juſt Objects of our Wonder and Reſent- 
nent; which conſidered merely as different Opi- 
ions, and as the ſpeculative Reſults of different 
nderſtandings, have certainly nothing in them 
ither ſo _ or deteſtable, but are, on the 
ontrary, Conſequences extremely natural, and 
zo more than what was to be expected on ſuch an 
Decafion : We beſeech you, Brethren, ſays the 
\ poſtle, that you all ſpeak the ſame Thing ; 
hat ye be all per fectiy of the ſame Mind, and the 
me ud ment. A ftrange Requeſt this, till we 
ome to conſider the Character and Doctrine of 


he Speaker, and the Means by which he defired 
on it ſhould be effected; which is explained to us 
oy 1 another Place, with the Repetition of the like 
i- 


Demand, The God of all Conſolation grant you 
o be like minded. 

From this Account alone of the Matter can 
ve reconcile ourſelves conſiſtently to the ſudden 
onverſion of ſo many upon little or no ſeeming 
vidence, and diſcover both why it was expect- 
d, and why accepted at their Hands. Fellow 
ne, ſays our Lord to Matthew, and immediately 
e left all and followed him. It would ſurely 
em ſtrange, humanly conſidered, to fee him 
leſerting thus precipitately a beneficial Employ- 
ent for he knew not whom; which muſt be the 


aſe, if we ſuppoſe the Summons directed to his 
Fa eaſon ; if he was not affected at the fame Cri- 


$ by ſome correſponding Call within to influ- 
nce his Motions, and warrant his Prudence: 
or it is either likely, if what he had ſeen before 
ad had that good Effect upon him, as to diſpoſe 
im to Diſcipleſhip, that he would have had the 
lerit of engaging voluntarily in the Service, 
thout waiting for a particular Addreſs, or elſe 


nat he would never have proved fo obſequious 
E. to 
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to it on a ſudden at the firſt Offer, as to com 
ply at once, at the Loſs of his Livelihood for 
Word's ſpeaking. In another Place it is recor 
ed, and as a Diſcipleſhip not ill received, 

many, who it ſeems had never heard of him be 
fore, believed on him readily for the Saying of f 
Weman. A notable Foundation truly for Confideng 
and Conviction, and perhaps Martyrdom, wi 
out ſome internal AſtGant of ſuperior Credit, 
ſecond and make good the light Intelligend 
O Fools, and ſlow to believe And all th 
can you imagine, only becauſe a Narrative d 
four Hours had not wrought a thorough Co 
viction ? Is it to be believed, that God wou 
reproach any of his Creatures with a defeQin 
Intellect, when he was pleaſed to give them n 
better ? Rather, 1s 1t not very evident, that thi 
Animadverſion is by no means applicable to tha 
Underſtandings, or any Charge of their bein 
dull Scholars, but a ſevere Reprehenſion juſt 
due to a rebellious Refuſal and Diſclaim of 
fer'd Grace? A Mind prepared and ſuſceptible« 
theſe Impreſſions, it was their Part to cultivat 
for the Admittance of this heavenly Gueſt: & 
reaſonable and neceſſary a Recommendation th 
that wherever this Diſpoſition was known toi 
wang he would not be at any Pains in fol 
citing ſuch, but gave them up inſtantly to tit 
Hardneſs of their Hearts without Remedy, de 
priving them judicially even of the moſt com 
mon Advantages, and not permitting them thot 
accidental Opportunities of ſeeing any of I 
Miracles, which might poſlibly have alarms 
their ſtubborn Minds into a better State, al 
prompted a Defire of farther Inſtruction. ! 
did not many mighty Works there, becauſe of ie 
Unbelief , which would have been the very Re 
ſon of his multiplying them, or ſome bete 


W 
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1 
Means for their Reduction, if he had thought 
them Subjects the leaſt deſerving of his farther 
Care or Affiſtance. In ſuch a Cafe, we might not 
unreaſonably expect to ſee ſomething more of 
the long · ſuffering Character diſplayed in their Be- 
half; more patient Degree of Attendance 
had, in all Probability, been indulged to a tardy 
Genius and innocent Scruples, if they had been 
the only Impediment; it might ſeem ſomewhat 
hard and ſevere to reprobate, by ſo ſhort a Pro- 
ceſs for Heſitation, thoſe whom perhaps one ad- 
ditional Circumſtance of Power ſhining upon 
them, had brought to a proper Temper and Obe- 
dience. We may well preſume, that he who 
left the Boſom of his Father purely to give us 
this important Information, would never have fo 
capriciouſly neglected an Errand that coſt him 
thus dear to undertake ; or have deſiſted from all 
Occaſions to promote the gracious Scheme of our 
Salvation' to-the utmoſt, upon any other Account 
than that of our own experienced Unworthineſs. 
For the ſame Reaſon only it was, and for a pro- 
per Puniſhment upon the incredulous and ſtiff- 
necked Fews, that he was ſo particularly cau- 
tious of expoſing his Perſon after his Reſurrection 
to publick View ; when his taking one Turn in 
the Market-Place might have ſpared both the 
painful Labours and Lives of ſo many holy 
Vouchers, who periſhed merely by the Thing's 
being done in a Corner. No; but if they believe 


ut the inward Atteſtations of the Holy Spirit, 


neither ſhall they be perſuaded by one's riſing from 
the Dead. And therefore, if ever our Goſpel be hid, 
it is bid deſervedly to theſe only that are loſt, and 
have already wilfully forfeited all Claim to far- 
ther Grace, or any repeated Inſtances of Perſua- 
fion. According to the fame Account we find, 
wherever the outward Enforcements of the 

E 2 Goſpel 
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Goſpel did not ſucceed, this conſtant Explana- 
tion of it's Want of Effect; The Word preachet 
did not profit them, not being mixed with Faith in 
them that heard it. 

It appears then that, by this Revealed and 
Scripture Account of the Matter, all the difficult 
and ſurprizing Phænomena that occur in the 
Courſe of our Reflection, and Review of this 
Subject, are conſiſtently cleared and explained to 
our Satisfaction, that Men may be certainly this 
Way highly culpable before God and Man, for a 
Deficiency in Belief ; that they may be as equita- 
bly obliged to an immediate Acknowledgment of WP 
the Truth; and that he who requires all this at Ne 
their Hands, may be yet ſtrictly juſtifiable in WP 


withdrawing his Light from ſuch as chuſe to fit BWW” 
in Darkneſs, and abſolutely refuſing the Continu- . 
ance of all Means of Conviction to ſuch, as by 
their Ingratitude and Neglect, had rendred them- WW 
ſelves unworthy of all farther Solicitation, and e 
would, by their Infidelity of Spirit, render its f 
The Conſi- Operations, if tried, of no Effect. On the other N 
2 hand, leaving this Solution for a while out of the t 
: ech rat Queſtion, let us now turn the Tables, and take a 
10 other ſhort View of our religious Perſuaſion in it's Re- l 
View, verſe, and merely as it ſtands upon it's own Bot- ( 


— 


tom; let us contemplate for a Moment the & 

conomy of our Faith in no other Light than what 

our Underſtanding will afford us for the Proſpect, 

and ſee what a venerable Figure it will make un- 

der ſuch a Repreſentation, and conſidered only 

in the Eye of ſtrict and unaſſiſted Reaſon. Io 

take it, as it naturally occurs, in it's very firſt 

Ir}ance in Step; for Inſtance, of Baptiſm. Can any thing 
Baptiſm. be more natural, upon hearing of a rational Faith, 
than to interrogate, with the greateſt Simplicity, 

after our Church-Catechiſm ?—//by then are In- 

fants baptized, when by Reaſon of their tender 425 

10 


— 
— 


( 69) 


they cannot poſſibly pretend to know any thing of 
the Matter? To repreſent this whole Proceed- 
ing juſtly, according to the Laws of Reaſon, 
would be to give a very injurious Image of that 
heavenly Myſtery. For they article, might the 
invidious Objector ſay, without knowing it to 
believe they Tow not what; and this Act, which 
is properly no Act at all, is received as ſomething 
to all Intents and Purpoſes complete in itſelf, and 
compriſing the whole Sum and Extent of a juſt 
Perſuaſion. Their living longer afterwards, to be 
capable of being informed what it is they have 
promiſed to believe, may poſſibly endanger, but 
cannot add to the Terms of their contracted Hap- 
in pineſs. The Merits of the moſt finiſhed Con- 
ft Nviction are already theirs by Imputation ; their 
1. Claim to Heaven ſtands already allowed, and 
by Millions are accordingly, we know, actually ſaved 
m. Nupon the Strength of the mere Ceremony, with- 
ind out ever having had the Capacity of exerting one 
is ſingle Thought _ that, or any other Subject. 


her o far are they all the while from knowing any 
the thing why, that they do not ſo much as know 
tea Phat they believe, or, indeed, that they do be- 
Re. eve any thing at all. —I could well enlarge, if 
ot. N Occaſion were, upon this Head, and reduce the 
CE. hole Syſtem, by each particular Article, to that 
hat Nuncouth Image, which through the falſe Medium 
ect, {Wet Reaſon, it muſt ever ſtrike upon our Senſes. 
un- Bat if you will conſult the great Lord“ Bacon 
nly pon the Subject, you will find the Application 
To ef this Teſt of Reaſon to Religion fully made al- 


ready to your Hands, and carried with one conti- 
nued Series and Air of Repugnancies through al- 
moſt all the Myſteries of the Goſpel. And yet no 
ne will, I believe, offer to doubt his perſonal 
. erſuaſion of the Truth of them, on Account of 


Apt * See his Religious Paradoxes. 
they E 3 the 


The Culti- 
vation of 
Faith and 
Reaſoning 
produce 


contrary 
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the ſeeming Contrarieties he has there ſet to view, 
whilſt he was ſcanning them by the inadequate 
Scale of mere human Reaſon. He knew well 
that all theſe Abſurdities, as they appear to us, 
were ſo far from being Matter of any juſt Jea. 
louſy, or Exception to it's Veracity, that they 
are the ſtrongeſt Preſumptions poſſible in it's Fa. 
vour, and the neceffary Conſequences of our at. 
tempting of ourſelves to pronounce at all upon 


divine Subjects, that it's not proves correſpon. 
dent to, or reconcileable with, our 


otions, is 2 
Circumſtance rather violently declarative of itꝭ 
being in Truth the genuine and undoubted Re. 
preſentation of his Will, who thinketh not as Ma 
thinketh, 

There cannot indeed be on Earth two Thing 
more widely differing, than this ſame Religion 


humanly conſidered, and falling under the pro- 


— Cognizance of this ſupernatural and inſpired 
enſe, when it is attempted to be weighed in the 
unequal Scales of human Reaſon, and when tt 
has 1t's juſt Poize by being proved in the Balance 
of the Sanctuary. With Men this is impoſſible, 
but with God all Things are poſſible, is a Diſtin& 
on no where more ſtrongly exemplified than in 
this Subject: Gy his Almighty Influence, the Faith 
of Grace ſhall give us Demonſtration of Things in 
a thouſand + «lng to which the Faith of Rea. 


ſon could never have, in any Degree, reconciled 


us. They claſh in their very firſt Principles, ther 
very firſt Leſions are the moſt direct Contradict- 
ons to each other: The Foundation of Philoſo- 


phy is all Doubt and Suſpicion, as the Founds 
tion of Religion is all Acquieſcence and Belief 
But how extremely diſtin& and oppoſite they are 
in their Natures and Intereſts, we may judge yt 
more certainly from their conſtant experienced 
Effects, by obſerving that there never " 4. 
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act, any right 3 or Correſpondence 
betwixt their ſeveral Profeſſors; that from the 
ery earlieſt Accounts, they have ran naturally 
nto ſeparate Parties, have manifeſted, on all Oc- 


Jes afions, a hoſtile Diſpoſition, and mutual Anti- 
they athy, and ſtood ever, in the moſt diſtant Re- 
Fa. nove, from all Poffibility of amicable Terms and 


Reconcilement. The Philoſopher inſolently ſcoff- 
ng the Believer, and he, in his Turn, as zea- 
Jouſly proſcribing the Philoſopher. The Wiſdom 
Man has ever been reputed Fooliſpneſs with 
od and his Servants, and but too often the Cen- 
ſure has been (however vainly) retorted. A freſh 
Inſtance of the Truth of that general Doctrine 
which I am endeavouring through the whole to 
inculcate! For if this Chriſtian Syſtem had pro- 
ceeded on rational Principles, it could never cer- 
S tainly have laboured under all that Contempt in 
the Eyes of the lettered World which it did, and 
which the Miniſters of it's Propagation were be- 
forehand expreſsly aſſured it would do. It had 
all the Advantage of coming on the Stage, at a 
Time of Day when Reaſon was in the higheſt 
Requeſt and Repytation, and was ſure to have 
the faireſt Play imaginable : Never were her 
Friends, the profeſt Searchers for. Truth, more 
in countenanced and encouraged : The World had 
Rea never Ears more open; nor was ever better diſ- 
ilel poſed to attend the canvaſſing Things by Argu- 
heir ment, if that had been the Ground they had gone 
ict: upon. It was then, by their own Confeſſion, the 
oſo· general Turn and common Employment amongſt 
da: Mankind, to be induſtriouſſy looking out for In- 
lief. telligence: The Improvement of their Knowledge 
ate was that to which they had devoted all their 
pet Thoughts; it was the undeviating Buſineſs of 
iced their whole Lives earneſtly to cultivate Informa- 
„in tion by all poſſible Methods; and they had ſuc- 
act, E 4 ceeded 
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ceeded accordingly in their Proficiency, and theſ 
Children of this World were in their Generation, 
leaſt, as wiſe as the Children of Light. This ws 
the Situation in which they profeſs to have found 
the Audience they were to addreſs, and a mof 
advantageous and favourable one it was as couli 
be wiſhed, if they had dealt in Arguments, and 
had human. Means of Conviction to produce 
But it ſeems they were not ſo to learn Chriſt, aud 
that Religion and Science were, as I contend | 
two very remote and different Subjects. Hoy 
frequent is it, accordingly, to obſerve the Effeds 

of the Spirit operating with the greateſt Energy 
and Succeſs, in Objects where, to our Percept: 
on, a very ordinary Degree of intellectual Im. 
provement is ſcarce diſcoverable ; how much true 
Zeal, and Acuteneſs of ſpiritual Diſcernment, 
ſhining forth in Breaſts unadvantaged with the mi- 
nuteſt Portion of human Talents, or Acquire 
ment? On the other hand, is any thing agan 
more common, than to meet with the brighteſt 
Votaries of the rational Claſs, deſtitute of every 
Glimpſe of ſaving Knowledge, or the leaſt No 
tion of ſuch' a Thing as diving Faith? The Wori 

by Wiſdom knows not God. Nay, ſo neceſſarily op- 
poſite are theſe two Species of Men, that ther 
very Qualifications on both Sides are ſo many 
mutual and inſuperable Impediments in ther 
Way, to hinder even all Poſſibility of any Ap- 
proach or Accommodation. The religious Man, 

for Inſtance, the enlightened Diſciple of the Croſs 
who feels within all that glorious Diſplay of the 
Power deſcribed, and all that demonſtrative Aſ- 
ſurance of the Truth of a Belief, by which hi 


Salvation ſtands enſured, is conſcious that he b 


poſſeſſed already of the one Thing neceſſary, and 


therefore contemns very juſtly all meaner Pur- 
fuits, which might poſſibly in any Meaſure * 
2 8 
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his Mind from intending with all it's Powers the 
only Science deſerving of his Application or Re- 

rd. On the other hand, the Character of the 
Philoſopher diſqualifies him again as much, for 
the having his Mind open to Influences, of which 
he has not the leaſt Conception or Eſteem; the 
habitual Turn of his Thoughts, his contracted 
Fondneſs for regular Argument, and inviolable 
Attachment to certain eſtabliſhed Teſts, will, of 
courſe, prevent his being ever affected by any 
thing that offers in any other Shape. His very 
Progreſs in carnal Wiſdom has, we ſhall find, been 
but ſo much going backward in the School of 
Chriſt, on Account of which Effect, the Apoſtle 
ſo juſtly terms it, earthly, ſenſual, deviliſb. Thus 

repoſſeſt, he will hear of nothing that does not 
juſt happen to fall in exactly with what he vainly 
affects to call the Laws of Nature, which he has 
already irreverſibly determined, and which en- 
groſs all his Devotion. Moral Relations are with 
him the general Touchſtone for the Trial of all 
Truths that come in his Way; and Revelation 
itſelf ſtands or falls in his Opinion, only ſo far as 
it agrees with that pee Standard. So 
that you ſee, a ſubtle Spirit and a penetrating Ge- 


nius, as you ſo ſententiouſly affected to expreſs 


yourſelf, may poſſibly blind a Man in ſome Parti- 
culars, without all that Degree of Paradox which 
you would fix on ſuch a Suppoſition. 

So much did the impotent Policy of that de- 
luded Apoſtate Julian miſtake it's Aim, when, 
in the Malice of his Heart, he prohibited the 
Children of Chriftians from the Advaritages, as 
he conceiv'd it, of a School-Education, and be- 
ing trained in Leſſons of Philoſophy, which, in- 
ſtead of contributing, as he weakly apprehended, 
to the forwarding of that Intereſt, and rend'ring 
their Qualifications more formidable, might, in 


all 
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all Probability, have produced often the ſame fa. 
tal Effects amongſt them, as it had done already 
on himſelf, and have diſpoſed them to give ab. 
ſurdly the Preference to Paganiſm and Idolatry, 
A prudent Manager in his Place, that had well 
underſtood the Nature of his accurſed Project, 
would, in Proſecution of the ſame Scheme, Kee 
taken juſt contrary Meafures, and ſpitefully ſet 
open the Schools every where for their Admiſſi. 
on; he would have earneſtly encouraged their re- 
taining” to the Profeſſion of Philoſophy, and in- 
vited them by all poſſible Arts and Privileges, to 
the Cultivation of a Science, that has generally 
been found to prove ſo deſtructive of their Prin- 
ciples. This had been proceeding judiciouſly 
however, and with Art as diabolical as the Deſign, 
by thoſe very Politicks, from which the Apoſtle 
very juſtly apprehended ſome Danger indeed, and 
againſt which his cautionary Precept is ſo ſolemn- 
ly and directly levelPd. Beware, leſs any Man 
fpoil you through Philoſophy and vain Deceit, after 
the Tradition of Men, after the Rudiments of the 
World, and not after Chriſt. It had bid ſurely the 
faireſt for the Accompliſhment of his Purpoſe, 
that they ſhould have contracted early a Propen- 
fity to Diſtruſt and Contradiction, that aſſuming 
and prying Turn of Philoſophers, which is fo 
widely different from the Temper required to 
qualify a Candidate for the Diſcipleſhip of Chriſt, 
He has declared, that 20 Man can receive the Goſs 
pet, except he receive it as a little Child, in the Im- 
potence and Impuberty of a dutiful Underftand- 
ing; in the tractable Simplicity of unpractiſed 
Reaſon ; not with the Claims of a ſelf-ſufficient 
Diſputant ; the haughty and arrogant Spirit of a 
epiving Academic; but with all the obſequious 
Submiffion and humble Acquieſcence of a Babe, 
who has no other Diſpoſition, but to learn his 
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e fa. But for the ſtrongeſt Explanation of the Truth 

eady of what I am ſuggeſting, that Reaſon cannot 

ab. ¶ poſſibly have any Thing to do upon theſe Occa- 

try, ſions, let me recommend you only for one Mo- 

well ment into ſome Aſſembly of the Faithful at their 

ject, ¶ Devotions. Repair, I ſay, but to the next G 
nave Scene of religious Worſhip, and contemplate ander 
there in your Mind what paſſes in your View, Creed: no 
and the Nature of the Proceedings, a numerous ZH ef 
Congregation, the Votaries of an extenſive Dil- s Reaſont £ 
trict, and their ſtrict Concurrence to the niceſt * 
Punctilio in all the doctrinal Points there uttered, 

and bring me ingenuouſly your true Judgment 

upon the Matter. Is it poſſible that you will aſ- 

ſert, that this harmonious Flock are thus alto- 

gether really giving a rational Aſſent to all theſe 

curious Articles, and profound Theorems, when 

your Experience, in the mean Time, aſſures you, 

that the Generality of theſe unanimous Confeſ- 

ſors have never, in their whole Lives, beſtowed 

one ſingle Thought, in a ſpeculative Way, upon 

the Truth or Falſhood of all that long Train of 
Propoſitions they ſo liberally avow ? You muſt 

2 readily grant the contrary, and fall of 

Courſe into my eaſy Account of this ſtrange Pro- 
ceeding, owning that it can be only the Effect of 

the ſame Spirit, that from the Lips of them all 
contrives to ſpeak the ſame Thing; that, by 

this Means, though Men cannot be all of one 
Opinion, they may of one Faith, which they 

hold, not in Unity of Underſtanding, but, as 

our Liturgy well expreſſes it, in the Bond of Peace, 

and Urity of Spirit. A Diſtinction that can alone 

juſtity the Conſiſtency of the Practice, which 

a muſt be otherwiſe unavoidably liable to Reproach 

18 for it's Abſurdity, and render it's Abettors very 

, deſervedly obnoxious to the Apoſtle's Cenſure of 

1s rearing Altars to an unknown God, A Diſtinction 

it ; which 
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which the ſame Apoſtle elſewhere allows, when 
he affirms of the Caſe of repeating Prayers in an 
unknown Tongue, that one may pray with th 
Spirit, though not with the Underſtanding. And 
what Wonder? when we conſider, that this ſame 
Spirit is the ſole Avenue of all theſe Intelligences, i 
and that it is not Fleſh and Blood that hath revealed 
this unto them, but that they are all taught of God; 
that it is he only that hath heard and learned of the 
Father that cometh to Chriſt. —So then plainly it is |; 

no more of him that 7hinketh, or of him that rea. 
ſoneth, but of God who ſheweth Mercy. ; 
I am indeed, after all, well aware, that you 
are not without your Precedents in this Perſua- 
ſion; that there have been very ſtrenuous Advo. 
cates for your Side of the Queſtion, and thoſe too 
Perſons of no ordinary Eminence and Reputation, | 
both for their Abilities and religious Attachments, 
I have, I muſt confeſs, been myſelf but too often 
a Witneſs to this Kind of Language from the 
Pulpit. I have been often aſſured, from a ſtrange 
Mifapplication of a ſtraggling Text, ſome faint 
Outline which ſeemed, they fancied, to counte- 
nance ſuch a Notion, that I was to prove all 
Things, (a hopeful Taſk! ) before I believed any 
Thing. That I was not only left free to enquire, 
if I pleaſed, into the Truth of all Fundamentals 
in Religion, but that it was actually a Duty in- 
cumbent upon me to do ſo, and a fatal and unpar- 
donable Neglect to omit it. That I could never 
anſwer it, either to God or myſelf, to be any one's 
Diſciple, without the Warrant of that Reaſon he 
had given me to judge by, and purpoſely to diſ- 
tinguiſh betwixt Truth and Falſhood. That it 
was, in ſhort, a Qualification indiſpenſably required 
at my Hands, to be always able and ready to give 
an intelligible and ſatisfactory Account of the 
Ground of my Faith to any that ſhould aſk "= 
C 
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he Queſtion, and a Reaſon of the Hope that was 


1 MIL. 


Now how well grounded this pompous Char- Error of 
Ander is, we ſhall be beſt able to determine, by %“ 
am . | = that re- 

eepairing once more to the great Original from en 
ces hence they pretend to extract it. and date this 2% rea- 
* ild and latitudinarian Commiſſion. There we ing Prac- 
704; 


; ; re told expreſly, that Faith is the Evidence 0 tice. 


"the inge not ſeen. A ſhort and plain Definition 
it is Urnough, as one would apprehend. But theſe 
rea- 


Men, by their Account, make it only the Ev;- 
Pence of Things ſeen : They take upon them to 
Wcverſe the authentic Precept, and bid us walk by 
ob's inſtead of Faith ; whilſt they are teaching 
s thus, that our Faith ought to be the Reſult of 


Pur own Reaſonings, and telling their Saviour in 
* Effect, with Thomas, that ſeeing is believing. And 
nts, 


how ſuch a Declaration may expect to be received, 
may be judged from the Manner of his Accept- 
Fance; Thomas, becauſe thou haſt ſeen, thou 
Woft believed.” A very cold Reception of his dif- 
Wicult Humour and late Acknowledgment, inti- 


te. nating ſtrongly, that his Pretenſions to his Maſ- 
all #cr's Favour diminiſhed in Proportion to the De- 
0 Pree of Evidence he had thought fit to require of 


Wim, that there was no mighty Merit in being 

onvinced by Demonſtration, and when he could | 
o longer poſſibly avoid it. And which was all ' 
ill more ſeverely expreſſed in the Beatitude, fo 


r ignificantly ſubjoined and addreſſed obliquely elſe- 
CS here; Bleſſed are they that have not ſeen, and yet 
he Wav believed. Theſe indeed were the Votaries, and 
il- Inis the Kind of Attachment which he may be 


Always obſerved to have particularly encouraged 
and affected in his Followers. A forward Pro- 
penſity to aſſent without Lingring or Cavil, a 
modeſt and humble Diſpoſition to receive the 


w; Tender of his Doctrines rather as Matter of 
e Inſtruction, 
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Inſtruction, than as the State of a Caſe ſubmit 
ted to any Arbitration of our own, is the 
Temper Chriſtianity has ever required at oy 
Hands, and graced, when diſcovered, with the 
conſtant Marks of it's higheſt Approbation. I 
any Share of the Work _—_ to be ever at all 
put into our own Hands, if any Method of Trilff 
may ſeem at any Time recommended to prepare 
the Way for ſuch an Acknowledgment, it vil 
preſently be reconciled, when we confider wha 
are the Rules given us on theſe Occafions ; that 
they are not ſuch as can ever render the Conkſeſ 
quence of our Scrutiny precarious, or admit off 
any Poſſibility of a Miſtake on our Part. The 
Scripture-Teſt and Standard for finding out th: 
Spirits of Truth is no more than this; — Her: 
by ye ſhall know them. Every one that con feſſul 
that Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, is of God. Nov 
this is evidently what Philoſophers call argu 
ing in a Circle, and begging the Queſtion: But 
in Faith you ſee it is a neceſſary Preliminary; H 
that cometh to Chriſt, muſt believe that he is. 
* Contrary With what Severity does our Lord reprove 
I % e, the Sin of Infidelity in his Diſciples, for im: 
#6 mr of the gining they were going to be drowned when thet 
b Goſpel. Veſſel was actually ſinking under them, and tt 
had been from all Appearance a Sin againſt com-W 
1 mon Senſe to have thought any otherwiſe ? In 
9 like manner was Zacharias ſtruck dumb on the 
# Spot, for only heſfitating upon what carried, ac- 
cording to the common Courſe of Nature, the 
. higheſt Face of Impoſſibility. 
. In what Particular is it that we find the Pati. 
2 arch Abraham ever ſtiled with ſo juſt an Emi. 
nence The Father of the Faithful, and ſo much 
| propoſed to us at every Turn as the moſt lau- 
dable Pattern for our Imitation? Why becauſe 
| againſt Hope, i. e. contrary to all human Proba- 
"x I bility, 


| 
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bility, he believed in Hope, and confidered not 
(what one would imagine ſhould have offered it- 
{elf the firſt to his Conſideration) all the natural 
Impediments that ſeemed to render the promiſed 
Event impracticable. But the Paſſage that moſt 
fully, and beyond all Poſſibility of Miſconception, 
deſcribes to us the true Nature of Faith in pro- 
feſt Oppoſition to that miſtaken Notion of a ratio- 
nal one, which ſome had, it ſeems, erroneouſl 
entertained, is in the xth Chap. of the Epiſtle 
to the Romans, where the whole Queſtion is diſ- 
cuſſed at large, and thus preciſely determined: 
« The Righteouſneſs which is by Faith ſpeaketh on 
&« this wiſe , Say not in thy Heart, who ſhall aſcend 
« up into Heaven? (that is to bring Chriſt down 
« from above) or who Hall deſcend into the Deep? 
« (thet is to bring up Chriſt again from the Dead.” 
You need not be at all this Pains to ranſack Heaven 
and Earth for Intelligence and Satisfaction in the 
Point. But what ſaith it ? The Word is nigh thee, 
even in thy Mouth, and in thy Heart ; that is, the 
Word of Faith which we preach. For with the 
Heart Man belicv?eth unto Righteouſneſs, &c. 
And this Deſcription, calculated profeſſedly for 
the Inſtruction, and ſetting right of ſome well- 
meaning Devotees, of whom he had teſtified juſt 
before, that they had a Zeal of God, but not accord- 
ing to Knowledge ;, and wanted only to be better 
informed. If my Argument could admit, after 
this, of any additional Confirmation, I might 
mention, from the ſame Authority, that Simpli- 
city which the Apoſtle aſcertains elſewhere, as 
the proper Characteriſtic, and known Stamp of 
the Elect. For you ſee your Calling, Brethren, i. e. 
the Nature of your Religion, how that not many 
wiſe Men after the Fleſh, &c. And to ſecond this 
Obſervation by conſtant Experience, there are 
not wanting, through all Ages and Records, a- 

bundant 
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bundant Witneſſes, from Origen down to our own 
Tillotſon, what a Medley of a Character the Qua- 
lifications of Faith and a reaſoning Turn exhibit, 
whenever they happen to meet both in the ſame 
Perſon. And how indeed ſhould we expect any 
other Conſequence from them, when we may ob- 
ſerve, that Defences of religious Tenets, proceed 
in a quite different Stile from that of any other 
Logic one meets with; that ſuch a kind of Rea- 
ſoning is avowed upon this Suhject, as goes di- 
rectly oppoſite to every other Species of Argu- 
ment that carries the Name. Not to confine it 
barely to a Credo quia impoſſibile eſt, and the reſt 
of that Strain, which would have been conſider d 
as no ordinary Degrees of Paradox and Enthufi- 
aſm, if advanced ſeriouſly upon any other Occa- 
fion. Nay, ſo well and fo generally is this Di- 
ſtinction and Diſſonance underſtood, that nothing 
can be more common than to hear it, upon this 
very Principle, urged every Day, againſt the 
Study of the Mathematicks in particular, that it 
was frequently found to have a Tendency to the 
creating an infidel Turn in the Mind, by diſpoſing 
it to a Diſregard for any other kind of Evidence, 
than ſuch as it was uſed to meet in that favourite 
Science. Whereas moſt religious Truths are fo 
far from admitting of any ſuch Teſt, or giving 
into thoſe ſtrict Rules of Proof, that all officious 
Attempts of the Kind to illuſtrate them at all by 
Argument, have been generally found to have 


little other Effect, than to obſcure and render 


them ſuſpected. Even upon the plaineſt Queſtion 
in hs ag the l of a Deity 10 the 
Subject of the World, where all Men, as it is 
owned, muſt needs naturally believe, if left fair- 
ly to themſelves, and uninſtructed, may one not 
venture boldly to affirm, and that without the 
leaſt invidious Inſinuation to the D © 
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hat extraordinary Perſon, that all the laboured 
roductions of Dr. Clarke himſelf (ingenious as 
they are) in that Behalf, have rather contributed 
o make for the other Side of the Queſtion, and 
aiſed a thouſand new Difficulties in the Reader's 
Mind, which would neyer elſe have occurred to 
im, where it has ſent away one fingle Perſon 
hroughly fatisfied in the Point, or, indeed, left 
im only in the ſame Degree of Perſuaſion it 
ound him? And will any one declare ingenu- 
puſly, that he finds himſelf as free from all little 
Doubts and Scruples, and, in effect, the ſame 
good and faſt Believer, after the deliberate Peruſal 
ff theſe Arguments, as he was when he firſt took 


heſe Subjects canvaſſed freely, though never ſo 
uch to their Advantage in Point of Argument, 


in itſelf, a very dangerous Practice, and a great ju... 
his _—_— to all religious Attachments, which with Rea- 
the We eſtabliſhed on ſo much a better Ground. The /oning. * 
tit NCoroborations of Reaſon, granting that they - 


may be had, are ſo far from advantaging the In- 
reſts of this Cauſe, that they naturally tend to 
leſſen it's Authority in Men's Minds, by debaſing 
it too much with a Mixture of our common Con- 
eptions, and ſeeming to ſuggeſt that we owe 
omething of our divine Knowledge to the Aſſi- 
lance of human Means and Endeayours of our 


by un. However it be, the looking preſumptu- 
we euſly into the Ark of God, whatever Light and 


Diſcoveries it may happen to ſtrike upon the Sen- 
es, has certainly ever proved a fatal Curioſity ; 
nor is there any Inſtance where the proverbial Ef- 
ect of Familiarity, and intimate Acquaintance, 

more notoriouſly to be remarked. It 
as been made a Maxim in Reproach, by ſome 
dorward Spirits, who were themſelves entirely ig- 
norant of the true Principle, that an abſolute Un- 
F acquaintance 


them in Hand ? To fay Truth, the very hearing Religion 
awill not 
admit of 
the leafs 
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acquaintance with theſe Matters, was the mi 
effectual Security for our inviolable Adherencet 
them, and that Ignorance was, in plain Ter 
the Mother of all Devotion. And far, in Fa 
is certain, if we look but the leaſt into the Anni 
of our own Country, that there never has be: 
ſeen leſs of Zeal and Steadineſs in the Cauſe 
Religion, than at thoſe particular Junctures, whe 
the Circumſtances of the Times neceflarily | 
Men to the cloſeſt Enquiry into it's Merits. Ho 
inconſiderable has the Liſt of Martyrs been alwa 
found, at the Teſt, in Compariſon with all the 
who have made it their Principle to vary, i 
out Scruple, every Way with the Eſtabliſhment 
who have run readily into every Denominatione 
Religion by Turns; and ſeem'd to hold Chrnl 
Church, to be always the Church in being ? 
And accordingly it is obvious to common 
perience, that ſuch Men as deal in Diſputes, ai 
cultivate the Dialogue-Stile in their Diſcuſſion 
are never half ſo fixed, and to be depended upd 
for their Principles, as thoſe who indulge cn 
ſtantly one ſame dictatorial Strain, and tick ii 
violably to one Side of the Queſtion. 
As notorious it is to Obſervation (and it c, 
cerns you eſpecially to take good Notice of ti 
Conſequence) that all the Efforts of this bu 
[Reaſon to refine off any fancied Droſs or Supa 
fluity, which is imagined to have mixed in Re 
N have generally proved deſtructive in tl 
nd to the raſh Adventurer; that they ha 
found it to their Coſt too tender a Subject it 
ſuch rough handling, and a very difficult Point 
Chemiſtry, to make the intended Separation, i 
that under the ſpecious Notion and Pretence i 
eradicating Prejudices, they have, in the Eve 


eradica ly all Senſe of Devotion * 5 
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their Minds. The Conſequence 1 attend- 
ing the Attempt to weed out Errors, has been 
that, in ſtraining hard at the Tares of Superſti- 
tion, they have been too apt to rend up unawares 
all the cloſe- connected Roots and Seeds of Reli- 


on. 
: He that will allow me the Liberty of ſifting 
and controverting it at my Pleaſure, miſtakes the 


very main End and Defign of Religion, which I, uta 
was calculated on ow to reſtrain and compoſe 2 prevent 
Diſſention, and to prevent Contfo- 


the turbulent Spirit o 
wrangling. Religion, a pacific Inſtitution, abhors 
all Diſputes; not only as they call her Truth in 

ueſtion, but chiefly as they are apt to gender 
Strifes and Parties, of which ſhe, by a ſhort and 
eaſy Method, a general Rule of Faith, would 
fain make a general Comprehenſion. And if we 
ſubmitted, but as we ought, to this divine In- 
formation aſſigned us, and had the Obedience and 
Diſcretion to leave it ſolely to the proper Intelli- 
pencer, it would, no doubt, have the propoſed 

ffect, and we ſhould certainly ſee (a bleſſed and 
heavenly Proſpect ]) all Men entirely of the ſame 
Mind. But the Miſchief is, Men will be offici- 
ouſly interfering, and imagining preſumptuouſly 
to lend their Hands to help out the Schemes of 
Omniſcience. And what * than our preſent 
Ignorance and Diviſion, can be expected from 
ſuch a Project? Inſtead of ufing with the Gra- 
titude due the infallible Clue put into their Hands, 
they muſt be fondly making Experiments, whe- 
ther they cannot contrive to find the Way them- 
ſelves without it. Now what a deſirable Eſtate 
ſuch a heavenly Principle might produce amongſt 
us, if permitted duly to engroſs our Attention, 
we may, in part, be able to conjecture, from the 
Effect which in our daily Notice reſults from an 
inferior Reſtraint of the Kind, wherever Rea- 


F 2 ſoning 


ver ſy. 
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ſoning is watchfully and effectually fuppreſs'd, 
even by the civil Authority, we ſee none of thoſe 
unhappy Diviſions and hateful Animoſities, which 
ariſe only from a fatal and ill judged Indulgence 
to that reſtleſs Spirit of Contradiction and Confu- 
fion. I am ſure there is no one Leſſon that the 
holy Writings have taken more Care to inculcate 
in the ſtrongeſt Terms, than this of denying our 
Reaſon to give our Faith Scope. Are we not 
ſtrictly enjoined to captivate our Reaſon to the Obe- 
dience of Faith? To captivate, —to lay it under 
the moſt abſolute Reſtraint and Prohibition, not 
to permit it the leaſt Opportunity or Freedom to 
exert itſelf, or interpoſe on any Occafion whate- 
ver, Is not carnal Wiſdom, viz. the Reſult of 
human Reaſon, every where induftriouſly decry'd 
in the Affair of Believing? Is not Philoſophy 
at every Turn degraded and branded with the 
Name of Folly, to make room for the more glo- 
rious Principle of Faith? And is it poſſible now 
that we can deſire any thing more pofitive and 
expreſs for the Purpoſe to convince us, that this 
pure and divine Inſtitution (Myfteries that Angels 
can be curious to look into) was never meant to be 
made a Subject for the Challenges of Logicians, 
and for Schoolmen to play Prizes upon? 

And nothing perhaps has ever more fatally be- 
trayed the Cauſe of Religion, than the not ſuffi- 
ciently attending to this one plain and important 
Truth, by which her Champions have been ſome- 
times inadvertently led to miſtake both their Wea- 
pons and their Ground, to forego their Advan- 
tage of an Eminence, and the Hill Country, and 
prepare a Defence for her, upon the Level of 
which ſhe is no way capable. A Conduct which 
has not only given the Adyantage on many Oc- 
caſions to her profeſt Enemies, but has deprived 
her, by it's ſtrange Miſrepreſentations, of my 
] WO 
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b who might, if properly introduced to her Ac- 
quaintance, have proved among the heartieſt of 
her Friends. For it is, I am too ſenſible, very 
much owing to thofe falſe Rudiments, and the 
being unhappily taught and encouraged to allow 
themſelves in doubting at firſt, that ſo many con- 
tract that profane Humour of Scepticiſm, and 
indulge a Habit which they can never afterwards 
get clear of, which I am afraid is too much at 
preſent your own Caſe. 

From the prepoſterous Attempts of the ſame 
zealous Advocates, officious to reconcile theſe 
jarring Elements, and training at every Turn to 
find out by human Wit, in ſpite of the Nature of 
the Thing, plauſible 1 for Reaſon's Notice 
and Approbation, have ſprung all the various De- 
nominations of Hevetical Chimeras and Abſurdi- 
ties, that have ever infeſted the Peace of Chriſt's 
Church with the Alarms of Faction and Contro- 


regarding, as a very principal Cauſe of the = 


ity, 


this with the greater Regret, as I am very ſenſi- 
ble it is a Cunlbulace of which he had himſelf 
no Apprehenfion, and which was the fartheſt 
from any Intention of his in the Eſtabliſhment. 
His Defign was, no doubt, in itſelf, ſomething 
ſtrictly laudable and pious; but give me Leave 
yet to repeat it, that the Scheme has in the Event 
proved more radically injurious to the Cauſe of 

F'3 Piety, 
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Extremely Piety, and more fatally inſtrumental in the un- 


prejudicial 


70 Chriſti- 


anity. 


hinging of all religious Principles, than any that 


the Art or Malice of Religion's worſt Enemies 
could ever have deviſed. 4 ftrong Inftance of 
that irreconcileable Repugnance in their Natures 
betwixt Reaſon and Belief, of which we were be- 


fore ſpeaking | when the greateſt Maſters in [ 


Knowledge and Addreſs, retained thus on pur- | 
poſe to ſpeed this happy Coalition, can give, af. 
ter all, no better Account of the Succeſs of their Bi 


Negotiation, than that the Cauſe goes ſtill the 
backwarder for all their Labours, and that it is 
much eaſier to excite a Spirit of Enquiry, than 
to ſatisfy it 


Nor is it, perhaps, any thing very difficult for | 


us to trace the Ground of this Miſtake, even 
with great Show of Apology, and whence this 
ſtrange Opinion of his in this Particular unfor- 
tunately ſprung. The raviſhed Votary had alrea- 
dy experienced a vaſt Reach and Energy in hu- 
man Reaſon to all other Purpoſes : He had ex 
alted her, in his own Perſon, to ſo high a De. 
gree of Dignity and Reputation, and found her 
capacious Force on ſo many Occaſions, that it s 
no great Wonder, if his grateful Deference to 
his great Benefactreſs grew at laſt into Adoration 
itſelf, and led him even to idolize the fancied 
Deity. Hence he might fondly imagine that her 
Power was univerſal, and that there was no Ob- 
ject that could be too for her extenſive Cog- 
nizance. A Compliment, how much too ing 
for the Subject, and how abſurd in it's Conſe 
quences, will beſt appear, by the attending one 
Moment to the exact State of the Caſe theſt 
Preachers lay before us on the Occaſion, and the 
Terms in which it muſt generally be ſuppoſed to 
run in one of theſe Exhortations. 

e Brothe! 
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«« Brother Chriſtians, come hither and learn of 45/«r4 


« me to be Chriſtians; you that have been re- 


« ligiouſly devoted from your Infancy by your Sg ” ; 
« baptiſmal Vow, and habitually trained all your minarion of 
« Lives, by your Education, in the Chriſtian Chvriſtia- 
« Faith, Come now and let your Reaſon deter- 


« mine you into it. You that have been all your 
« Lives hitherto convinced of the heinous Crime 
« of Doubting, and the Neceſſity of believing 
« always one holy Goſpel, in Oppoſition to all Im- 
« poſtures, come now and look with Indifference 
« into the Grounds on which this and all other 
« Belief ſtands; enter ingenuouſly into a fair 
« Compariſon of their ſeveral Merits, and uſe 
« your own Senſe freely and impartially upon the 
« Matter. We ſcornto take Advantage of the 
« Prejudices of your Childhood, or to offer to 
« introduce any Thing implicitly upon your 
« Underſtandings, without conſulting firſt your 
« own Reaſon in the Point. In God's Name, 
6 — e freely all of you for yourſelves; but then, 
« be ſure to judge all of you juſt as we do, or 

expect to ſtand to the Conſequence, &c.” 
This is, in ſo many Words, the true Subſtance 
of ſuch a Challenge. What a Medley of Incon- 
fitency and Contradiction! For if, as is preſumed, 
Iam indeed already happily engaged and fixed 
a baptized and habitual Believer, to what Pur- 
poſe ſhould I be tempted, from my preſent ſe- 
cure Situation, to ſet out again afreſh in a new 
Shape upon this hazardous and uncertain Purſuit ; 
where, 1f I fail, the Conſequence is fatal, and, if 
I ſucceed, my Labours are ſure to be at beſt but 
ſuperfluous. For what can Reaſon's Confirmation 
do for me here, but fix me where I am? and 
what can her Aſſiſtance give me in the Caſe more 
than I havealready? And with what Freedom Rea- 
ſon will be exerted on ſuch an Occaſion, it is no dif- 
F4 ficult 
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ficult Matter to determine. When I know, from 
the very firſt Step, that there is a Hell on one 
Side of the Queſtion, it is but natural Prudence 
for me to take readily to the ſafeſt Side, as indeed 
it were the Height of Folly and Madneſs to keep 
a Debate on ſuch Terms long on Foot. 

But what a Repreſentation is this of our Great 
Lawgiver ? and what a Mockery and Inſult upon 
Mankind? Who muſt be infatuated with Plato. 
nic Notions, and abſtracted Paſſion for Truth, 
ever to think of venturing upon impartial and 
fair Deciſions, after ſuch Diſcoveries, and under 
ſuch Circumſtances. And for the mighty Privi- 
bh | lege, ſo generouſly indulged us, Freedom 1s the 

; reateſt Jeſt imaginable, when tender'd with the 
eaſt Air of Authority and Reſtriction. The 
© leaſt Reſerve of Condition or Proviſo is enough to 
4% make void all Charters of Philoſophical Liberty: 
5 And what then ſhall we ſay of a Grant, where 
the whole Tenor runs directly oppoſite to the 
Grace profeſſed, and whoſe very Terms them-M 
ſelves, as laid down to us, abſolutely contradit 
| the Subſtance of the Conceſlion ? i 
i" At the ſame Time, the Preacher is ever tr. 
XY umphing in the peculiar Qpenneſs and honeſt Af. 
. fability of his Cauſe, congratulating us perpe- 
tually on the particular Advantages of our happy 
Situation above that of all other Diſciples; whilſt, 
in a juſt Abhorrence of the Slavery of Popiſh Po- 
liticks, and deteſting the blind Obedience by 
them required, he nobly declares, that he will by 
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# no means put out the Eyes of Men, though cet: 
* tainly the only Method in Nature to make Men 
WW ſee all alike. 


The Projectors they allude to were ſenſible 
enough of this Truth, and therefore boldly (but 
much more conſiſtently) center all their Difficul- 
ties in the one notable and fundamental one of In 

| | fallibility; 
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om eallbility; which, it ſeems, they agree fo far 

one Ml with me in their Account, as to confeſs, that no- 

thing but the conſtant Attendance of the Spirit 

can enſure. In this only we differ, in the pecu- 

har Sphere and Dominion of judging which they 

would aſſume and circumſcribe to one Set of Mo- 
nopoliſts, in their attempting thus to confine the 

diffuſive Grant, and render the Catholic Church 
too particular : Never conſidering that this en- 
lightening Grace hath appeared equally unto all; 
and therefore you certainly tate too much upon you, 


nder Ne Sons of Rome, ſeeing that all the Lord's People 
rivi- WM are holy. 

the But would any one imagine now, that after all 
the theſe frank Permiſſions and boaſted Indulgencies, 
The after all theſe high Elogiums in the Defence of 
h to Liberty and Recommendation of private Judg- 
ty: ment, that theſe Exalters of Reaſon and all it's 
here {MW Privileges, could ſtill actually intend, or hope in 


their Hearts, to keep a ſtrict Hand over us them- 
ſelves in all theſe licenſed Eſſays of our Under- 


ſtandings, that they could ſtill think of retaining They den' 
our profound Attention and Deference to their mean 
town Dictates, and expect that all our Attempts 2 1 
; Af- for Information ſhould be all the while under 2, 
2rpe- ¶ their Tuition and Direction? Could one believe je. 
app) chat, with all this handſom Addreſs, theſe en- 
hilt, Wgzging Advocates for Freedom could indeed 
Fo- fatter themſelves with the Proſpect of any 
e by {Wfarther Influence over us, that they could pro- 
ill by Wpoſe in themſelves to have the inſpecting and 
cet- ¶ regulating of this our free Conduct through every 
Men I Step, and would hold us in the greateſt Abomi- 
nation and Reſentment, for taking them fairly at 
ſible their Word, and proteſting ever after againſt 
(but their Interpoſition and Authority? They, who 
bw by their very Profeſſion of being themſelves but 
f In. 


lity 3 


the Pupils of Reaſon, have effectually given up 
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all Ground for any ſuch Pretenſions, and can, 
after this, perſiſt with no tolerable Grace in making 
the Demand. Actual Infallibility, as J juſt noy 
remarked, is the only Title whereon to ground 
any plauſible Claim to our Diſcipleſhip, and ſuch 
a Qualification Reaſon will not pretend to fur. 
niſn. The Church of Rome confines, very judi 
ciouſly, all the doctrinal Province of her Rel. 
gion to ſuch only as have, ſhe infiſts, the Ad. 
vantage of an immediate Correſpondence with 
the holy Spirit; and then retails out their Diſco-i 
veries again to the Simple on that unerring Foun-W 

Yum fu dation. Like true Empiricks, they flatter us a 

ting up for leaſt with Certainty for our Dependance, and 

Guides there's ſomething plauſible at leaſt we muſt ac. 

2 knowledge, upon the Face of ſuch a Profeſſion, 

nfallibi- . . . 

40. to invite us to undergo the Experiment: Bull 
how to undertake it with any leſs Degree of Self. 
ſufficiency, is the Queſtion. The moſt ſuch 
Solicitor can well ſay when he offers his Service, 
is, that he will gueſs for us; which, one woull 
think, ſhould not go very far in recommendig 
the Uſe of his Aſſiſtance, or indeed in warrant-· 
ing his Preſumptuouſneſs in making the Offer. 
A cold Inducement for any abſolute Confidence 
and Reliance to profeſs only a good Knack at 
Gueſling ! Indeed, all the moſt ſpecious Auths- 
rity of the moſt learned and venerable Council 
without this Circumſtance of actual Infallibility, 
is but ſlender Foundation ſtill for ſuch a Demand, 
and amounts, in Effect, to no more than the 
Proverbial Advantage, that Two Heads are betit 
than one. | 

If I am to depend upon another for my Faith, 
and all it's Conſequences, it can be but a reafon- 
able Demand on my Side to have an infallible 
Dictator. This is an indiſpenſable Circumſtance, 
that my Situation, at firſt View, gives = . 

8 


1 


ght to require at his Hands, If J accept of a 
an like myſelf, to give a peremptory and ma- 
ſterial Deciſion of Things in my Name, ſuch 
important one as (according to his own Ac- 
hunt of neceſſary Truths, Sc.) I riſque my 
dul to ſtand to, it is manifeſt enough my Depu- 
ought to aſſume at leaſt the being himſelf a 
wileged Perſon, and out of the Reach of all 
oſſibility of being deceived ; nothing leſs can 
Walify him for undertaking the Office, or give 
ge a proper Security under my Submiſſion, as 
ng as the Guides we employ are liable to be 


* iſtaken themſelves, we can never have any ſuf- 
ſl * tent Foundation or Inſurance for our Depen- 
"Wance on a ſafe Conduct. | 


And farther, with what Face then can theſe 
ery Men, who have thus patronized and ſe- 
uced us firſt with ſo much Diligence to the 
raftice, whether by enticing us with the Pro- 
iſe of certain Conviction, or provoking us with 


on heir clamorous and perpetual Defiances, preſume 
I o laviſh their Wrath afterwards, as they do, 
Wer gainſt the very Term of Free-thinking, encou- 
once ing us with ſo much officious Zeal to the Uſe 
K 2 the Means, and then condemning, with the 


ame Vehemence, the neceſſary Effect of our 


* ompliance, Here, again, how much more 
ff « onfiftent would it appear in theſe tyrannical Pa- 
J 


rons of Liberty fairly to put on the honeſt In- 
quifitor at once, who, to do them Juſtice, are not 
pt to ſet about Regulations of this Kind by 
alves; where the Profeſſion of their Religion 
concerned, theſe Paſtors have but one known 
rinciple, which they conſtantly avow and abide 
Dy, 05 which Conduct, one can never be at a 
Loſs for the Conſequence of our Oppoſition, and 


muſt always be able to know, at leaſt before- 
hand, what one has to truſt to in diſſenting. 
They 
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Scheme for Unanimity, as one would fear 


me at once independent of all future Juriſdiciu 


( 92 ) 

They ſhut up, like faithful Monitors, all the A 
nues of Error at the very firſt Step, and can nei 
be charged (whatever other Complaints we n 
have againſt them) with having ever referred th 
penal Articles in any Part to any Deciſion 
ours, or with telling us in one Breath, you ſh 
and you ſhall not. They do not throw Volum 
of myſterious and profound _ undecyphe 
ed into the Market-place for Opinion, and the 
expect that the good Company ſhall preſently 
gree about the Contents, and find themſely 
diſpoſed to take it all juſt in the ſame Senſe t 
they would have them. 

The Men of Rome, the moſt notorious of Id 
laters, ſhall 27% vp in the Fudgment (of all cn 
ſidering Perſons) ogainſt this Generation, and foi 
condemn it: For they invented but the one AV 
ſurdity of Infallibility, and behold a greater Al 
ſurdity than Infallibility is here. | 

To give all Men Liberty to judge for then 
ſelves, and to expect at the ſame Time that the 
ſhall be all of the Preacher's Mind, is ſuch 


imagine any one could be weak enough to d 
viſe in Speculation, and much leſs that any coul 
be found hardy enough to avow and propoſe it 
Practice. What? direct me firſt to confult tit 
beft Advocates on both Sides of the Queſtion 
and yet afterwards pretend to preſcribe which d 
them I ſhall be determined by? No ſurely ; he ti 
offers any Subject to my impartial Confideration 
does not well to be angry at whatever Decila_ 
happens to be the Reſult. His very leading nt 
originally into this State of Enquiry, has fix 


to biaſs or reſtrain me, and obliged me now to 
to the neceſſary Conſequence of my Endeavour 
all Events. He that has once ſet me to find K. che 

| | af 
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for myſelf, muſt. naturally me td What may 
e my own Courſe in the Proſecution of it; . 
1 can blame nobody but himſelf, if it be my 3 % 
rtune to loſe it. So that if the Motives of the . 
dibility of Chriſtianity may be once inno» 
tly propoſed to Examination, they may poſ- 
y be innocently rejected too. Horrid Conſe- 
?nce this! and yet but juſt. For the very 
ing it a Queſtion, the very adviſing me ta 

into it to form a Judgment, both ſuppoſes 
| allows my Doubts for the Time. 

ow, if Infidelity be indeed juſtifiable any one 
dment of our Lives, who ſhall tell me what 
vent it ceaſes to be ſo? Who ſhall take upon 
to determine the critical Point, when longer 
nt of Conviction becomes criminal, or ſettle 
competent Time we ought to be fatisfied in? 
ſays the Rationaliſt in Return, as long as we 
thus actually employed in the Search, we 
make ourſelves perfectly eaſy in that Point; 
d will, on his Part, never certainly expect 
re of us than he enables us to perform. A 
ere Deſire to know and do his Will muſt ſup- 
, till his good Tune, the Deficiency of the 
al Knowledge. , 
do that, if we can diſbelieve (as they term it) 
a ſafe Conſcience, we ſhall do as well with- 
it, as with it, Excellent Account of the 
thty of a Doctrine, which God himſelf both 
and ſuffered ſo much to introduce to us, and 
left us, as the only Means whereby we can 
Wy attain our Salvation. If the Allowance 
dur own Conſcience be a ſufficient Security, it 
be equally ſo under every Profeſſion; and 
farewel to the Notion of one only true and, 
ig Faith, and all the conſequent Care to diſ- 
er it. See here the conſtant and unavoidable 
of every Syſtem that ſets out upon an Ab- 

> ſurdity ! 
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Advocates tice to acknowledge, that whatever Miſtakest 
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ſurdity! We are firſt aſſured that we ought al 
thinkright, by our Reaſon ; and then, as a Saly 
qualify,or rather explain away fo abſurd a Pofit 
we are told, that we ought only to think as wel 
we can. A fair Acknowledgment indeed bek 
hand of the Poſſibility that Reaſoners may h 
n not to concur in their Reſolutions, and ay 
equitable Determination in their Behalf upon 
Suppoſition; but, as the Evidence of our Fi 
now ſtands, moſt profane and unwarrantab 
Becauſe the ſincere Diſbelief of one ſingle f 
ſon were evidently incompatible with then 
Nature and Currency of this our eſtabliſhed Li 
an Aſſent to which is ſo peremptorily requi 
under the heavieſt Penalty, of all Perſons y 
ſoever, without any Kind of Reſervation or! 
ſtinction of Circumſtances; which would 
have been the Caſe, if any one could have h 
incapacitated, without any Default of his 

for the giving ſuch an Aſſent. 
Strange Paradox! that no one ſhould heli 
to pleaſe God, without having firſt aſked hin 
the Queſtion, Whether his Son be not an! 
poſtor. Rather, who knows if Grace may 
on any Terms be vouchſafed, after the ha 
liſten'd to ſuch a Suggeſtion, or once harbal 

ſo blaſphemous a Thought ? 
But, to return to our reaſoning Preache 
muſt indeed do the Generality of them the} 


for Ra, may run into at their firſt Step, they rec 
Joning ; themſelves again very handſomly in their i 
and ex- advanced Stages, and the maturer Courſe of 6 
plained in Proceedings; and notwithſtanding all thei 
4 proper authorized Profeſſions of Liberty they ſo n 
Senſe. ſet out with, they generally take proper Car 

remedy the Error very effectually before they" 


done; that we find them in the Iſſue much " 
conlil 
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reconciled and 


conſiſtent than they ſeemed to Rong, and the 
Latitude of the Text frequently 

brought to bear, by the abundant Orthodoxy of 
the Comment. What they mean by inviting us 
to diſpute upon religious Subjects, ſhall appear at 
laſt to imply no more than this, that we are to 
diſpute for, but not againſt them. Now, in this 
Practice, it is certain enough there can be no Room 
to obje& any thing, either of Danger or Impiety. 
The Arguments propoſed are to be conſtantly all 
on one Side, and they are ready to contend ear- 
neſty, provided none ſhall contradict them in 
earneſt. That this is indeed the utmoſt they 


mean to allow, 1s evident, when theſe very fame 
Defenders of the Faith are every Day venting 
their loud Complaints againſt the Liberty of the 
Preſs. In which prudent Concern and Precau- 
tion, they ſeem however to have departed much 
from the Terms of their firſt Principle, and to 
teſtify plainly their Concurrence with me, that 
Reaſon may chance to lead a Man wrong as well 
a right. And is not this Proteſt, the conſtant 
Burden of all their Reaſonings, the Appeal they 
are all ſo ready to make at every Turn to the ſe- 
cular Arm, all their loud Cries and popular 
Charges of affronting Eſtabliſhment, Innovation 
and flying in the Face of the Laws Sc. What jr Reg 
are all theſe, I ſay, but ſo many plain and preg- ere r. 
nant Intimations how unwilling they are to leave #1914/, t49 
the whole Determination of theſe Affairs to the _ 
ſingle Force of argumentative Contentions? They 2 
conſider juſtly that all Oppoſition of Divine 
Truths, upon any Pretence whatever, is malig- 
nant Hereſy ; and, believe me, they knew what 
they did, they underſtood the Nature of their 
Religion well, and conſulted her Intereſts wiſely, 
who have conſtantly committed to the Flames 
the Peſtilential Writings of Infidels, and their 
2 Perſons 
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Perſons too, whenever it has been in their Power, 
as a Sacrifice due to the common Safety of Souls, 
and to prevent any dangerous Tendency from the 
Communication of ſuch Alarms. This, I ſay, ha 
ever been the well-judged Practice amongſt the 
greater and more prudential Part of the Cham. 
pions for Chriſtianity, however ſome daring Spi- 
rits of them have ventured unadviſedly to | 
part from the ſalutary Caution, and taken u 
them, to the great Diſhonour often of the Ad. 
vocate, and Prejudice of the Cauſe, to expoſe 
themſelves thus unneceſſarily to all the rude At. 
tacks of ingemous Malice, to enter the Lifts un. 

rivileged againſt private Reaſoners, and 

ſſue with them in their own Way. That fac 
Condeſcenſions to Methods and Laws, fo foreign 
to the Subject, muſt ever prove fatal to Religion, 
is evident enough, if what J have been all this 
while advancing of it's Nature and Evidence ha 
indeed the leaſt Foundation or Support. And 
amidſt all the Rationaliſt's extravagant and chi- 
merical Notions of I know not what ſtrict Juſtice 
in the Caſe, and an equal Indulgence due to the 
Advocates on both Sides, it is not, ſurely, to be 
ſeriouſly expected, even by himſelf, that the 
well- grounded Zeal of an enlighten'd Preacher 
of the Goſpel ſhould really permit him to coun- 
tenance thus equitably in his own Defiance all the 
vain Pretenſions of theſe induſtrious Miniſters of 
Darkneſs in their Turn, and not rather laudabl 
oppoſe to the utmoſt all Eſtabliſhment of bla 
phemous Lectures againſt the Truth of N 
and the erecting of common Pulpits and Pri 

leges for Antichriſt, avowedly to communicate 
his Poiſon. All which, if Religion were indeed 
a rational Inſtitution, were, it muſt be confeſſed, 
no more than reaſonable Conceſſions, and the p 
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y Method for cultivating a proper Knowledge of 
her Pretenſions and Veracity. | 


In Oppoſition to the yet remaining Deferenc 
you may poſſibly ſtill think due to the united Te- 
ſtimony and Sanction of ſo many conſiderable 
\dvocates, who are acknowledged to have pa- 
tronized your Opinion in the Point, give me 
Leave, in my Turn, to produce «wax Abettors of too 
no ordinary Character and Auth6rity, as you 
muſt allow, in my Behalf. - The Civil Magiſtrate, Magi- 
wherever the Goſpel has obtained, has ever taken / «es 
upon him to inculcate, by all the Means in his ex. _ 
Power, the ſame particular Belief, without lea- — 
ving the leaſt Part of that Taſk for the Parties crib :-. 
concerned to execute for themſelves. A plain 
and ſufficient Indication of their Senſe of theſe 
Matters, and that they were thoroughly ſatiſ- 
fied in themſelves, that Reaſon was never de- 
ſigned to have any Share in the Office. And 
that ſuch Perſuaſion of theirs, and their conſe- 
_ Practices, were not without their ample 

round, appears yet farther, from it's being 
likewiſe the concurrent Senſe of our holy Church 
in Council afſembled. We are taught, in our 
Liturgy, to pray, that God would give our Ma- 
giſtrates Grace to maintain Truth ; which, ſurely, 
implies too a previous Grace already given to de- 
termine it. This Conſciouſneſs of their own in- 
ſpired Certainty, is the only juſtifiable Warrant 
that could be in Nature for ſuch a Proceeding. If 
there were the leaſt Poſlibility of their bging miſ- 
taken themſelves, they could never anſwer it in 
any Light to God or Man, thus to diſcourage or 
reſtrain their Fellows from Enquiries, fo eſſential 
to their forming a Belief on any juſt Foundation. 
If God had we, þ it the Duty of all Men (and 
the Magiſtrate himſelf amongſt the reſt) to diſ- 
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cover his Truths by the Uſe of their Reaſon, 5 
thing could juſtify the groſs Impiety and I. 
ranny of all Interpoſition to debar them of th 
freeſt Exerciſe of their own Faculties in an 
tereſt that ſo highly concerned them, and a Tru 
for whoſe faithful Diſcharge they might well e 

ct to be called to the ſtricteſt Account, Th 

nderſtanding, I ſay, of a iſtrate has, u 
turally conſidered, no Show of Pre- eminence 
plead above my own, whereon to ground a 
ſuch Claim to my Diſcipleſhip ; if ,ave drew h 
own Tenets from no better a Foundation than thu 
of his own Reaſon, he can have no manner of Pr 
tenſion to expect any implicit Deference from me, 
or to hinder me of the ſame Liberty. It is 
otherwiſe, if we will ſuppoſe, whenever we i 
him exerting ſuch an Authority, that our Pra 
ers have taken Effect in his Behalf, and that & 
is ever prevented in his Choice, by the unerniyh 
Inſtructions of the holy Spirit. From no othM 
Principle, doubtleſs, would theſe our ming 
Fathers take upon them to intereſt themſelves bl 
far in the Sentiments of their Wards, as 0M 
tempt them into the right Way by profeſſal 
Bribes, and encourage the F aithful, by throv-W 
ing the Conveniences of Life into the Scale. Tht 
making it thus Mens temporal Intereſt to bt 
perſuaded of one particular Way, would be 1 
unſurmountable Obſtacle in the Way of all far 
Examination, and for ever fatal to the Uſe d 


Reaſon, if ſhe were to be e ech be 


— 


be 1 
Par 


more odious and flagrant Inftance of abſu 


tiality, Cruelty and Oppreſſion, than the impe 
ſing of any preſcribed Opinions as the Terms d 
Society; nor could Humanity juſtify, in an 
Degree, all thoſe wholeſom Severities with * 
they 


1 ; 
they now ſecond the certain Awards of Heaven, 
but that they muſt appear to be moſt monſtrouſſy 
wicked and unjuſt, if Reaſon were our appointed 
Guide, fince 1t might then frequently happen 
that Men might incur the ſevereſt Puniſhments 
by the moſt innocent Conduct, and for Actions 
abſolutely out of their own Power. 
To obſerve yet farther, in a lower, though not: 
leſs important, Sphere amongſt all the authorized 
Inſtructors of our Youth in their Seminaries at 
the very Fountain-head, whence all our religious 
Notions are firſt diſpenſed and derived to us at 
our ſetting out in the World. Let us recollect 
one Moment with ourſelves, what were thoſe 
firſt Steps there taken with our unpractiſed 
Minds, what the Methods regularly employed 
in our academic Inftitutions to gain us over to 
Chriſt's Flock, and the Conduct of our earlieſt 
p othe Initiation into theſe holy Things. Was the Caſe 
murfu then of Religion and it's Fundamentals ever in 
ves b earneſt fairly and fully ſtated to us, the beſt 
as Champions on both Sides honeſtly and ingenu- 
ofeſeal ouſly recommended to pur Peruſal and Conſide- 
hroß . ration, a competent Time allowed us to bring in ,, i f 
Tie our Determinations as the Evidence ſhould ap- vues of 
to be pear to us; and laſtly, Protection , Good-will expect us ö r AN 
be u atleaſt aſſured to us, in caſe we ſhould, after all, e 
ll fa happen to diſſent? No ſuch Matter. On the >” med is 
Jſe d contrary, was not our Country's Faith always 
Ther MW ſuppoſed to be our own of coùrſe? Was not the 
be oY] fimpleſt Candidate for the firſt Rudiments of Sci- 
d Pu-: ence conſtantly called upon to ſubſcribe inſtantly - 
impo. i to the whole Complement of eſtabliſhed Faith | 
rms d without Heſitation, as the neceſſary and indiſ- 
n am penſable Preliminary to his Introduction there, 
which and preſumed to come fully 8 and ready 
they MW Prepared for that Purpoſe? Or ſhould any one, 
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at this Criſis, take upon him to expreſs any thin 
like the leaſt Symptom of Diſſatisfaction in ches 
Points, would it not, do you think, he very 
readily and pertinently demanded of him, What 
brought him thither ?? and, once admitted, 
how impious was all After-reaſoning on theſe 
Matters ever repreſented to us? What Care to 
reſtrain us, by ſuppreſſing diligently all obnoxi- 
ous Replies, from all Opportunities of conſulti 
above one Side of the Queſtion ? What a juſt Ab- 
horrence at all Times inculcated of having an 
Opinions properly our own, and unauthorized b 
the Lift put into our Hands? Laſtly, What 
buſy, active Induſtry and Pains to ſtigmatize, on 
all Ocaſions, any that ſhould preſume to ſtep aſide 
in the leaſt from the preſcribed Track, i avow 
their Doubts, to prevent their Influence and In- 
fection? The Truth of this Particular you will, 
I fear, have ſoon Cauſe to know but too certain- 
ly from your own Experience, if you continue 
ſtill to perſiſt inconſiderately in your propoſed 
Purſuit, and retaining your preſent Perſuaſion of 
theſe Matters; which will lead you naturally to 
think, in the firſt Place, of calling in ſome other 
Aſſiſtance than your own upon the Subject, and 
of courſe to propoſe your Scruples freely, and 
without Reſerve, to your Fellow- Pupils for their 
Judgment and Opinion. The Conſequence of 
which Application will be as naturally the alarm- 
ing them with Horror and Indignation at your 
innocent Queſtions. The profeſſing yourſelf at 
all at a Loſs for Truth in your Circumſtances, 
will be adjudged immediately as an Act of the 
blackeſt Apoſtaſy ; and, as ſuch, they will take 
hold, on all Occafions, to repreſent you in the 
moſt odious Colours they can frame, as one malic 
ouſly devoted to Infidelity, actually inliſted 15 ” 
evus 
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Devil's Service, and zealous for the Cauſe, They 
will diligently ſhun your Converſation, and deteft 
and vilify your Perſon, by all which Treatment you 
will then, at your own ſevere Coft, come to under- 
ſtand too late, that Qurftioning in Religion is de- 
ming; and that all ſuſpending one's Judgment, 
(though even in order to be better informed) is, 
in this Caſe, a profeſſed and criminal Oppoſition. 
Whereas, were Religion indeed a rational Inſti- 
tution, a Man might ſurely well diſpute it with- 
out a Crime: The Diſputant could by no fair 
Concluſion be reputed an Adverſary, and proſe- 
cuted with ſuch ſanguine and inveterate Marks of 
Hoſtility. A free and amicable Correſpondence 
might well be admitted, and the wildeſt Oppo- 
nent received upon an equal Foot with his moſt 
orthodox and approved Antagoniſt. All other 
Methods of Proceeding beſpeak plainly the Que- 
ſtion already determined beyond all Poſſibility of 
Controverſy. And fo indeed it is, by that uner- 
ring Principle which I have been pointing out. 
Thus inſtructed, we can conſider it no longer as 
Matter of Speculation and Argument, or bear 
with Patience under any ſpecious Pretences to 
have that Saviour which we feel, denied in Effect, 
by being called in queſtion. This prompts and 


authorizes all our juſt Zeal and Averſion on theſe 


Occaſions, and ſtamps that a laudable Cruſade 

and holy War againſt Infidels, which would elſe be 

no other than a wild and fooliſh Sally of blind Bi- 
otry, the furious and mad Spirit of ſuperſtitious 
hrenzy and Perſecution. 


As highly partial and unjuſt would it be, even 


No Pa 


in Parents themſelves, upon your 2 1 "We 
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the officious Piety of what they call 


cation, flru# their 


which would then be nothing elſe but the undue C-i/aren 
Cultivation of the moſt notorious and palpable ** * 
G 3 P 1 6 


( 102 ) 

Prejudices. The — * thus unfairly the 
Strength of the ſuppoſed Evidence before it is 
produced to ſpeak for itſelf, the retaining them 
thus powerfully of a Party before the Means of 
Trial are put mto their Hands, and all this with 
ſuch Artifices of Flattery and Terror, as muſt 
ſecure them effectually from all Poflibility of 
ever recovering Truth, in Caſe they ſhould 
chance to be miſtaken, were a Practice fo abſurd 
in itſelf, and fo fatal in it's Conſequences, if Men 
were to judge by their Reaſon, as inſtead of 
claiming our Gratitude for the Office, could ad- 
mit of no Excuſe or Gloſs for the Injury. No- 
thing but their being infallibly affured themſelves 
that they cannot be miſtaken, and ſo miſlead 
their Charge (and therefore no Conviction found- 
ed on any human Authority) could be Warrant 
ſufficient for them to intrude thus peremptorily 
their own contracted Opinions upon their Chil- 
dren, at a Time of Day when they can have no 
poſſible Share themſelves in the Determinations 
they are adopting, and by which they muſt be 
3 from ever forming any future Regu- 
ations of their own upon a better Foundation. 

Hitherto what I have obſerved to you for the 
Confirmation and Support of it's Authority, has 
run only upon the general Practice of my ſuppo- 
ſed Allies. I have traced their Opinions, as yet, 
only by their Conſequences; and many, perhaps, 
will be apt to think there can be ſcarce a ſtrong- 
er Proof. I have one, however, ſtill in Reſerve 
for your Conſideration, who is, I think, in Words 
as expreſs as can well be defired, and ſpeaks out 


very ſufficiently upon the Occaſion z one who 
ſpeaks the whole of my Sentiments ſo ſtrongly 
and clearly for me, that I ſhould be wanting to 
the Cauſe I am ſeeking to explain and Nau 

mend, 
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mend, if I were to give you them in any other 
Terms than his own. The Oracle I mean is, 
Biſhop Beveridge ; a Name, whoſe very Men- 
tion muſt ever carry it's own Weight with it, 
without any ſuperfluous Encomiums in it's Be- 
half, A Name that always has, and always will be 
heard with the greateſt Reverence and Regard, as 
long as true Piety and Chriftianity have any re- 
maining Footſteps in the World. 

The natural receiveth not the Things of the Biſhop Be- 
Spirit of God, for they are Foolifhneſs unto bim; veridge 
wither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiri- 198" 
tually diſcerned. His Comment upon the fore- $,4;.9. 
going Text runs thus; Neither can he know 
« them. There is an abſolute Impoſſibility in it, 
« that any one, remaining in his natural Prin- 
« ciples, without the Aſſiſtance of God, ſhould 
« apprehend, or conceive, the Excellency of 
« ſpiritual Objects. So that a Man may as ſoon 
read the Letter of the Scripture without Eyes, 
nas underſtand the Myfteries of the Goſpel with- 
« out Grace.“ 

If this ſhould not ſeem dire& enough to the 
Point, what follows immediately after is, if poſ- 
fible, a till ſtronger Deſcription, and fuller Ac- 
count of the Matter. 

« I believe it is a thouſand times eafier for a 
% Worm, a Fly, or any other deſpicable Inſect 
e whatſoever, to underſtand the Affairs of Men, 

* than for the beſt of Men, in a natural State, 
* to apprehend the Things of God. No, there is 
* none can know God, nor, by Conſequence, 
* any thing that is really good, but only ſo far 
* as they are Partakers of the divine Nature. We 
« muſt, in ſome Meaſure, be like to God, be- 
fore we can have any true Conceptions of him.— 
We muſt have a ſpiritual Sight, before we can 
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& behold ſpiritual Things. Which every natur 
%% Man being deſtitute of, he can ſee no Comelineſ 
% in Chriſt, why he ſhould be deſired, nor any 
« Amiableneſs in Religion, why it ſhould be em. 
« braced. And hence it is, that I believe the 
« firſt Work which God puts forth upon the 
« Soul, in order to it's Converſion, is to raiſe up 
« ga ſpiritual Light within it, to clear up it's Ap. 
« prehenſrons about ſpiritual Matters.” 

In another Place, ſpeaking: of the wonderful 
Effects of the Apoſtle's Preaching, he remark 
thus: Queſtionleſs, it was nothing elſe but th 
« Spirit 7 the moſt high God, that went along 
„ with them, and accompanied the Word they 
« preached ; otherwiſe, it never could have mai 
c ſuch deep Impreſſion upon the Hearts of them 
« that heard it.” 

And laſtly, to ſum up the Force of all hi 
Doctrine, as it were in one Word, he gives us in 
his own Perſon the livelieſt Inſtance of that ſu. 
pernatural and perſuaſive Impulſe he has been de- 
ſcribing, whoſe Operation he is repreſenting to 
our fulleſt View, whilſt it breaks forth from him, 
like the dying Martyr, in a triumphant Rapture, 
expreſſive of a Flood of Light juſt obtained, and 
an actual Diſplay of the Beatific Viſion. ** And 
* now, ſays he, methinks I begin to perceive 
this divine Spirit is come upon me too, and 
„ ſeems, by it's powerful Influence, to be work- 
ing up my Heart into a thorough Perſuaſion, 
« that it is Chriſt, and Chriſt alone, I am to cal 
* my Soul upon.—-Away then with your pagan- 
&« iſh Idolatries, your, Sc. lt is the Chriſtin 
“ Religion alone that I am reſolved to live and 


60 die in,” | 
What is all this, but the being evidently, in 
the Apoſtle's own Senſe, enligbined, taſting of ibe 
: heaven 
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heavenly Gift, and being made Partaker of the holy 

Ghoſt ? i 
2 ibly, in the Haſte of my Zeal, have 
lad myſelf open to you unguardedly enough, 
through the Courſe and Proſecution of my Argu- 
ment, and very conſiderably to my Diſad vantage 
in Point of ſtri& Criticiſm ; but I will never ima- 
gine, that after all the Concern I have been all 
this while expreſſing for your particular Intereſt, 
| muſt be now to beſpeak your Candour, to court 
your Courteſy, and apply for a formal Indemnity 
for my Inad vertencies. Beſides that it is enough 
for my Deſign, if the main Drift and Scope of the 
ment may be allowed to he upon the whole 
maintained only with ſome tolerable Degree of 
Propriety, ſo as to carry juſt the Face of ſome- 
thing plauſible and conſiſtent, and that may ap- 
r to deſerve your farther Attention. A criti- 
cal Punctuality is by no Means my preſent Care, 
becauſe I do not conceive ſuch Exactneſs any 
Way material to the Purpoſe in Hand. I cannot 
apprehend that any ſagacious Diſcovery, that I 
have poſſibly miſtaken, or miſapplied any of thoſe 
particular Texts that happen'd to occur to my 
Memory upon this Occaſion (though I am far 
from being conſciotis of having left the leaſt room 
for any ſuch Chargg will at all avail to invalidate, 
and much leſs to overturn, what I have been en- 
deavouring to eſtabliſh ; the Foundation of which 
does, as I am perſuaded, by no Means depend 


for it's Support upon the bare Strength of any 


lingle Quotation whatever, or indeed of any pre- 
cle Number, but on the joint Tendency and Te- 
nor of the whole. 

I might, I think, even carry my Proteſt yet 
much farther upon this Head, and infiſt that, 
though I had not really been able to have | wat 

uce 
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duced any of all theſe poſitive Authorities at il 
in my Favour, that though I had not been þ 
ſucceſsful in extracting ſo very plauſible an Ac 
count of the Senſe of the holy Scriptures up 
the Subject, and tracing their exact Concurreng 
with all that Clearneſs and Strength, which! 
flatter myſelf I have done; I might have wel 
relied however, and with all Security, upon ny 
previous Argument alone, that i was impoſſible i 
the Nature of Things, without offering to go an 
farther. For that once well eſtabliſhed, it ſeems 
almoſt ſuperfluous for one to go about to „ 
en Impoſſibilities ſo agreed, or enforce them from 
poſitive Matters of Fact, be their Authority ne. 
ver ſo ſacred and unconteſtable ; and when one 
it has been already clearly proved, that ſuch x 
Thing cannot be, to continue proving on after. 
wards that the ſame Thing actually ig not. If I 
have acquitted myſelf therefore beyond all Ex 
ception, in making good my firſt Ground, | 
might have ventured ſafely enough to abide by 
it, without having the leaſt Occaſion to look out 
for additional Confirmations from any fore 

Voucher whatever. What I principally ed 
from the Experiment was, the carrying on my 
fuppos'd Detection of a falſe Principle, to a fi- 
tisfactory Concluſion in the Diſcovery of a true 
one; to take the Occaſion for the completing of 
my Deſign, by pointing out what was really and 
poſitively the authorized Principle of Faith, i 
Oppoſition to your miſtaken one; (the Intell 
gence of which could proceed from Revelation 
only in the Point) and to ſhow at the ſame time 
that my Aſſertion would ſtand the Teft before 
Judges of all Denominations, and conſidered ſe- 
parately, either in the View of Reaſon, or Scrip 
ture; as I am throughly perſuaded, that * 
CO tep 
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t » you proceed in the Contemplation either of 
1 e = or the other, will help to ſecond my Ob- 
Ac Wrvations, and improve in your Opinion thoſe 
pas rude Hints which I have been able from a ge- 
nc feral View to ſuggeſt to you. Your own ma- 
Ire Reflection I readily truſt and acquieſce in. I 


now the Honeſty of your Nature will brezk out, 
Spite of the ſtrongeſt Prejudices you may have 
pnceived 3 and that you will diſdain to be ſtrain- 
o and racking your Invention in ſo plain a Caſe, 


em Ir Matter of mere Cavil and Evaſion, in Sup- 
vth. Mort of any favourite Notions whatever, againſt 
ron our better Judgment. If I thought you were 


> diſpoſed, I would recommend you freely to 
Dr. Stilling fleet's Origines Sacre for your Aſſi- 
tance ; where, I affure you, you may be very 
lentifully ſupplied with all the abundant Gloſſes 
or the Purpoſe, that the greateſt Extent of hu- 
nan Learning and Abilities can be ſuppoſed ca- 
able of furniſhing. 
Leaſt of all can I apprehend, that you will re- 
ire, with Nicodemus, a critical and diſtinct Ac- 
ount of theſe Operations of the Spirit; and put 
to the reminding you of the Anſwer given 
im upon the Occaſion, intimating, that he might 
ery well reconcile himſelf to the Belief of the Fad, 
hough his Curiofity ſhould not be fully gratified 
ith {6 particular an Explanation of the manner; 
tat it was frequently the Caſe in the moſt natu- 
Subjects, as appeared in that familiar Inſtance 
If the Wind, whoſe Effects are beyond all Con- 
radiction palpable and obvious to the Perception 
tf our Senſes, without our being able the while to 
race, in any adequate Degree, either the Cauſe or 
ourſe of it's Operations, 

Another profeſſed Illuſtration of this Subject, 
and which runs exactly in the ſame Spirit and "__ 
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with the former, we have thus delivered to 
So is the Kingdom of God, as if a Man fhoull | 
Seed in the Earth, and ſhould ſleep, and riſe Ny 
and Day, and the Seed ſhould ſpring, he knoweth 
how, However he may feel the Benefit of f 
Increaſe in the Harveſt of his Toils, the Prog 
and Method of it's Advances ſhall ſtill be ſure; 
eſcape his niceſt Obſervation. 

And for any thing that may at the firſt Ma 
tion poſlibly ſound harſh or difficult to our Ct 
ceptions, in the Suppoſition of ſuch an Expedia 
we need but to recollec that very lively Specim 
and Taſte of it, which we have already expe 
enced from the very firſt Manifeſtation of th 
ſame divine Spirit, in the Miracle of the clow 
Tongues. A moſt expreflive and emphatic 
Type of that analogous Miracle, which was the 
intended to be purſued through all ſucceeding 
nerations. Where every Member of every N 
tion heard at the ſame Inſtant the ſame dir 
Leſſon adapted exactly to his own particular G 
pacity, addreſt to himſelf in Perſon, in his o 
26" Language, in the very Diale& mot int: 

igible to him. and the Terms moſt ſuitable an 
familiar to his Apprehenſion. 

Once more, if we had indeed no actual Inſtam 
of the Kind to familiarize the Conſideration to u 
is there even in the Matter itſelf, upon Reflect 
on, any thing more extraordinary or wonder 
to Thought, that this ſame Spirit ſhould ti 
miraculouſly ſpeak to us for our Inſtruction, 
that he ſhould ſpeak for us in the ſame manne 
in the midſt of popular Aſſemblies, for our Jul 
fication? What mighty Difference is there, 
ſay, upon the Compariſon, but that he, who l 
engaged thus ſtrongly to undertake and ſupp 
upon Emergencies the Defence of his panel 


—2 e 


* 
ms mes 


wt -& 


(109) 

;rvants, without ſo much as a ſingle Thought 
c Suggeſtion of their own, by Way of Forecaſt, 
ho is to pronounte a regular Series of Argu- 
ents in their Cauſe, and diſcourſe extempore 
rough their Organs for their Vindication in a 


apable of dictating Sentiments in ſecret to our 
nderſtandings, as of prompting our Lips with 
xpreſſions, of putting Belief into our Hearts, as 
Vords into our Mouths, and giving us what 70 
hint, as what 70 ſay ? 

But whether any thing I can offer thus of my 
wn Suggeſtions, may appear of Force to recon 
le it in any Meaſure to your preſent Notions, I 
have ſhewn you already, from indiſputable Au- 
hority, that ſo in Fact it is; and ſome other 
Scheme than your rational one in the Cafe, you 
uſt, I think, by this Time ſee yourſelf obliged 
o have Recourſe to, upon the Suppoſition, I 
ean, that you muſt, upon Reflexion, admit the 
oncluſiveneſs of all thoſe obvious Exceptions 
hich I have been raiſing againſt the Poſſibility of 
t, and which it will, I hope, upon a ſhort Re- 
ew, appear to be no ſuch immodeſt Prefump- 


you that it is evident at firſt Sight, from the Na- 
ture of the Thing, and every Conſideration of it's 
known Properties and Effects, that Reaſon can 
never poſſibly be that Principle which is to make 
all Men of one Mind. That ſuch Accompliſh- 
ments as require Time and Parts to attain, can 
never be univerſally neceſſary, and what a reaſon- 
able Maſter can expe& at our Hands.—That a 
proper Proviſion of Faith, both as a Qualificati- 
on, and for it's Influence, is equally neceſſary at 
every Period of our Lives, and, conſcquently, 
gen never admit of our going through a Courſe 


of 


zurt of Juſtice, may not as eaſily be conceived | 


on to ſuppoſe. If I have, for Inſtance, ſhewn 22 
allen 0 


the Argu- 
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of Proofs, though never ſo obvious, to gigi 
Credit and Authority with us, but muſt needs} A 
in itſelf a plain and authentic Map, always oli 
Hand, to conſult every Step we proceed.—Thy 
as our very Virtue depends entirely upon ful 
Belief, our Belief can never poſſibly depend upali 
our rational Conviction, the Privilege only of 
few Students and Speculatiſts.—That even wit 
regard to theſe moſt competent Judges, it is in 
poſſible to conceive any the leaft Connexion bs 
twixt the Notion of Duty, and affenting nato | 
nally to any Propoſition, however ſtrongly ſup. 
ported. That Arguments are properly but Ms 
tives and Inducements ſubmitted to our Under 
ſtandings for their Influence, and that, of cout 
it can be little leſs than a Contradiction in Term 
to talk of our being obliged to let them be cond 
five. That wherever there is a Complication d 
Circumſtances to be determined upon, Cone 
quences to be regularly drawn, and a ſu | 
of Evidence in the Cafe ; wherever there are i 
theſe Preliminaries to be firſt gone through, th 
Iſſue can never, with any Certainty, retold 
and much leſs enjoin'd and preſeribd.— Thu 
there is a vaſt and very eſſential Difference to be 
taken betwixt the being of a ſufficient Force i 
ſupport a ſtrong Appearance of moral Probability 
in the Nature of Things, and the Judgment d 
Men ſpeculatively diſpoſed, and the being ſuffi: 
ently calculated to extort an Aſſent from ever 
one that hears it: Betwixt the Materials that mal 
probably, on due Confideration had, lead a Lau 
or Newton into the Perſuaſion, and thoſe th, 
muſt have that uncontrollable Effect upon all thi 
come within the Reach of their magnetic Impulſe 
as to compel a whole People at once into the A, 
knowledgment. — And that therefore, howeve 
| b 
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plauſibly Chriſtianity may be enforced as a Fact, 
t can yet never be true, as a Goſpel, in Virtue 
f any Arguments deduced from Reaſoning.— 
hat the giving all Men Leave to determine of 
e Goſpel as the Matter ſhall appear to their 
Reaſon, is, if 1t happen to appear otherwiſe than 
e, a Liberty entirely deſtructive of the very 
Notion of a true Faith, authorizing Infidelity in 
Form, and ſetting 1t upon the ſame Footing, in 
Point of Conſcience, with the Profeflion of Chri- 
I can never, I fay, after all this expe& any 
ſuch Solutions from you in Return in Behalf of 
your reaſoning Hypotheſis, as Iam ſure you muſt, 
in your own Heart, have the juſteſt Contempt for 
ſuch as Mens thinking by Deputy the beſt they can, 
when they are not qualified to think for them- 
ſelves; or, what has ſometimes been urged, the 
ingenious Contrivance of abating a Degree of 


onls vidence, to leave the more Room for the Me- 
"it of Voluntiers, with the Duty of cultivating 


a pious Propenſity to the Affirmative, the ſolicit- 
K ing the Aſſent of our own Minds, and endeavour- 
daa ing to help our Unbelief, To deſtroy at once all 
the Views for which all ſuch extraordinary Com- 
ments could ever be coined, I have inſiſted long 
Düne, as 2 main Precluſion of all Notions of the 
"  WYcumining Kind, that It is evident Religion 
WI knows no ſuch Situation as that of a. Moment's 
Neutrality ; — that we have no Allowance to 
und neuter in Religion, even ſo much as whilſt 
Tk the Queſtion of it's Truth is in Debate ; which, 
wo the Senſe of all good Chriſtians, ought never 

TO bs be made a Queſtion. 
null And might not one now already from this 
ſhort negative View of the Caſe, almoſt venture 
to take upon one to pronounce boldly, upon 2 
U- 
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Authority of one's own Reaſon, that ſuch 


Scheme, as that of Unanimity upon this Subjed, 


can be by no other poſſible Method to be effeQed; 


than that I have been contending for, of a cn 
tant and particular Revelation imparted ſepar 
and ſupernaturally to every Individual ? And hoy 
much more abſolutely ſatisfactory then muſt i 
be to a Chriſtian Seeker, if upon our ſearching 
into his own Scripture-Account of the Matter, 
there appears to be indeed this very Method 
which we might ſo naturally expect, there ex 
actly deſcribed, and ſet forth to us for the Pur. 
ſe ? | 
If all that I have hitherto been urging my 
have had the wiſh'd Effect to remove only the 
contracted Incumbrance of this one fatal an 
fundamental Prejudice, — That it is by Reaſm 
ing that you are to come to the Knowledge of dl 
neceſſary Truths ; my only remaining Part is ts 
offer up my moſt ardent Prayers in your Behul 
at the Throne of Grace, not for Leiſure for you 
to conſult, or Sagacity to apprehend all the 
cute Leſſons of a Hammond or Grotius upon tit 
Subject, but that God would be pleaſed himſelt 
to laminate and irradiate your Mind with a pet 
fe& and thorough Conviction of the Truth d 
his holy Goſpel ; that the ſame Holy Spirit tht 
firſt dictated that Divine Law, would powerfull 
ſet to his Seal, and atteſt it's Authority in you 


Heart, that he would be ae vouchſafed to 
re 


renew once more his diſregarded Notices, and 
eſtabliſh in you an uncontrovertible Know- 
ledge of it's ſtrict Veracity, ſuch a one as that 
with the ws aye Apoitle, you may at once 
believe, and be ſure that Feſus was the Chr 
Such a full and home felt Perſuaſion, as will ret 
der ſuperfluous all your farther Care and 7 
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1 
about in the Search, by fixing you in the happy 
nftant a true, a zealous, and unalterable Diſ- 
iple of Chriſtianity. 


rauh Indeed, the fitting down to examine into the 
boy rruth of Religion at this Time of Day, cannot 
it ¶ Nut appear to my Senſe a very ſtrange Kind of Lan- 
ching unge from one in your Situation. From a Na- 
atter ire of California or the Cape, there might per- 
thod {haps be nothing fo extraordinary or unbecoming 
> er. 1 of ſuch a Propoſal. But you diſclaim, it 
Pu. eems, in your Philoſophical Sufficiency, all the 


bartial Advantages of Birth and Education 
though many would efteem themſelves not a 
little favour'd in the Diſtinction:) But the Notion 
of Local Merit, as you expreſs yourſelf, the be- 
ng born to particular Privileges, and beholden to 
Accident, as you call it, for true Opinions, are 
is 1Circumſtances your rational Spirit can by no means 
ebalß digeſt, which is as much as to ſay, that you are 
r you teſolved to reap no Benefit from the Covenant of 
he : Grace, except you are to have the preſcribing the 
te Means yourſelf, and that you will be content to 
mſel ig accept of Salvation only upon your own Terms, 
per. and in your own Way. For tell me, you that 
h oi are ſo induſtriouſly looking out for the Proofs of 
thut Chriſtianity, are you not then the while à Chri- 
ful stan? Are you not at this Inſtant a baptized and 
jou covenanted Chriſtian? And is not this being in- 
xd 08 deed a Chriſtian to all Intents and Purpoſes al- 
ni ready, and in the Way that God himſelf has pre- 
100-WF ſeribed us? to what Purpoſe then all this mighty 
tha Buſtle and Parade for holding of this folemn 
once Trial upon the Occaſion, and all for the Sake of 
"rj repeating only at the beſt a Decifion you have 
ren long fince given in the Cauſe ? Curiofttate non 
ole opts off 700 Chriſtum, nec inquiſitione piſt evan- 
bout gelium, quum credimus _ deſideramus ultra 1 
a E, 
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dere, ſays Tertullian. Or, to make Uſe of a ff 
greater Authority, — Make not thyſelf overaij 
why ſhould'ſt thou deſtroy thyſelf ? Why, indes 
ſhould you affect, in Vanity of Heart, to be mo 
a Chriſtian than any of your honeſt Neighbou 
or be ſolicitous for a different Method in your Ry 
ligion from that of other People? For HeaveriM! 
Sake, are there then, in your Opinion, tm 
Kinds of Chriſtianity, one for the vulgar and i 
literate, and another adapted to Diſciples of 
more refined Genius, and exalted Speculation 
Does not plainly, as I obſerved above, the lv 
fant's Belief anſwer as effectually all the Demand 
of the Goſpel, as that of the firſt Proficient and 
higheſt Graduate in Divinity? And is it not wh 
cepted (if not erred) as at leaſt an * 
Claim to all its Rewards with that of the beſt d 
them? And what would your proud Reaſa 
more? Be content then, in God's Name, to h 
even as good a Chriftian only as your Siſte, 
whom you cannot doubt to be equally entitled t 
all the Means of Grace and Hopes of Glory wit 
the proudeſt Philoſopher, who is even wiſer tha 
the Aged, becauſe a meek and humble Diſapk 
of that true Vi ſdom which cometh from above. No 
if we do but once heartily and truly believe, t 
is a very mvidious, as well as ſuperfluous Dt 
ſtin&tion to concern ourſelves about, whether w 
know upon what Grounds we believe or not. . 
ſatisfied henceforth that there is a Kind of Evidence 
of Power beyond what Reaſon can ever pretend 
furniſh, fach as brings with it that cordial Peace 
and Aſſurance of Mind to which all Conviction 
by human Means is an utter Stranger, ſuch 8 
you ſee can enable your pious Mother with 
Out any of the — Advantages of academic 
Inſtitution to pronounce with ſo much perempto- 
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ry Juſtice on all religious Cauſes, and reprove, 


Wl with ſo good a Grace, all the well-gloſſed Here- 


ſies of a letter'd Clarke. 

Io come ſtill cloſer, if poſſible, to the Point, 
and ſpeak home, once for all, to this unaccount- 
able Projet 3 it is a Practice of common Pru- 

Jence, generally obſerved in our worldly Affairs, 

to aſk ourſelves beforehand, upon any Under. 

taking of Moment, — What Probability of Suc- 
ceſs ? and what new Advantages will ariſe to us, 
when we have ſucceeded? Now, according to 
this Rule, it ſhould, one would imagine, be 
Conſideration ſufficient to deter your engaging in 
your pteſent Enterprize, that in the firſt Place 
this Reaſon will, in all Probability, never have 
the Effect propoſed of confirming our Faith; 
and, in the next Place, will be ſuperfluous if it 
has; and that you are at preſent as well without 
it, For taking it, I ſay, at the beft, and ſup- 
poſing that you ſhould now ſucceed to your Wiſh 
in this Attempt, what is the mighty Advantage, 

after all, that you can farther propoſe, from a 

Conviction of this Kind in all it's imagin'd Pro- 

priecty? Nay, what if even this very Caution of 

mine againſt the Attempt ſhould chance at laft to 
find you, as I can eafily enough conceive it may, 
already actually convinced by Reaſon in Form of 
the Truth of all theſe Matters as they ſtand re- 
lited to us? Will ſuch an Event enſured be any 

Matter of Triumph in general againſt my Argu- 

ment, which has all along ſuppoſed ſuch a Conſe- 

ce to ſuch an Enquirer no impoſſible Thing? 

r what Conclufion can you take upon you to 
draw from the Succeſs you have perſonally found 
in the Experiment? Can you aſſure yourſelf, from 
any Authority That has help'd you to, that you 
ſhall even for your own Part certainly continue 
H 2 what 
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what you are for an Hour together? and, conf 
quently, can it give you any Foundation or Rh 
to be recommending (farther a like Trial eli 
where? Or, if you could indeed anſwer nem 
ſo aſſuredly for your own Conftancy, may 10 
again, as I have fo often reminded you, the ſam 
perſpicuous Proofs, that have determined you u 
pronounce ſo confidently for their Conclufivenek, 

ſſibly take a very different Turn in different 
Hands. affect your next Neighbour in a quite con- 
trary Light, and leave him as confirmed an Inf. 
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in your own Perſon, does not, however, mak: 
you by any Means the Standard, or give you 
any Right to expect that other People ſhould con 
cur in making juſt the ſame judgments of Thing 
which you have done; the Reaſon of your Dt 
ciple will, in all Probability, prove a very diff 
rent Scale from that you have been working with, 
and though you, by the particular Ad vantages d 
your Turn and Education, may be indeed ablets 
do that Juſtice to the Merits of the Cauſe, as U 
rrace in them all this cogent Force to the Amount 
of a Demonſtration, of what Significance and 
Weight can you expect all this to prove toward 
the affecting of Minds altogether unverſed.in the 
Practice of drawing Inferences and DeduGtions 
and which muſt therefore neceſſarily continue i 
the while in the dark, even amidſt all thoſe gl 
ring Lights which your diſcerning Sight can di 
cover round them. It is not therefore by an 
Means my being convinced myſelf, no, nor eval 
the moſt abſolute Perſpicuity I may diſcover it 
the Argument, that can authorize my pron 
the like Succeſs to another in his ſpeculative H 
fays; and therefore Men ſhould be very cautio 
of being inſtrumental in the tempting * 

as feh- 
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ſceptical Controverſies, unleſs they could be cer- 
tain enough beforehand of their Judges, as well 
as their Cauſe, to enable them to promiſe per- 
emptorily for a ſatisfactory Iſſue, there being, as 
have before remarked, no Proviſion made, ei- 
ther by God or Man, for ſincere Infidelity as a 
flible Conſequence of a fair Enquiry into the 
Merits of Religion. He that believeth not, ſhall 
ren be damned. No Exceptions or Allowances what- 
cor ſoe ver for any profeſſing to have uſed all poſſible 
Ini Means of Information, and remaining ſtill diſſa- 
nel tisfied. 
nake But, once more, what if after all (which may 
youll likewiſe poſſibly happen to be the Cafe) the pow- 
con-W erful Evidence on the Side of Religion ſhould in- 
unge deed fail in it's Influence, and not appear ſatisfac- 
Dil tory enough to you to enforce the Profeſſion of 
iffe-W it? What if, on the other hand, the ſpecious 
with Gloſſes of Infidelity ſhould poſſibly happen to ob- 
ges a tain at laſt even in your own Opinion upon this 
ble ol Scrutiny z if the plauſible Pretexts of ingenious 
as u Sophiſtry ſhould prove ſo far of Force in the 
noun Queſtion, as unhappily to miſguide your Reaſon 
ul by their artful Repreſentations of the Cauſe of Er- 
ror? Why the Sincerity of your Intention, you ſay, 
n the will acquit you, becauſe you have done your beſt. 
ti your juſt Judge, you ſay, can never expect of 
you to do more than is in your Power, or to be 
convinced ſooner. Which is as much as to ſay, 
that you will either do what God commands you, 


or take Care to come prepared to juſtify your 
Refuſal to his Satiafacion 1 never 2, the 
while that all your Reaſonings of this Stamp are 
grounded upon the monſtrous Suppoſition that 
God would enjoin a Thing that you ſhould be able 
to give ſolid and ſubſtantial Reaſons for not com- 
plying with. Strangeſt Deluſion ſure! to go di- 


rely 
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realy oppoſite to Maker's expreſs Com: 
ponds — yet dauer yourſalf with the Hopes of 
being provided with a ſufficient Excuſe for your 
Diſobedience. Behold to obey is heiter than Sac riſict, 
and to comply than to be making Apologies. 
I chall now releaſe you from all farther Al. 
tendance, with the moſt cordial Admonition of 
one who has indeed a Father's Concern and In. 
tereſt in all your Succeſs. It's Meaning at leaft 
I think you muſt allow, whateyer Exceptions 
you may poſſibly find to it's Authority. My 
Son, truſt thou in the Lord with all thy Heart, and 
lean not anto thine own Underſtanding. 
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F INKS 


97. Fos Tao (Abettors) write 706. 
[ 98. For we (drew his) write he: 
99. For of (Good - will) write and. 


